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1 am for peace; but When I ſpeak, they are for War. 
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i written, that the Kingdoms of 


doms of rhe Lord, and of his 
Chriſt : and nom when all almoſt”, 
nn great und honourable, au 
r an 


the World ſhall become rhe Ning. . 


inne with the Lamb, who is King ef Kings, and 
L 1 n a 


Lord b 


puree 


of 
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e Dedicatory. 
Lord of Lords, in his engagement againſt, and 
conqueſt ever: the TEN-HORN'D BEAST:: 
And to turn aſide, from this wort, would be, to give 
up yoar ſelves to double ruine, to wit, both from hea- 
ven and earth. And therefore the Lord make you faith- 
ful, that you may do this work for God, and to fulfill | 
his A2 ; and not for your ſelves, and to fulfill your amn 
Ends. | 5 | * 
And nom as you are buſie about the Peace of the King- 
dom, to ſettle and eſtabliſh that upon a right and ſure foun- 
dation; ſo God hath engaged my heart, to meditate the 
peace of the Church. And though 1 have excluded your 
power from having a hand in ths Work, yet 1 have not, 
in any meaſure, wronged you, 45 you ful perceive, but 
rather ende voured to preſerve you, from daſhing your 
ſelves, againſt that Rock, againſt which, al the ignorant 
and unwiſe Rulers and Kingdoms of the world, 76 
have and yet ſhall, daſb themſelves in peeces. It ſhall be 
4 your wiſdom to be built ap, together with the Church, 
4 fas Chriſt , but it would be jour confuſion, to go "wi 
ri 
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build . Church on your ſelves and va power , 
this building is too weighty for am foundation;but Ch 

himſelf. Tour power will do well in the Kinedoms-of the 
world, but not in Gods Kingdom, whith in Ghrifts inhe- 
ritance, from the beginning to the end. To ſhall be hap» 
py, tobe ſubject in it, but none muſt be Lord or Law-giver 
here, but Chriſt himſelf. Let not the Devil wo in theſe 
laſt zimes, hath in many places tranſlated the myſtery of 
iniquity, from the Ecclefiaſtical Kingdom of the Clergy, 
into the temporal Kingdom of the Magiſtrate, am longer 
keep it there; ſeeing, it will be as pernicious ix this, 4s in 
7 that : for it will be, no leſs dangerous an evil, for the 
= |: Magiſtrate to make himſelf Lord and Law-giver in the 
. * then far the Pope, or General Councel, in all 
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the Kingdoms called Chriſtian , or for the Acchbiſfh 1 


or National Aſſembly" in particular Kingdoms. Men 
have commonly thought, that to preſerve the godly in 
warldly peace and proſperity, is to preſerve the Church ; 
whereas, to preſerve them in faith, hope, love, in union 
and communion with Chriſt and the Father, in and 
through the Spirit, this only & to preſerve the Church; 
and 155 oft · times, & better done by-Chriſt, whoſe work 
only it a, in affliction, then in proſperity. Wherefore 
do You look to the care of the State, and truſt Chriſt with 
the care of his Church, ſeeing he is both faithful and able 


to ſave it perfectly. The peace of the Church lies in 


Chriſt only, and no part of it out of him, no not for 4 
moment; and this their peace, Chriſt & able to preſerve 
in Himſelf, in the midſt of the moſt cruel and deſperate 
evils of the world, Now what the true Church. . Chriſt 
is, and wherein its Peace and Unity lies, i here in ſome 
meaſure declared, for the good of the faithful every- 


where, and particularly for Your good; leſt you being 


glorious inſtruments i» the hand of God, for one work, 


ſhould miſcarry in another. And ihis I have done, through 


God, not becauſe I was worthy to do it, but becauſe, it 
was worthy to be done. For why ſhould the Church, any 
longer be ignorant of the things that belong unto its peace: 
and why ſhould the Members of it, any longer lie as ſcat- 
tered bones, dry and dead,” and not gathered wp into the 
unity of 4 living body ? and who conld longer indure, 
to ſee unskilfull Phyſirjens, ander pretence of healing 
the Church, wound it ſtill deeper; and under pretence 
of 2 its peace, hurry it into endleſs diſſentions 
and diviſions? 1n this caſe of neceſſity, I could not but 
ſpeak, both out of duty and love, and I hope none of You 
will deſpiſe to hear, who conſider, that God, when he 
layes aide the wile and prudent, chooſes Babes and Suck- 
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2 Can Dear. 


iſe, ont of their mant hs; that ſo he 


bes. 1 i may 2 more glorified and admired, in his 


weak and mean infirumen;s. Now let his praiſe be above 
the carth and the heavens; and tet him give you the ho- 
nor that all his Saints have : and this & Ei hearty deſire, 
who humbly writes himſelf 


Your ſervant in the Goſ pel, 


William Dell. | 
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To his Excellency the Lord General 


FAJICF AX 


And the Honorable 


Lieutenant-General CROMWEL, 


Together with the 


| 
HE preſence of the Lord having turned your 
courle backward like Fordan from what ic was 
Year ago; and all former inchantments and di. 
vinatzons uſed againſt you, being afolved; \ 
through the renewing of the (amr preſence off 
ECDL God with yon. afrer a manifelt e dg 

it; and Jou through a bleſſed receſity,heing nom doing that work 
of Cad. which once you had litile minde to, viz. The provaring the 
Peace of the Kingdom, by. ſubduing the great enemies of H a:e; 
nad removing all the enmity againſt peace, that ws in rapper in 
out very Laws, and degenerated: Conſtitution of the King; 
thought good, whiles Tes are thus buſie about the peace of the 
Kingdom, which is a peace wit haut you, to put yon in minde oſ the 
truapeace of the true Church, vuhich is a peace in bin you, and an 
eternai peace, as the former ib but a remperal.; for what ad vam age 
will ie be fot eu: to have peaccamoag mn, & to want peace wn 
God to do the work of God in th warid. and to he defitate of the | 
wark of Gedin your. own bears d to deſtroy the enemies'to:Workd/y; | 
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peace, and yet ta miutain in yout own hearts the corruntians of || 
unteneved tu which are the enemies of heavenly peace? Take 
heed therefore, chat your preſent employments; do not ſo over in · 
F wartd, that you veglett the world to come : take | 
ed, leſt by /eching your ſelves, you have your reward here: but 
do the work of God, for God; and whilſt you a7 for God, {ive in 
him, and let him be your reward, and not the creature. | 
And now here in this Dicowr/e, (hall you ſee a better Peace and 
Agreemna, then you are ſtriving for, (though your work allo be 


. 


excellent ! 
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_ lexcellentand gloriow) even ſuch a Peace and Agreement, of which 
Chriſt Beef the, vediate Author and Prince, and which he 


| World (if it pleaſe) ſtill laugh at that word) who can but think,he 


rend and lofty, and pon tvery one that is lifted up, and he is to be 
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communicates, not to the World, but to them he chooſes owt of the 


bach tua well at. em | — pa er 


its in ach Communion 
of Saints, all the world over: And ths Peace can no more be 
browght about by your Sword,chen by the Magiſtrates Scepter; and 
therefore take heed, leſt you now, having power in your hands, to 
another purpoſe, ſhould ſo far forget your ſelves, as todo that your 
ſelves, which you have few ed} others. Therefore ſuffer che 
#ord only, to be both Scepter and Sword in the Kingdom of God, 
and let the true Church remain free, in the Freedoms which C 
hath confett d upon it; or elſe, the Lord, whoſe own the Church 
will as certainly, in his due time, take the ſword out of your hands, 
as he hath done the Scepter out of the Magiſtrate s and throw you, 
into ove deſtruction with him. But Iam perſwaded better things of 
ugh I thus ſpeak, and even ſuch things, as are ſuirableto the 
light of the Goſpel, and to the vertues and graces of Chreſt and his 
Spirit, which have been hitherto (and I hope, will yet fill Cy 
manifeſt,not only in Tow Honorable Ones, who have the chief Con- 
duct, but alſo in very mary of the Connce/and Army beſides. And 
upon ſuch a gathering together of Gods people, and Saints, let the 


hath ſome choice and fingular work in hand for his own glory? The 
LordGod Almighty hath already done great and wonderful works 
by yon, and is yet doing greater, if you will continue to beleeve 
and obey ; and 0 af hel hingthe only is to be exalted, and not 
Tow.. For hath not thac Day of the Lord of Hoſts dawned ? yea the 


morning of it is already gone forth, Which 1 every one that u 
brought low and the Lord alone is and muſt be exalted, in this day. 


the Lord cauſe you to dwel and continze in tha Church, 
which is the body of Cbriſt, and habitation of God, and give you 
peace with thoſe that are reconciled to God by ¶ Viſt, and to one a. 
— Chrift, by the Spirit; in which union and communion, 1 
rema 
Your aſſured Servant, 


. D. 
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R E ADER- 


»2 U CH are the no;ſes of waters, and thundrings, aud 
Py carthquakes among  ; and ſo great and continued 
wert our ſhak ings and confuſious, through hatred and 
F love, hopes and fears, joyes and ſorrows, triumphs 

and indignations , that. there ine ſilence in heaven, 
Per fo mach «as half an hour. Wherefore, though I 
heres touching ſo ſweet and glorious a thin, as PE ACE, 


aud eclare from the very word ( or elſe I had ſaid nothing )| 


wherein the true peace of the true Church conſiſts ; and alſo, how 
the faithful, and Churches, may preſerve that peace, in their Com- 
munion with one another, Which they have, in the Son, and in the 


Father: yet mens heads and hearts are noW /o full, that it is robe 
bred” , but few will regard ir. Notwithſtanding, conſidering! 
that there is among us, an eleRion of grace, and a flock of Chriſt, 
who bath know, and will hear his voyce at any time; 1 though good 
to ſpeak this in their behalf, for whoſe profit all the creatures of 
God were made in the world, and all the gifts of Chriſt are given in 
the Church, eAnd though I am very conſcious, of my rudeneſs 0 

ſpeech, in this Diſcourſe, as alſo of my weaknels and intirmity in ma- 
ny things, having not yet attained to a perfect man, and to the mea- 

ſure of che ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt ; and ſo dare not ſay, that 
every jot and tittle here, is of the pure river of water of life, without 
any humane mixture; yet they that are ſpiritual, and able to judge, 
will own all in it, that i of the word and ſpirit of truth, and will 
not reject ſilvet tryed four or five times , becauſe it is not tryed ſeven 
times. And What i weak and impetſect in it, the true Church of 


Chriſt (for whoſe dear ſake and love - have ſpoken all this) ſering it 
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IF 
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| ſpirit, contemning aud. 


X ( a F 


Toth Reader. 


#, at Luther ſpeaks, The Queen of Mercy, whoſe very bowels, are 

| e jyeneſſcs of fins, will eaßly paſs it by, 
ive it. And u fer men, haughty and high in their own 
f ining any thing that agrees not to their 
palate ;' I do as eaſily. deſpiſe their cenſure, as they Tightly paſs it. 
t is enough, that I ſeek the: glory of Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of the 
living God, and the welfare of that: Church, that i his bo- 
dy; and for the teſt, let me become as vile 4s the Apoſtles 
Were made to the world, Who Were counted the filth and off 
ſouring of all things; or as Mr Baily , Rutherford, Baſtwick, 
Pryn; Love, er any. other of my old enemies in Parliament and City, 


- '4 * 
* 4 4 
a 2 * SQ 5 


WY A. 
= = * 
. — 


* 


patis mihi co | 


Name, Trutir, Goſpel, Spirit, People; and that under the Form 


not Worth the naming, have ſaught to make me. All whom, unleſ i 

give them ni pentanee to life; I cite, as ence Hierom of Prague 
did his enemias an tha like can/e, To appear within a few years, K 
| fore the moſt high and righteous Judge, Jeſus Chriſt, to anſwer 
| a that they have done wickedly, F not maliciouſly , againſt his 


and pretence of godlineſs, And no well krowing, that thr Age 
e Chriſt, the moro enmity and oppoſitior 5 510 | 
Wut frow the world, and from the worldly Church. I commit 
Chrilts amn word and cauſe to his own care and protection, who 
lives and teigns far this very purpoſe, to uphold hrs own deſpiſed 
tritt b, againſt the glorious; du deceitſul doctrinet of men; aud to 
make all his enemies his foot. ſtool. And ſo waiting in th 
aſſured. hope, f thou love Chrilt, I remain, | 


1 


Thine in him, 


VVilliam Dell. 
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Theſe two Governments the true church 
never wanted in any age, nor in this. 


18 
2. Mediate. N 
This alſo is Chrifts Government, 
and not mans. p.185 
And it is chriſis ordering all things by the 
faithful, among the faithſul,in reference 
to the communion of Saints, © bid. 
This is du forth Mito ſeverat particus 
lars which are'theſe, 
I, To whom Chriſt bath committed che 
power of ordering and managing all things 
in the trize church. 186 | And here, | 
2. What kinde f power | 1.To whim | 
it is wlich the tyus | 
Church bath ; ſet down, | 


in G. particulars, 168 | ave given. 


7. One God and Father of all, 5 L 
above al, 
through all, aud p. 176 
in all. 

Theſe ſeven bonds are ſufficient, for the 

Unity and Peace of the Chart h, with» | 

out any additions of mans deviſing. 178. | 

How the true Church of believers , thus | 

made one by God, may be preſerved one, 

in their communion among themſetues. 
p- 180 

To this end, 
1 They miſt know, ſome things other 
wiſe,then yet they do. ibid, 
Particularly , they muſt be inſlcufted 

- touching the government F the 

church, ibid, 

This Government is twofold, 


| 2.1 hat they are. 
3. What is the extent of this power, 190 
4.hat is the outward inſtrumetic off 

id. 
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5. 72 the true church can do by virtue 
of it. 

And this comprebends theſe particalars. 
1. It can gat her it ſelf together, 192 
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4. It can call its 
need any. „ + -* ibid. 
Certain reaſons why thy birch may now 
well want Councels.. , p.202 
And if it will have any, what rules it is 


| to obſerve tou tbem.. p.104 
5 I can judge of all Doctrines, both 
of its Officers and Councels. p. 205 


And thus the judgement of beleevers u 
io be rechiſiod in theſe things, for the pre. 
f ſer vung peace among themſelves, 
2. The praRice of the true church is to 
be reflified in other thing. 
The.praflical Rules that are more abſo.- 


lute and general in the way of peace, are 


theſe... 


. That the true church keep it ſelf, 
| diſtin& from the world. p. 206 


| 24. That the true Church content it 
kf with 11s own power, far its awn af- 
- NAP" Pp 207 
3 That the true church do not fetch or 
force men untb it, againſt their wils. 209 
4. That the true church mate void, the 
diftintion of Clerg 
Chriſtians. - 
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y and Laity, among 
p.21 
5. That the truę church beep equality 
between Chriſtians and Churches 

G 212 

6. That the true church keep the Of: 
. (ficers of the church, in ſubordination 
© fo the Community, p-313 
7. That all true Chriflians and chu ches, 
do take c b/ift alike, for their Head aud 
do not ſet up vilible heads or Ring lea- 
ders to themſelves of men, vo not of the 
beſt nen. * P.214 
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Councels, it 
644. 


ceſſary to ſa vation, then there are 


* : 8 * 3 * ” 
„Audi need be cn 8. That the true Churchpheep out 4 
- 2 Wa e error in doctrine. p21 
Or depoſe theme. pie 5 mes by which thu may be effstu+ | 


al ane, without the help of the Ma. 
giſtrate. | .216 
The great Bueſtsm, touching the Ma- 
giſtrates power to keep out error, an- 
ſwered. Pp. 2.4 
9. That the true church, do not inforce | 
Uniformity, in outward orders aud 
diſcipline. p. 225 
—__ rules for 22 more ſpecial and 
occ a ſiunal in point of difference, am 
the ſaithfal. : ſfrrevce, amang 
Here the weight of things, is to be fir 
Ber rr Et, firft 
If the things wherein belce vers differ, 
becircumſianiial and ceremonial only,then 
there are, | 
3 Rules to be obſerved ſor the pre. 
ſerving peace! 


233 
If: the things wherein they differ be 22 


of Doctrine, yet ſuch are not abſolutely ne. 


7 Rules to be obſerved for the pre- 

ſerving of peace. p35 

the Dotirine-whexein the diſſerence lies, 

is ſuch as u abſolutely inconfeftent with 
true faith aud ſalvation, yet then, 

1. The perſon is to be heard. p- 237 

2. F after full hraring, it is mauiſe(t 

to be a Doctrine contrary ta the faith 

of Gods Ele , then the true ¶ hurcb 

ought, 

1 To condemm the Doctrine. p. 241 

2 To excommunicate the perſon.) 

ibid. 

And this is the laſt puniſhment the true 

Church can inſlict. p.242 

The concluſion of all, ibid. 


THE 


UN 


THE 


in the true Church of CRHRIST. 


Aving now for a long time time together cb- 


,  faithſuland Churches of Chriſt, and perceiving 


7 many or moſt of them not clearly underſtand- 
ing, wherein their true peace and unity ought to conſiſt ; and ſo, 
are ſtill proſecuting farmer, with later miſtakes, till their wound 
is become almoſt 'incitrable; I found my heart inclined and en- 
gaged by God, to propound to others, that way of Peace, which 
my ſelf have learned from the Word. And this I deſire to do, not 
that 1 might ſeem to be ſomething, ot be accounted of, any more, 
then the meaneſt of all Gods people, being indeed nworthy to 
miniſter, fo much as a cup of cold water, to the Church, the Spouſe 
' | of Chriſt, much leſs ſo incomparable à treaſure zs the word of 
God is, in compariſon of which, al the world is not to be mentio 

ned; but meet ly our of /ove and tompaſſion to the infirmities of 
my bret hren, whom I ſee walking in the /ight of theit own fie , 
and in the /parks, which they themſelves do kindle, whereby they 
are in great danger to lie-down in ſorrow ; whillt in the mea time 
they neglect the true lighe, which alone is to ſhine in the Kingdm 
of Gad, till all ignorance and darkneſs be done away, And as ny 


Way of true Peace and Vanity, 


ſerved with a ſaid heart and troubled ſpirit, the 
grievous differences and diſſentions, among the 


alſo, that there is yet no healinf of this error, 


| 


end and ſcope is, co bring all men, from all humane dine, and |. 


conceptions of carnal wiſdom and prudence, to the Ford ot 94 1 
i 388 0 
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of no more in this Diſcourſe, then they ſhall finde agreeab/eto this 
| he ao 
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5 In be true Church f Chriſt, 
» I deſire all men that are ſpiritual , and able to judge, to allon 


ever the wurd of God in the true ſenſe and 
meaning of it, (hall di/approve or condemn; fo far, let them alſo 
diſapprove and condewn with it ,-as I wy ſelf alſo do knowing 
well, chat as Ford ought to have any place in the Church of God. 
but the ##rd of God, which alone carries light, life, righteouſneſs, 
wiſdom and power, ſ#fficieut-and enough in it ſelf, to do the 
whole minde and work of God in his Church. Wherefore what! 
have freely learned, Iſhall freely communicate, deſiring every one 


to regard his own ſalvation, ſeeing now after ſo clear a diſcovery 
of truth, he can have no cloał, nor the leaſt excuſe for his (in, 

Now that he that reads may under ſtand, it is neceſſary for me, 
ſpeaking of the vnity and peace of the Church , to tell you now at 
firſt , that I intend not to propound any way of peace, either be- 
tween the Church and the World, or elſe between the carnal and 
{piritnal children of the Church, as having learned no ſ#chrhing 
out of the word of God. | | | 

Firſt, Not between the Church and the world: for the Lord 
never intended any reconciliation and agreement between theſe, in 
the ſpiritual and eternal things of the Kingdom of God; for theſe, 
ate two diſtinct ſeeds, and ſorts of people; the one from beneath, 
the other from above; the one the ſced of the woman ; the other 


{never minding theſe two different ſeeds ; berween whom God hath 
put ſuch irrecenciliable enmity, would make all the people of one 


the ſeed of the Serpent ; and between theſe two, God hach put 
| ſuch an emnity, that no wan can take away, Wherefore they, who 


or moe whole Kingdoms a Church at once, and would reconcile all 

ol them together, in the things of God, and in the ways of his 
worſhip, according to devices and methods of their on; theſe men 
know not what they do; for they walk in the darkye/s of their own 
hearts, and not in the light of the Word: which (hows us clearly, 
that it is as poſſible to reconcile Aichae! and the Devil, as the 
{Angels of both. 

2. Neither ſecondly, do] finde any Way in the World, to recon- 
eile al thoſe together, who are commonly called The vile 
Church, ſeeing even among theſe, there are two diſtinſt ſorts of 
children, as Paul teacheth us; one {ort of thoſe, that are boys after 
are 


| the fleſs , as Iſbmael and Eſar ; and another of thoſe, wbo 
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| born after the ſpirit, as 1ſaac, and Jacob : and thete is as great 


| enmity between che/e in the Church, as between the former in the 
| world for they that are born after the fleſh, are always perſecuting 
them that are born after the ſpirit, but never agreeing with 


hem. 


Head over all thingy , to the Church which n hu body; for theſe 
being born of the Spirit, do alſo partake of the Spirit, and fo are 
che true fleſs of Chriſt. as all that fleſs is, in which the Spirit dwels; 
and theſe a worſhip God im the ſpirit, and have no confidence in the 
fleſh, that is, in no fleſbly Forms, Ceremonies, or Worſhip. 

The carnal children of the Church make up Autichriſti true 
body : For as Chrilts body conſiſts of fpiritnal Chriſtians, fo Ar- 


as well as Chriſt ; and as Chriſt get his body together of piritual 
Chriftians ; fo Anticſriſt gets his body together of coal Chri- 
ſtians: and theſe have a form of Religion, or godlineſr, but they 
have no ſpirit or powey in that form: yea, under the form of god 
lineſs chey exerciſe the greater power of ungodlineſt: And Chriſt 
and his Spirit, and all their things , axe nowhere more op- 
phſcd, then by thoſe in the Chareb, who have the /errer of the 
word, but want the /pirit of it, being taught of men obly, and 
not of God. So that, all that part of Chriſtianity, that is deſfirmre 
of rhe Spirit, and hath the »ame only, and not the avointing of 
Chriſtians, this makes up the body of Antichriſt. And now there 
can be no more agreement, between theſe rvo bodirs, of (briff 
add of Antichriſt, that is, between ſpiritrnal and carnal Chi 
ſtians, then between Chriſt and Antichriſt themſe lyts, the head: 
of theſe bodies. And as I finde nothing in the word, ſo neither do 
propound »ny thing for an agreement here: for to go about to re 
concile there, where the Father never intended, nor the Sox never 
widertgok ann teconciliation, would not be a work of Wi/edom, 
but ot weakneſs. — 

So then the way of peace 1 ſhall ſpeak of, is between the chiles; 
of peace, touching whom God hath promiſed, That he wil! give- 
them one heart, and one way; and for whom Chriſt hath proved 
28 they all may bt une, as thou. Father art in me, and I in thee, 

n til 


Now of theſe to forts of Chriſtians, ove makes up the body of , Spiritual Chris: 
Chriſt; the other, the body of Antichriſt. The ſpiritual children, 
make up Chrilts true body, as it is written, He gave him, to be the 


; ſtians make 
up the brdy. 


tichrifts of carnal; For Antichriſt fets up in the temple of Co, 
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'| themſelves, it being firſt wrought by Jeſus Chriſt. 
For the Church it ſelf; what have learned touching it, I hall 


ons touching it, even among the faithful, 


fand therefore! 


wholly hid from carnal eyes, neither hath the world any kyowleage 


Sas 


The Way of true Ptace and Unity 
be ent in ws: And theſe are the eleft made ed: 
aints,and anctiſed through their caling;and theſe 
The peace then I ſeek by this Diſcourſe, is the peace of the tr4e| 
Church: Wherefore I ſhall firſt declare the Church i: ſelf, whoſe 


| peace | ſeek 5 and then after declare, wherein this Churches true 
peace and unity lie,; and alſo how it may be preſerved among 
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ſpeak plainly,and ſomething largely, becauſe the right underſtand- 
ing hereof is fo abſolutely — to our preſent 5»ſine/7, and yet 
there are very many, and very great miſtabęs and mil apprehen- 


The right ¶ hurch then is not the whole multitude of the people, 
whether goed or bad; that joyn together in an ut form or 
way of worſhip; for in this Church there are M boremongers, Idola- 
ters, Thieves, Murderers, and all ſorts of Wicked and wnbelieving 
perſons, which are ſo far from being the Church of Chriſt, that 
they are the very Synagogue of Satan, and children of the Devil, 
| all not ſpeak of ths Church. But the Church 1 
ſhall ſpeak of, is the true Church of the New Teſtament, which I 
ſap is not any out ward ot viſible ſeciety,gathered together into the 
\conſent ot uſe of outward things, forms, ceremonies, worſhip. as the 
( hurches of men ate; neither is it known by ſeeing or feeling, or 
the help of any out ward ſenſe, as the Society of Mercers,or Drapers, 
or the like; but it is a Spiritual and Inviſible Sos} gather- 
ed together in the anity of faith, hope and love, and ſo into the | 
unity of the Son, and of the Father by the Spirit ; wherefore it is 


or judgement of it, 
Thus true Church is the Communion of Saints, which is the com- 
munion believers have with one another: not in the things ot the 
world, or in the things of men, but in the things of Gd; for 
as be lie vets have their union in the Son, andin the Father, fo in 
them alſo they have their communion; and the communion they 
have with one another in God, cannot be in their N things, but 
in Gods things, even in his /ight, life, righteouſneſs, wiſdom, truth, 
love, power, peace, joy, &. [his is the true Communion of Saints, 
and this {vmmmwnion of Saints is the true Churchof God. 
a : 
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; 4 * in the true Church of Chriſt, 
| Now this trwe Church of God, differs rom the (Tnreher of 
men, in very many particulars, as follows. Yor 
1. ©Members come unto the Churches of men, either of their 
. | own minds, or elſe by the perſwaſion;or by the forcing of orhers; 
| Jand fo, but afrerthe will of man; but none come co this trae 
* but from the drawing of God the Father, and his own cal- 


N 


ing, according to his own. purpoſe. F 
2. In the ( hercbe. ky members are admitted through an 
. _ | outward confeſſion of doctrine; but none are admitted into this 
trae Churcb, but through a new birth from God and bis Sp# it, I oh. 3. 
Except 4 man be born ag ain, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God 
(which is the right Church of the New Teſtawenc ] For that Which 
| « born of the ſleſb is fleſh, and ſo remains without in the world 3 but 
that Which # born of the ſpirit u ſpirit, and ſo hath' antrance into 
the true Church. 
3. In the ¶ hurches of men there are more wicked then righteous; 
but in this era Church of Chriſt the people are all righteous,not one 
ed, as it is written, Thy people ſhall be all rig bieous, Ifa.60. 
or they aff have! their iniquities forgiven them, and they are | 
all redeemed and waſbed with the blood of the Lamb. 
4. In the Churches of men, the people for the molt part, 
are onely taught of men, who are their heads and leaders, and 
whole judgements they depend on, and follow in al things ; but in 
the right Church, the people are all tawght of God, as Iſaiab faith, 
Thy children ſhall be all taught of the Lord: and Chriſt faith, They 
ſhall hear and learn from the Father : and John faith, The anoint-, 
ing they have neceived, teacheth them all things. 
5. In the Obarchet of men, the greateſt part are hated: and re. 
jetted of God, as being ſtrangers and enemies to Chriſt; but in the 
true Church all the members are dear to God, as Chriſt is dear; and 
. of God, as Chriſt is loved, as being one fleſs and ſpirit with 
im. 

6. The Churches of men are of ment building, — 
framing, fabioning , beautifying : but the true Church is built 
onely by Chriſt, as ic is written, Zach. G. 12. The man whoſe | 
name i the BRANCH, he ſhalt build the Temple of the Lord, 
even he ſhall build it: And again, Math. 16 18. "Upon this rock, 
II Twill build: my Church + The true Church is ſuch 2 laing, 
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7. The\{bnrcher of mes are all of them more or leſs the habit. 
tion of «Antichriſt, who (us Paul aich, 2 Theſ. 2.4.) 4% God fit- 
teth the TempleefGod;;\ that is, not in the trur Tempie ef God, 
but in the Churches of men, which rh to themſelves that 
name and title ; he wing himſelf that he « God * For Amichrift 
always dwels there, where men have a form of godlineſs , denyi 
the power: but the true Church is built together, to be the habita- 
tion of Goid, in te ſpiris , Epbeſ. 2. 22. And again, 2 Cor. G. 16. 
Tre r the Temples of abe living God, as God hub ſaid, I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them. 

8. The Churches of men are as large 23 men will make them; 
| ere have chref power in theſe Churches, intereſting them · 
Iſelves in way Magiſtrates, through their favorr und help, 
make their Churches as large as the Magiſtrates Dominion: thus 
the Church of Rome was made of as large extent as the Dominion: 
of the Eperaur, and of other Princes, in whom the Pope kad 
intereſt. And ſo likewiſe, the Church in other Kingdoms; was 
made as large u the Dominiaur of the temporal Mapittiate j und 
ail under their pr, muſt be forced to be; vf their Church: But 
I the true Church, vbich is the Kingdom of the Hon, is onely the 
preparation of the Fathers Kingdom, and fo. will admit us more 
into it, then the Fathers Kingdom will admit into n the Ven: 
Kingdom, and the Fathers being of alike lara und exm96); And 
' | ſo the Son Kingdom is no larger then the Fathers j nor the Fa- 
thers then the Sons > The Fathers Kingdom will not receive any 
into it, that have not. firſt: been of the San Kingdom; and the 
Sons Kingdom will not admit into it, what the Fathers Kingdom 
will;not;after receive; but the Son delivers up, his whole King- 
don to the Naber, and the Father receives it al, without any 


ne 

from hence theſe three things ate evident. 

1. That the Kingdoms of England, Scotland. cc. ate not the 
Cherch, but the world, 25 well as the Kingdoms of France, 
Spaits, Hungary, &c.-butin all theſe, and all other King- 
doms, the faithful ho are taken into wnion and communion | 
with Chrift,, and with one another in him, they are the 

Church, and not the Kingdoms themſelves. 
2. In particular  Afſemblics ,, whether Parochial or Con rega- 

' _ Honal, all the cmnany that meet together bodily, * 5 

Fe” extWard \. 


2 AE YT > * 7 y 


I = 


2 5 - 
a. * — 
— 


K —_—_— 


— 


— — 2 . * 
in the true Church of Chriſt. 


— 


Church; but thoſe among al theſe; that meet together in 
one Faith and Spirit, in one Chriſt and God; for here only 
ſtands the traue cammumiom of Saints, and the true Church of 
the New Teſtament is to be judged hereby, and by ne. ant- 
ward things Wharſoever. - 
3. That it belongs not to (Magiſtrates and worldly Powers, 
4 toſay, which is the Church, and, Which is not the ¶ hureh 
who do belung to it, and whe do not ; but it belongs to 
Chriſt onely to point out his . Church, ſeeing he onely 
knows it, and it oncly ſtands by bis eleftion and collection, and 
nat by mens. 


9. The Churches of men. knit themſelves together into ſuci⸗j 


- — - — 
a communion. in owrwerd Ordinances, are not the 


Societies, by ſome outward Covenant or Agreement among them- | 
ſelves : But the true Church is knit into cherry Society among 
themſelves, by being fr koig ante Chriſt , theig Head; and as 
| ſoon as ever they ate one With bing, they are allo ove with own 
auot hen in him; ànd are not rſt one among themſelver,, and then 
after one with Chriſt: So that the 5x Church is a ſpirituai Socie · 
ty, knit unto Chriſt by Fail, and knit to exe aner her in Clriſt, 
by che Spirit and love; ndl this makes them inſinitely more ove, 
then 2ny ant Covenant they can engage themſt lues in? rhe. 
union wherein God makes us ove, paſſing al the unions, wherein 
we can make our. {elves one, And ſo when owe: believers perceive 
the grace that is given to other, they preſently. fall into one com. 
munion, without any more ado, Wherefore they that ate of the 
Church, the bady, cannot deny commun to them that are in 
true union with ( briſt, the bead, when: they do perceive this 
grace. For this is canſiderable in this matter, that weare not firſt 


-| fixſt one with ( briſt and then one with the ( hurch. and our ani 
with the ¶ urch flews from out union with Chriſt , and not our 
union with Chrift, from our union with the Church: Chriſt, | 
oh. 17. prays, That they all, that is, believers, may be one in un. 
So that our union is not firſt among our;/e/ves, and then with the | 
Sox, and with the Father: but it is firſt-with.the Fan. and with 
the Father, and they with one another in them : And: (rift is the | 


one with the Church, and then after one with Chriſt but. weare| 


the 
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diene Peace and Unity | 
the door, through h we enter into Chriſt: For men may 
yoyn themſelves to err in the uſe of all ox#tward Ordinances, 
and yet never be joyned ro Chi, nor to that communion which 
Believers have in Chriſt; but a man cannot be jeyned go Chriſt, 
but he is jeyned to all Believers-in the world, in the communion 
they have with Chriſt, and with one another in him; which upon 
all oacaſions be enjoy with them, wherever he weers with them. 
do that the true Church is knit” up together into ove body and 
; | ſociety, by one Faith and Spirit; the (arches of men by in out. 
ward Covinant or Agreement onely. | 
10. The Churches of men have humane © ffcers, who act in the 
ſtrength of natural or acquiſite parts, who do al by the help of 
Stud), learning, and the like : But in the true Church, Chrift and 
che Spirit are the only Officers,'and wer one ly, ſo fur, 'as Clitilt 
and the Spirit dwel and manifeſt tbemſelves in them: arid ſo when 
they do any thing in the Church, it is not they that doir, bur 
_ | Chriſt and his Spirit io chews; aud by tem: And therefore faith | 
Faul. Seek pe a pro of Chriſt ſpeaking in me ? whith to you i, © 
not weak, but mighty: whoever is the 'inſirument, Chriſt is the 
only Preacher of the New Teſtament ; and that Which is the 
true Goſpel, is the miniſtration of the Spirit; for holy men ſpake as 
they were moved by the holy Spirit 3 und we re firſt anointed with 
the · Spirit, before they preached :' Judas! who preached the word, 
and was not ait with the Spirit, proved a rraitor to Chriſt; 
and who ever preach the werd without the Spirit, are the ſuc- 
ceſſors of adus, and alſo traitors to Chriſt. \ 
11. The Churches of men have the government of them laid 
on wen: ſbowlders, whether ſingle perſons, as Pope or Archbiſhop; 
or combined, as the General Councel, or a National Aſſembly; but 
the true Church, hath its government laid only on Chriſts 
foonlders, as the Prophet ſore told, Iſa. 9. Unto us achild is born, 
a Son u given, and the government ſvall lie on his ſpowlders : and 
Zech.6.12.' He ſhall build the temple of the Lord, &c. and he 
ſhall fit and rule wpon his throne : for none can rule the true 
Church, but he that uit it. For if the ¶ harch be gathered to- 
gether in ('briſt, as the 1rwe Church is, ( Vriſt is al waies in the 
midſt of them; and if Cbriſſ is ever preſent with them, his own ſelf. 
how cometh it to paſs that Chriſt may not reign immediate ly 
oyer them? Wherefore the ru Church, reckons it /afficient 
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-* places, ſhould be above and under themſelves. But Chriſt im each 


hl. 
— 


A 1 R 
* * "IT 4 | 


ho * 


e the rae Church of Chriſt, OJ 


avtharity, that they have Chriſt and his Hurd, for the ground of 
their practice; and what ever they finde in the Word, they pre- 
ſently ſer upon the practice of it, and neyer ask leave either of 
civil or eccleſiaſtical powers ; but the ¶ hurches of men will do no- 
thing without the aut hority of che Magiſtrate or Aſſembly,though 
lit be never fo clear in the word of God : For in their Religion 
[Rey regard the authority of men, more then the aw#hority of 
od. 1 * * 


18, The Churcbes of men, are ſtill ſetting themſelves one above 
another; but the aſſemblies of the true Church are all equa/, havin 
Clriſt and the Spirit, equally preſent with them and in them: an 
therefore the believers of one congregation cannot lay, they have 
power over the believers of another congregation, ſeeing a con- 
| — — have Chriſt and his Spirit alike among them, and 

iſt hath not anywhere promiſed, that he will be more with one 
then with aner her. And ſo Chriſt and the Spirit in one congre- 
gation, do not /b jected, neither are ſubjeſt to Chriſt and the Spirit 
in another congregation: as if Chriſt and rhe Spirit in ſeveral 


aſſembly of the faithful is their head, and th head they date not 
leave, and ſet up a fleſoly head to themſelves, whether it conſiſt of 
one Or. mam men — Amticbriſt doth as ſttongly inyade 
Chriſts headſhip in many, as in one man; in a Conne, f in a 
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Pope, 
Laſtly, The churches of men, the gates of hell (which are fs 
and death) (hall certainly prevail againſt; but the true church of 
Chriſt, though the gates of hell do always fight againſt ir, yet they 
ſhall never prevail againſt it; as Chriſt bath promiſed, Mat. 18. 
18. Upon this rock I will build My church, and the gates of belt hall 
ot prevail againſt it. | | 

In theſe things among other, the true Church of Chriſt differs 
from the churches of men: By which we may clearly ſee, that the 
true Church is not an ontward and viſible ſociety or corporation, 
neither can ir be pointed out by the finger, loc here, or los there, 
ſeeing it is not confined to any certain place, time, or perſon, but it 
is wholly 2 ſpiritual and inviſible ſociety ( asT have aid ) chat is 
aſſembled in tfie Son and in the Father, who are the true pale and 
circumference of this Church, and out of wb, no pars of it is to 


be found. 
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© Nowhereupon it will pre ſentiy be laid, it the true Church be 
Pn | 


1. How halt we b it? 1 | 
J.. How can we jeyn our ſelyes to it? 


Lo both which, I hope, l ſhill teturn a clear anſwer · And firſt 


How ſhall we kyow the ttueè Churrhᷣ ſeeing it is inviſible 2. - 

. Tanſwer.; Juſt ſo as (rift the bedd is known, is the cbwreb his 
| body known, and no other way; now Chriſt is known, 
1. By the revelation of the Father; when Peter contelſed Chriſt 

be the Sov of the living. God, Chriſt told him, that floſb and 

ad not revealed it ta bbw bs bs Father: now the members 

[2 hriſt can »a;more be kno, without this revelation of the 
acher, then Chriſt che head of theſe members, ſecing the Apoſtle 


. 


| that Wherever 
bee 


3. Chri 
t the works. of 


known, by their dong the Works of the head. | 
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Thus then you ſee, that though the true Church be 
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ou, 


lderſtanding, diſconrfr, &. 10 likewiſethe true Church wich lar. 
vibe in it ſelf, may yet be known by'ſe de certain ſigns, us by the 


word ef faith, which ſounds nowhere but in the Church, thtough 
the inſpiration of the Holy Spirit; as alſo by the Iiir of Chriſt ;. 
and preſexce and operations of his Spirit, & And thus yon ſee how 
the Church, though it be ſberitual, may be kyows, $ 2003 
Well, but how can we be joyned to ſuch a/ pri und i. 


4 Church? 


to Chrift himſelf ypon the ſame accomnr ʒ that is; 


ficult to be joy ned to a ſpiriunai and wnoifble b 

tal andiinviſible head; and all acknowledge Chi 

head, and all maſt acknowledge the ¶ hurchto beſt 
If any ſhall ſay that they cannot preſently 


that Werg 
ing to ou 
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& | Wherein the 
unity of the 


* oy Church 


lioſt ſuch a bo- 
I dy as Chriſt is 


knowledge of both. And, esa hath had his myfery of 


I made and conſtituted by a mixture of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical laws 
"and. power, is in no meaſure ſutable to a ſpiritual and inviſible 


” 
— 
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IT TheWayof true peace and Unity | 


Chriſt, Epbeſ. 5.32. This A great myſtery, but I ſpeak conrernin 

| 145 Dope Church : And this lerre myſtery (though both in 
deed make up one and the ſame myſtery) of the Church, or{brift 
the body, can no more be known by humane ſenſe ot rraſon, then 
the former of Chriſt the head ; the revelation of the Father, and 
the auointing of the Spirit, being neceſſary, for the right 


Aa 


iniquity, in oppoficien to Chriſt the Head, in ſetting up a viſible 
andecarnal-Head, inſtead of the inviſble and ſpiritua : fo alſo, he 
bath had bis myfery of 2 in oppoſition to the Church the 
body; in erefling a viſible and carnal body or Church, inſtead of 
an inviſible and ſpiritual : for without . e, the head 
and the body mult be ſutable each to r; and of the fame 
linde and nature: And ſo, 28 à viſible and carnal head, the Pope, 
\was in no meaſure ſutable to an inviſibie and ſpiritnal body, the 
trae Church; fo likewiſe a vifb/e and carnal body, or Church, 


head: But what a kinde of Head the true Chriſt is, ſuch a kinde 
of body or ſociety the true ¶ hurch u, and both are ſpiritual and in- 
viſible. And as the Lord in the former age, hath been pleaſed to 
reveal to the Church, the myſtery of the Head, after a long time 
of its obſcuring and darkning, under the reign of eAnrichrift : 
ſo now we wait in hope, that he will in this preſent age, reveal the 
myſtery of the body, which bath been no leſs obſcured then the 


former; t the whole myſtery, of whole ¶ briſt, may both be 
known anda hed among us, according tothe riches of his 
£/ory, by J. Wherefore all the faithful are deſired, as oc- 
caſion ſe make known, what Cad hath taught them in this 


matter, to ppl, what is here ſpoken, Weakly and imperfectiy. 
And thus having declared what the true Church of Chriſt is, 
and reRihed ſome ancient and general miſtakes touching it, I hall 
now proceed to make known from the clear and evident word, 
the true and onely bonds of the Churches union, peace agd apree- 
ment, as the eApoſtle hath delivered them to us, by the Spirit, 
Epheſ.4-4,5.6. | 
There is one body and one ſpirit, even as ee are called in one hope 
of your calling; One Lordione Faith, one Baptiſm. One God and 


Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 
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Were note in general, that among al theſe bonds of the 

Churches unity, the Apoſtle makes not ſo much as any mention of 
UNIFORMITY ; indeed the Rhemifs ( being through the 
juſt jud ge ment of God blinded ) from this very place, urge and 
preſs Vniformity ( which is the very word they uſe ) as being 
the great and mighty engine, firſt to advance the myſtery" of ini- 
qwity to its Throne, and after to preſerve it there. But it will ap- 
pear anon by the Apoſiles Doctrine, that no Confarmity or Uni, 


„ 


the ¶ hurch, is ſuch a Kingdom, as is not preſerved in its peace, by 
any outward forms and orders, as the Kingdoms of the world ace, 
but by inward principles: Wherefore I ſhall proceed to ſpeak of 
thoſe ſpiritual bonds of the ſpiritual Churches unity, which the 
Apoltle names; and they are in number, ſeven; the faſt where- 


of, is, 
ONE- BODY, 


There is one Cody, faith Paul; The right Church of Chriſt is but 
one body conſiſting of many members; and this is not a ere] 


ſeveral of his Epiltles, takes pleaſure to fer forth thewnity of the 
Church by hi limilicude ; as in Rom. 1a. 4, 5. An we have many 
member in one body, and all members have not the [amt office; Sowe 
being many, are one body in (hriſt, and every one members one of a- 
not her. And again, 1 Cor.12.12. As the body is one, and hath many 
members; and all the members of that one body, being many are but 
one body, ſo alſo © Chrift : Where he cals the bach, by the name of 
the head, both making up ove Chriſt, f W 

Now this Unity of Body, comprehends believernof all ages, 
and of all ſorts. - . 

1. Of all ages; for all believers that hath been in the world 
heretofore, or now are, or ſhall be hereafter, do all make up but 
one body of ¶ Vriſt, though born and brought forth of God in leve- 
ral times and ages of the world; as in a natural example, a childe 
is not born all in a moment, but is brought forth by degrees; 
and though one part be born, and another not ger born, this doth 
not hinder unity of body in the child; ſo the bringing forth the 
Church into the world in ſeveral ages, doth in no wile hinder this 
unity of body. 

f Y 2. As) 


formity, ate any bond; of the true Churches peace and union zſec ing 


or Political, but a 2 body, even the body of Chriſt. Paul in 


This one bo- 
dy compt- 
hends Be-. 
lievers of - _; 
all Ages. 
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8 N "The Way of true Peace and Unity | 
1 As this unity of body, comprehends believers of ab ages, | 
Ido alſo of all ſorrs and conditions, Jews and Gentiles, bond and 

Free, ec. all which are made in Chriſt, Paul in Epheſ-2. 
15. ſpeaking of Jews nnd Gentiles, ſaith, That Chriſt of theſe 


4 


; jean ( who differed as much as mankinde could) be bath made in 


n0ſelf, one new man : For Chriſt melting theſe two, by his Spirit, 
| — as fire, cauſes each to depart from himſelf, and makes both 
together, one ne may, or body of Chriſt in himſelf ; and thus | 
makes peace: For as long as men remain different bodies, or men, 
there is no peace among t them; but when (rift makes them one 
body in himſelf, he makes peace between them; unity of body being 
a molt neceſſary bond of peace in the Church; as the Apoltle teſti. 
fies, Col. 3.15. Let the peace of Gad rule in your hearts to the which 
ye are called, in one body. 
Now from this »»ity of body in the true ¶ hureh we may note 
very conſiderable things, a/ to our preſent purpoſe. 
1. That w»ity of body in the Church, flows from unity of head: 


* [for here the members do not firſt conſpire into an unity of body a. 


mong themſelves, and after chooſe a head ro their body; but fir, 
s | theſe members are united to the Head, and then to one another in, 
and with the Headzand ſo becauſe there is but one true head, Chriſt: 
there is but one true hody, the Church. | 
2. As the members of the vatural body, are horn ſuch, through a 
natural birth, before they do or can exerciſe any acts or offices 
ſutable to ſuch members, and do not firſt exerciſe ſuch offices, and 
then after are made ſuch members; as for inſtance, the eye doth not 
firſt 7 and then or therefore, is made an eye in the body; or the 
N hear, and then or therefore is made an ear in the body: but 
the eye, is firſt born an ge in the body, and then /ees; and the ear 
- [is born an ear, and then hears, c. So in the ſpiritual body of Chriſt; 
ſeach Chriſtian hath his member ſbip, meerly from a new or ſpiritual 
birth, and hath his office from his member ſbip, and. not from any 
attion or operation of his own, before he was a member. In this 
ſpiritual, as in the natural body, the eye is born an eye, and there» 
* | fore it ſees, and the foot is born a foot, and therefore it walks, and 
each believer, is only that, which he is through a nem birth, and 
cannot be placed, in ſuch and ſuch an office by men; no more 
then men can place, a ſceing eye or walking foot in the natural body, | 
but they muſt be bor» there, ere they can be there. Each member | 


in 
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in the true Church, is born in his place and office by God and is 
not placed thete by man, and when the Church perceives this 
ars in its members, it ſuſfers them to exerciſe thoſe places and 
offices in the body, in which God hath produced or brought them 
forth, by his Spirit. | a 
3. This wnity of body, ſtands well with a d:fference or diſtinition 
of members, and the difference of members, doth not hinder, but 
belt the unity of body: for faith Pant, The body i not one mens: | 
I ber, but many, and if they were all one member ,where were the body! 
> | And therefore in the body,there are diverſity of members,and each 
member hath its ſeveral form and office ; f the whale body were an 
eye, Where were the bearing, and if the whole Were an ear, where were 
ſecing, [melling, walking, & c. So in the unity of Chriſts body, there 
are diverſity of members, with diverſity of gifts and offices ; and 1 Cor. 13. 
ſo one hath the word of wiſdom, another the word of knowledge, | 
another the word of faith, another the gift of healing, &c. Every 
member in this body being in office, — having received the Spirit 


to profit withal, And ſo again, Rom. 12. 6. m_ then gifts dif- 
' | fering, according to the grace that is given to us (he ſpeaks of all the 
members of the body, which have ſome or other gifts, given to 
them) if it be propheſie, let us propheſie according to the propartion 
of faith; if miniſtry, let us wait on our miniſtring; or he that teach- 
eth on teaching, or he that exhorteth on exhortation, &. So that in 
the true Church, unity ſtands with diverſity, but in the falſe, unity 
will not ſtand without ani formity. 
4. In this true Church, or one body of Chriſt, notwithſtanding 
adverſity of members and offices, there is ſtill an equality among 
them all; ſeeing all a/ikg make up ove body; in which regard one 
member is as neceflary to the hed as another, and no member can 
ſay to another, that I contribute more to the making up of the 
body then thow ; the moſt honourable member, cannot lay thus to 
the moſt mean, not the eApoſt/es themſelves to Believers among 
the Gentiles ; for we are the body of Chriſt,as well as they, and they 
are the body of Chriſt no morethen we: wherefore no member, 
for diverſity of office, is to lift up himſelf above another member, 
Who is as »eceſſery as it ſelf, to the making up the body, and alſo is 
| Very whit as »/ef#/in its place. - 
5. As in the na body, each member is contented with its 
wn place and office in the 8 ſoizevery member through the 
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grace given unto it, contented with its place and office in the-ſpi- 
ritual body, and not one either envies or deſpiſes another. 

6. The members ofthe natural body, do not each live to them 
ſelves, but all of them ſerve one another, and each of them ſeryes 
all ; as the eye ſees for the foot, and the whole body, and the hand 
wor ks for the eye, and the whole body, &c. So among behievers, 
none ſiues and acts for himſelf only, but each believer ſerves all, 
and all ſerve each one in le. tk 

7. Members that ate united into one boch, have a true /ympathy 
with one another, both in good and evil things, 1 Cor. 12.26 And 
Whether one member ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it, or one 


8. Among the members of the body, thete is no lam of force, 


member ſerving another by love: and if one member be infirm, 
the reſt help it, and do not reject it: the more they care for it, and 
do not the more deſpiſe it, 


And this now is the firſt bond of the tr#e Churches unity, 
| Uvity of body. 


Now they break this firſt bond of unity, that either live out 
of this ane body of Chciſt, or elſe live in it, but not as members. 

1. They that do content themſelves, in jeyning to ſome out ward 
and 56 ſociety and corporation of men, though called 2 
Church, and think that by being uit to them in wayes of out ward 
Worſhip, and ordinances, they live in the xnity of the Church, when 
as yet all this while they liye out of that ne body, that is born of 
the Spirit, which is the one ly true Church, and body of Chrift : he 
that lives out of this ſpiritual body, though he live in the moſt ex. 
cellent ſociety in the world, yet he breaks the Anity of the Church, 


not living in exe body with it. And thus many break the Churches 
unity, that never think,on it. 

. Again, th.) break this bond of the Churches unity that live 
in this one body, but not as members; And ſuch are they, who having 
got the aduantage of the Magiſtrates power, will needs lift 
4 themſelves up above their fellow members, and exerciſe ant horita- 
tive, coercive, domineering power over them, whereas the very A. 


bers 


poſt les themſelves, were not Lordi of the Church, but fellow. mem 
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: | place of the Head? and ſo break in ſunder the nity of the body, 


the body of Chriſt without the Spirit, nor the Spirit of Chriſt 
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PT \ intherrueChurchof Chriſt, © © Tl 
bers wid the fairhful ; living in one body, and undet.one bead with | 


| them; and ſo did all by /ove and per/waſion, and nothing by force 
and violence. Now thoſe members that eat themſelves above 
their felow and equal members, what do they elſe but uſutp the 


which ſtands in the unity of the Head? He that in a ſingle or com- 
bined anity.ſets himſelf up above other Believers, by giving Laws, 
and by preſcribing and commanding Forms and Rules to thoſe that 
are every way his equals, he advances himſelf as another head be- 
ſides Chriſt; and ſo Anti chriſt is nearer to us then we ace aware ; 


[and many men that are ſo forward and fierce, to make and enforce 
Rules and Orders, colourably to procure the Churches peace, they 
are the firſ# men that do themſelves break this firſ# bond of thel 
Churches Vnity,co wit, Unity of Body, which makes al Believers 
equal members, equally ſubjeR to one Head. 


The /econd bond of the true Churches unity, is, 
ONE SPIRIT, 


There is one body, and one Spirit; ſaith Paul and through unity 
of Fpirit, they become one body, Now as the body of man conſiſts 
of many members, and but one /ou/ comprehends, quickens, 
moves, and governs al theſe members, making the eye to ſee, the 
band to work, the foot to walk, &c. So the body of Chriſt , which 
is the Church, conſiſting of many members, hath yet bur ane and 
the ſame HOLY SPIRIT, which comprehends, quickens, 
moves and governs them a, and brings them into a moſt near 
and intimate ſociety together, and inables each member, to its 
ſeveral office, according to its place and w/e in the body of 
Chriſt. 

And as a member , being cut off from the body, the ſoul doth 
not follow it, to cauſe it to live out of the unity of the body: So 
he that is divided from the true body of Chriſt, the Spirit, doth not 
follow him to make him live ſingle by himſelf ; and ſo neither is | 


without the body. 
And as the ſame ſoul in ſevera/ members, aRts ſeverally, and 


vet is but one and the ſame ſoul in all; fo the ſame holy Spirit in 
ſeveral Believers, works ſevtrally, as it pleaſeth, and yet is but 


the ſame hoy Spirit in them al. 
: Xx 3 80 


The right 
Church is one 
Spirit. 
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world have but ont and the, ſame holy Spirit in them, and this 
wnity of Spirit ia the Church, is one frong bond of its peace. 
among wankinde in general, and more nearly among kindred, 
che te is wnity of fle/þ, bur becauſe there is difſerence of ſpirit, 
thete is much envie, hatred, ſtrife and variance in that unity of 
fleſh ; but now the members of the body, ate not only one fleſs, 
but one ſol ot ſpirit tooqand ſo there is always peace and agreement | 
between them. And ſo the true Church of Chriſt is not only one 
body, but one Spirit too, and this makes it one indeed. For as this 
Spirit, is the love and connexion of the Father and the Sox; ſo it is 
alſo our eve and connexion in the Father and the Sox ; and as 
the Father and the Son live in unity of Spirit, ſo all Believers live 
the unity of the ſame Spirit in them. 

Now they on whom the Spirit was firſt given, after Chriſt was 

loriſied had alſo with the Spirit the gift of tongues, the Spirit given 
— for the communion of the Church, & ſo they ſpake with the 
tongues of all, the Church having through the communion of the 
Spirit, its ſociety and conſociation : For he that ſpeaks by the Spirit 
in the Church, where a are one Spirit in Chriſt ; he ſpeaks with 
che tongues of al; and when a Believer hears another ſpeak, it is, 
as if he himſelf did ſpeak ; and when ove ſpeaks, it is, as if a/ 
pake for he ſpeaks in the unity of Spirit with them, and ſo 
peaks the ſame doArine of the Goſpel and minde of Chriſt, which 
they al have equally heard and learned from God. 

Hence it is evident, that it is nothing to have the outward 
form of a Church, even as our ſouls could wiſh; except there be, 
' | inwardly in that Church, the Spirit of Chriſt ; for it is not unity 
of form will ever make the Church one, but unity of Spirit: That 
Church then that is deſtitute of the Spirit, in its laws, orders, con- 
ftitutions, forms, members, officers : what true unity can that have, 
in all its wn5formity ? | 


And this is the ſecondbond of the true Churches Unity t 
Unity of Spirit, 


Now they break this bond of the Churches wnity, that /ive in 
their own ſpirits, and not in ¶ briſts; for they that live in a dif- 


have 


| ferent ſpirit. from the true Church, what unity can they poſſibly 
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7 thoughts, councel, wilt, ends , they live quite and 
clean out of the unity of this ¶ harch, yea, in direct enmity againſt 
it 3 ſeeing our own corrupt and earthly * ate moſt contrary 
to the Holy and Heavenly Spirit of Chriſt, in which the ( hurch 
lives. - Wherefore we may learn hence, what to judge of thoſe 
men, that cry out much for the peace of the Church, and yet 
theinſelves, neither /ive in, nor are ed by, the Spirit of the 
Church; but either by their oW® Spirits, ot eAntichriſts. 
2. They that labour to joyn men into one body with the Church, 
that are not one Spirit with it, do marr the peace of it : For as 
wnity of Spirit in the Church is the bond of peace, ſo diverſity of 
Spirit is the breach of peace, and therefore to preſerve the peace of 
Church, none are to joyn themſelves to this one body, that are 
not of this one Spirit, 

3. They that being of the Church, do any thing in it by theit 
own Hpirits, and not by Chriſts, prejudice the peace of the 
Church; for the true Church is ſuch a body which is to have all its 
communion in the Spirit. And therefore when any pray or propheſie, 
or the like, in the ſtrength of natural parts, or humane ſtudies 
and i»vextion onely, and do not pray and propheſie in the Spirit, 
they break the unity of the Church; - for the faithful have com 
1 ex#niox With one another; onely ſo far forth as the Spirit is ma- 
nifeſted in each. 


hive with it? They then that live-in their own humave reaſon, 75 


Now if any (hall ſay, How may I know Cbriſts Spirit in theſe as 
and duties from a mans ovn ? * 

- T anſwer, That as by the Word of God we can judge of all other 
Words and DoRtines; and as by the Faith of ( briſt we can 
Ijadge of all other beliefs, ſo by the Spirit of Chriſt we can judge of 
all other ſpirics ; and can know where is the [ame ſpirit, and 
where is a different or 2 contrary ſpirit ; as the members of the 
body can judge of the oxe-neſs of Spirit that is among themſelves, 


The third bond of the true Churches anity, is, 
ONE HOPE OF OUR CALLING. 


Even a ye are called in one hope of your calling: As all Believets 
are called by one calling (which is the in ward and effectual voyce 


| of God to the ſoul, by his Spirit through the Golpel) ſo they 
| are 
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\ hath more intereſt dr ſhare in it then another. Fiſbes that 
live in the Sea, though ſome be greater, and ſome leſs, yet none 
hach-wore.intereſt ot ſhite in it then another; bur all being alike 
produced in it, enjoy. it alike: and creatures that live on the earth, 
though ſome be greater, and ſome Jeſs, yet all enjoy the Sun and 
Ar alike; and yet vearer, the members of the body, though of 
different quantity, form and office, yet al have Alike intereſt in 
the head and all its ſenſes, and in the ſoul and all its farultie:: So 
all the faithful enjoy Chriſt alike , and in him che Spirit and the 
Father; and no Belie vet hath more intereſt in Chriſt and Od. 
then another. 

So that A the faithful are called to the ſame things, and God 
gives not more, nor better. things to one then to another, but he 
gives immortality, glory, eternal life, the Kingdom of Heaven 
| which is the inheritance of the Saints, or which is all one, himſelf, 
alike to al, and makes a to fit alike in heavenly places in ¶ hriſt. 
and in the Father. 

Al the faithful then are equally called to an Unity of bope, and 
none can bope for greater or better things then another, It was 
a very carnal thing in the Mother of Zebedee's children, ta deſire 
of Chriſt , That one of her Sons might fic at his right hand, and 
another at his /eft hand, in his Kingdom, where a/ alike ſit at his 
right hand, and none at all at his leſt. Indeed in the Kingdoms of 
men, ſome have greater eſtates then others,and are in higher Ho. 
nour and e Authority; and-this breeds endie, and emulation, and 
firife, and diſtances, &c. but in the Sons Kingdom, and in the Fa. 
thers, all that ate counted worthy to dwell therein, do alike in- 
herit all things ; All things are yours, ſaith Paul: And he that 
overcomes ſhall inherit all things; ſaith Joby : And the leaſt be 
liever hath no 4%, and the greateſt hath. no more; and this cauſes 
unity and peace among them. We ſee what a ſtrong bond of 
praceand agreement, unity of hope is in them that travel together, 
that fight together, that labour together; and ſo much more in 
them who are equally called by God to the Kingdom of God. 


And thi; is the third bond, of the true Churches 
Unity: 


Nou 


enen t lled to his hope more then , 


T in the true Church of Chriſt, 


| Unity of Hope. 

Now they beak this bond of the Churches Unity, that live out 
of this hope of the Church, whole bope is in earthly, carnal, baſe 
things ; who pretending to be Chriſtians , yet live onely in the 
hopes of men, in hopes of _—_ profit, honour, preferment, and 
the attaining and enjoyment of the things of thu life, which they, 
according to the eagerneſs of their hopes, proſecute mightily, by 
all ways and means. Theſe men, I ſay, break che Unity of the 
Church: for what true Unity can they have with the true Church, 
chat live not in unity of hope with it > Seeing Worldly. bopes carry 
men one way; and the hopes of Believers carry them another : car - 


Saints makes them leave the world for God: Wherefore they- 


nal hopes make men leave God for the World; and the hope of | 


that differ in their hopes, which are their ends, muſt needs differ in 
their Ways and work; and ſo he that lives out of the hope of 
the Church, lives allo out of the unity of it. 


The fourth bond of the true Churches unity, is, 
ONE LORD. 


The right Church hath not any Lords, but One; and this one 

d only Lord, is the Lord peſus (rift : And ſo all the ſubjefts 
of this Kingdom are fellow [ervants to one Lord, tõ whom they 
do owe equal obedience ; and this alſo is a ſtrong hond of Unity. 
| For when there are divers Lords, there ate divers minds, and 
wils, and ends, and ſo divers law and theſe breed diviſcons, and 
diſſentions, and wars among men; but where there is but one 
Lord, there is alſo but one Law; and where people live by one 
Law, under one Lord, unto whom all are equally ſubject, this 
breeds peace and union. : 

Now the Lordſbip of the Church, is the Royal Prerogative of 
Chrif, and no creature mult preſume to arrogate this honor to 
bimſelf; ſeeing unto the very Angeli he hath not put in ſubjeRi- 
ſon this world to come, wheteof we SED And for mex;Chriſt hath 
charged his own Apoſtles ( who it there were any difference among 
Believers, might undoubtedly challenge the prebeminence) | ſay, 
Chriſt hath charged even them on this ſort, Matth. 23. 10. Be not 

Je called Maſters, for one 1s your Maſter, even Chriſt; but he that 
| Wat is 
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- | cejve the greater condemnation : it is not fit for brethrey, who ate 
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and ought to be /ervants to one another, but not maſters : and 
this ſame doctrige the Apoſtle Famer preacherh, am 3. 1. A9 


them, and they that are great exerciſe authority over them : but it 
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is greateſt among en, ſhall be Jour ſervant : That is, you may 


— 


bretbren (faith he) be not many Maſters, knowing that we ſhall re- 


equal among themſelves, to make themſelves maſters over one 
another. Cbriſt alſo hath ſpoken again, ſo plainly to this matter, 
Math. 20. that one would wonder, that ever the Beaſt, or his 
image, ſhould dare to arrogate to themſelves, Lordſbip over the 
— of God, in ſo clear alight ; Je kxow (ſaith Chriſt to the 
twelve) that the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over 


ſhall not be ſo among ſt you : he ſpeaks ic peremprtorily ; that ſome 
Believers ſhould not exerciſe dommion and authority over Be- 
lievers ; no not the greateſt over the leaſt, all being fellow ſefvants 
alike, under one Tord. Wherefore they that are puffed up in their 
hearts againſt their fellem ſervants , might better think thus with 
themſelves, why Chrift is or Lord, as well as theirs, and is as 
much over ws as overthem; and we are not over our fellow ſer- 
vants, nor they under u; but both of us are equally under Chriſt, 
and (rift is equally over us both; and fo Chriſt hath given as the 
ſame laws, he hath given chem; to wit, that we ſhould believe in 
him, and love one another; and he expects the fame obedience from 
us as from them; and ſo we are not to command one another; but 
are all alike to be commanded by him. It was the evil ſervant, that 
beat his fellow ſervants upon hopes of the delay of his Maſter- 
coming. 


And this is the fourth bond of the tr»e Churches Unity, . 
Unity of Lord, 


Now they break th bond, of the Churches Dnity, that either 
make themſelves, or others, Lords over the Church, beſides Chr: 
and parcel out this ove Kingdom of the Son to many Lords, to the 
great diſsonour of Chriſt, and d5/-#vion bf the Church, + 
- The Pope was the firſt that profeſſed himſelf to be the general 
Maſter in the whole Church of God: and after the Pape, 'a general |, 
Comcel took this honour to it ſelf; and by degrees, this Juſt be- 


eame as hard, yea, a harder tarkmaſter to the Churth, then the 
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22850 After, when particular King ms fell off from the Pope | 
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"Is the true Church of Chet. a 


and his Antxcbriſtian ¶ hurc hi the myſtery of iniquity , was not by 
this means wholly &fo/ved; but only was contracted and brought 
into a es compaſs; fort then the Archbiſhop made himſelf gene- 
ral maſter of the Church in each particular Kingdom, as the Pope 
before had done in 40; and after the Archbifop riſes up a Natio- 
wal Aſſembly, as the General Cauncel after the Pepe; and each 
of theſe in their cowr/es , uſuip Lordſhip over the ( hurch of 
Chriſt, to the ſad diſſo/xtion of its anity. — 

Moſt evident then it is, that during the time of the Apoſtaſe, 
the Church hath been moſt miſerably Lorded even amongſt us; 
for the Prieſt he Lorded it over the People, the Arch. deacon over 
the Prieſt, the Dean over the Arch deacon, the Biſhop over the 
Dean, and the Arch- biſhop over the Biſhop ; under which wofw/ 
bondage the Church cried out, as Iſa. 26. O Lord aur God, other 
Lords beſides thee have had dominiuſ over . And is this bondage 
of the Church now eaſed, by caſting off thoſe ſtrange Lords? 
Yea, do not men rather ſeek to excreaſe it, by ſetting yet ſtranger 
over it, whoſe names are ſo full of myſtery, that the common people 
cannot underſtand them? for now they would have the {!aſſical 
Pretbytery ſet over the ¶ ongregational, and the Provincial over 
the Claſſical, and the National over the Provincial; for ſo it is 
Voted, THAT IT IS LAWFULL AND AGREE. 
ABLE TO THE. WORD ORF GOD, THAT 
THERE BE A SUBORDINATION OF 
CONGREGATIONAL, CLASSICAL, PRO- 
VINCIAL AND NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
CHURCH: Now here is myſtery, and nothing but a certain 
riſing up into the o/d power, under a new name. And mark how 
they prove this ſubordination of (ongregational, Claſſical, Provin- 
cial and National Aſſemblies, to wit, by that Scriptuce, Mat. 18. 
where it is written, I thy brother trefþaſs againſt thee, and will 
neither hear thy admonition nor councel, nor the admenition and 
conncel of other brethren, TELL THE CHURCH; that 
is, the Congregation of the faithful. Now from this place they 
prove the fore mentioned ſubordination of Aſſemblies, juſt as the 
Pope once proved himſelf to be above the Emperowr, to wit, be- 
cauſe it is written, Ger. 1. That God made two great lights, the Sun 
N rule by day, and the Moon &) night. Now if chis might be 
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"[brought about, which they deſign, the Church would be ſo fat 


ky Thewn of true Peace and Unity 


from being eaſed of its ſtrange Lords that it ſhould have them 
exceedingly multiplied; for what is a National Aſſembly, but an 
eArchbiſhop multiplied? and what a Provincial Aſſembly, but a 
Biſhop mulciphed ? And a Claſſical, but a Dean and Arch deacon 
mulciplied? And thus the former Lords bring removed, they would 
in their ſtead; cauſe the Church to ſwarm with Claſſical, Pro. 
vincial and National Lordy, and would by no means ſuffer 
Chriſtz own Kingdom to return to his own Ldſbip and Domini- 
on. And thus whileſt they by ſecular power, ſeek to enforce theſe 
Eeclefraſtical Lords over the Church, they abſolutely break in 

ieces the wnity of it, even whillt they bear the fim people 
in hand, that they above all other men ſeek to preſerve it: ſeeing 
the plurality of Lords, is alwayes the cauſe of Schiſms and diviſi 
ont in the Church, which can never be one but under one Lord, 
the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 


The f/+h bond. of the tra Churches Unity, is, 


ONE FAITH, 


The true Church of God hath but one Faith, wrought by one 
Spirit, apprehending the ſame Chriſt , or the ſame living and 
eternal ttuth of God. So that Abraham, and Moſes, and David, 
and all the Prophets, and all the eApofties, and we who now be- 
lieve, and all that ſhall betieve hereafrer, all have, and do, and 
Hall live in the fame myſtery of faith; that is, Believers in all Ages, 
do not live their o- ¶ lives, but all live the life of Chriſt in their 
own ſon]-and bodies, each one receiving equally from Chriſt; the 
life of Chriſt, which- they a#.live akke in him, being ens with 
bim; as the. branches live equally, the life of the Vine; and one 
branch, lives it not more then another. Through faith then every 
Chriſtian is carryed- out of himſelf, and all his ꝰ things into 
Chriſt, whom he apprehends with all his fw/neſs, for his Ww] n; and 
in this faith, all Chriſtians are equal, and. none hath a better or 
worſe faith then another. 

So chat in regard of faith alſo, there is among the true Church 
unity and equality. | | 

For all Believers have one and the ſame faith, of the operation 
. God, wrought by the ſame Spirit, which railed up (rift 

| from 


UMI 
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in the true Charch of Chriſt. | | 


| Chriſt, equally enjoyed through faith: He that had five Talents 


from the dead ; and that faith which the Spirit works, neither 
1, death nor the devil can poſſibly prevail againſt ; and fo 


in all the faithful. 

Among true Chriſtians, ſome are not juſtified by faith, and 
ſome by works, but all are ſaved through faith, without the works 
of the law. | 

Among true Chriſtians, one Believers faith doth not appre- 
bend ove Word, and anothers, another word; but the faith of 
each, and of all apprehends one and the ſame word of truth and 
life, which is Chrilt bi-/e/f, Yeſterday , and to day, and the ſame 


for ever. 


Among Belie vers, one doth not /ive his own life, and another 
Ariſtt, which indeed would make them very different and une 
qual. but all live Chriſts life alike, and none their own, 

And thus is the whole Church knit together in Unity of 
Faith. 

Now this unity of faith is mightily able to preſerve peace among 
Believers, notwithitanding diverſity either of inward gifts, or 
out ward works. 

I. Unity of Faith preſerves peace, notwithſtanding diverſity 
of inward giti, inaſmuch as we are not made members of Chrilts 
body, through ſuch and ſuch gifts, but meerly through faith ; and 
o be that hath one or a 4% gift, is equally a member of Chrilt, 
through his faith. with him that hath another or a greater gift; and 
ſo wnity of faith, which makes us all one body in Chriſt, is co keep 
us one, notwithſtanding diver ſity of gifts and operations; and di 
verſity of gifts are in no wile to divide where there is unity of ſaith. 
Further, among them that believe, where there is the more gift, 
there is only the more /aboirr; but there is not another, or a better 
Chriſt 3. and where there is the 4% gift, there is the ſame 


given him, brought in five that he had gained; and he that had 
ten, ten: but he that brought in moſt Talents, had not more of 
Chrilt then he that brought in fewer ; and he that brought in 
fewer, Had not 4% of him, then be that brought in more; but 
each having Chriſt alike by faith. brought in the exerciſe of his 
ſeveral gifts. And ſo unity of Faith is to keep us one, notwith- 
ſtanding &verfity of inward gifts, + 

| And 


he faith of the opetation of the Spirit, is alcogether invincible| * 
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| T he Way of true peace and Unity 


And ſęe al js to kee , notwithſtanding div 1 of 
ont Ward: Works.” For aniry of Fab makes all believers — 


alike, though they differ in outward werk; For in ¶ Bvriſis King. 
dom each . — is reckoned by his fait, not by — 
ward wotks.” And therefore Pan, Heb 13. 7. having reckoned up 
many excelent works of the Fathers, doth not exjoz# us to follow 
their #orks, but their faith, ſaying, Whoſe faith follow, confiderin 
[che end of their converſation ; ſeeing the wnizy of the Church ſtands | 
in unity of faith ; and there may be unity of faith in diverſity of 
Works ; for faith uſes 2 any outward laws, manners, forms, 
works, ſo ſart as they may tend to the mortify ing of our bodies, and 
the edifying of our neighbours; wherein faith aſſo will judge for it 
ſelf, and will fuffer no body to judge forit: and in all change of 
works, faith is the ſame, and changes not; and the ¶ hurch till re- 
mains one, through «nity of faith, in the midſt of variety, and dj- 
ty of . — 4 And therefore where men are account- 
ed Chriſtians for ſuch and ſuch oui ward works ſake , and this unity 
of faith is not taugbe and received, there the gates of hel do cer- 


tainly pre vaii. 
| And this is the fab bond of the ryxe Churches unity, 
| Unity of Faith. 


Now they break tha bond of the Churches unity, that live out 
of this fairh of Gods Elect, ſee ing it is written, That the juſt ſhall 
live by faith: And therefore they that live by ſenſe in the things 
of the world, or by form in the things of God, they live out of this 
faith and untiy of the Church. 

FP They that live by /enſe in the things of the world, break this 
bond of the Churches wnity ; even ſuch as minde, and affect, and 
love, and defire earthly things, and have all their joy, comfort ſweet- 
neſs, ſatisfation, ſupport and confidence in the creature; theſe live 
out of the unity of the Church; ſeeing the life of ſenſe is clean 
contrary to the fe of faith: Faith carrying us to live in God 
out of the creature, and ſenſe carrying us to live in the creature 
out of God. . FALL 

2. They that live by form in the things of God, whether it be 
called Conformity, as the Prelates called it; or Vniformity, as the 


Rhemiſts do alſo break this bond of the Churches unity. For ts live 
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ſelves good (briſtians therefore, and others evil, that ſhall live 


faith doth not /ive upon this or that ferm of Religion, but it lives 
on'Chriſt only in every duty; and whatſoever form it may uſe for 
a help to the infirmity of the flef , yet in the e of forms it lives 

above forms in peſus Chriſt, and his falneſs, | 


The ſixth bond of the true Churches unity, is, 
ONE BAPTISME. 


The true Church, which is the body or feſs of Chriſt, hath but 
aue and the ſelf ſame Bapri/m, by which it is parified ; which is the 


ts/m wherein the Whole Church is one; which is not the Bapri/as of 
the ſg» , which hath often been altered and changed. but the Bap- 
ti/m of the ſubſtance, which comprehends all befzevers, and i der, 
and under ſeveral and various diſpenſations; und was the ſame b 
fore Chriſts comming in the fleſh, as ſince; belirvers both of the 
ewe and Gentiles, of the Old and New Teſtament, drinking all 


that, though many have wanted the Baptiſm of water, yet not 
one member of the true Church, hath wanted the Bapri/m of the 


upon this or that forms of religion, or worſhip, 10. as to think our 


Bapti/m of the Spirit: For the Apoſtle ſpeaks here of that Bap-|- 


alike into one Spirit, though theſe more plentiſully then thoſe : So 


1 


*— — 


$pirir, from whence our true (briſtianity begins. 

Now this Bapt iſin of the Spirit, is the onely Bapti/m that hath 
power and efficacy to make Chriſtians one: For through the Bap- 
tiſm of the Spirit it is, that the Church is made one body, as Paul 
ſaith, 1 Cor. 12. 13. For by one Spirit we are all baptized into one 
body, whether we be Jews or Greeks, Whether We be bond or free, and 
have been all made to drink into one Spirit: The true Church,drinks 
all into one Spirit ( as ye have heatd) and not into mary; and 
through one Spirit are baptized into one body, and not into many; 
and believers arenever truſy one, till they partake of this ane 


aptiſen, +. | 

Now this Baptiſm of the Spirit, as it is but one, ſo it is admins. 
red onely by one Chriſt ; as ohm Baptiſt witneſſeth, Math. 3. 11. 
ſay ing. I indeed baptize yourwith water unto repentance; but he that 
cometh aft er me is mightier then I, mheſe ſpoes am not Worthy to 


(bear che ſhall. baptiz.e you. with the Holy Spirit, and with fire: For 
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{as none can givethe Sox but the Farber, ſo none can baptize with 
* [rhe y but the Soxzfor this is Chriſts proper and peculiar Bapti/m 
from the Throne of his g/ory 7 und no mens whatfoever ; this he 
{hath reſerved in his ow» power; and hath not given it into any 
mans power. | | 


And this is the ;x;b bond of the true Churches wnity : 
One Bapti/m. 


Now they break this bond of the Churches unity, that content 
themſelves onely with the Bapti/as of warer. being deſtitute of che 
Bapti/m of the Spirit; and fo remain in the ancien of all their 
old corruptions and \ults, and in all the fi/thiveſs and pollution, of 
fleſh and Spirit j by reaſon of which they can have no true peace 
and agreement in heart, and Spirit, and Nature, with thoſe who are 
cleanſed from theſe pollutions, and are waſved and juſtified purified 
and /anftifiedin thie ame, and by the Spirit of God; For what 
agreement can there be between them that live in all the corruption 
| of S»ful men, and them that {ive in the renewing of the Holy Spi. 
rit? So that it is not the waſbing of water. but the waſhing of the 

Spirit , that is the true ground of the true Churches wmry ; and 
they that Wart this Baptiſm of the Spirit, though they have been 
baptized with water never ſo much, live quite and clean out of the 
unity of the Charch. 

* 


The ſeventh bond of the trxe Churches #nicy, is, 


ONE GOD AND FATHER OF 
ALL, WHOIS ABOVE ALL, 
AND THROUGH ALL, 
AND IN YOU ALL. 


| And this, though it be /aſt named, yet it is the firſt fountain 
and original of the Churches wnity, even One God and Father of all. 
The true Church is a Kingdom of brethren, who have all; one 
God and Father, from whom alt receive alike the divine nature; 
which being one and the ſame in all, without any difference, makes 
them all one, aud equal, that ate born of God, For among theſe, 
none have a better Father then another; nor none bath a more ex 
cellent nature then another, but all receive the ſame nature oo 

| the 


n — 4 


in the trut Church of f 
7 Janne God and Father; and ſo are brethren in the Zordzand this |" 
alſo is another frong bond of wait | 

Fot they having Al one G 
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one more or leſ then another, but comprehends «ll in one and the 
ſame love with eus Chriſt, And this truly. known, will reſtrain 
believers from wronging one another, when they know, that ſuch 
ate every Whit as dear, to God, as themſelves j and that God hath 
s great and tender love ta them, and care over them. | 
{ Secondly, All are alike ne to ws, becauſe of this one God 
Father; and ſo among trae Chriſtians there can be no ſuch di- 
| ons, and fuZions, and dings, as among worldly peopte j; becauſe 
Chriſtiax is not nearer to us then avether ; and lo we do not roke |+ 
part with one againſt another, but Aare alike year to us and 0 
without any reſpect of per/ons, we embrace «ll that are horn of God, 
with an equ«/ love, and ſeek the good of each one, yea, of every one 
as Well as ang one. r Nenn | 


owe this Cod and Farber of the (hareh, he farther deſcribes 

that he Is, Me NIB | 2: 

1. ABOVE ALL; The Father is above the children, and — 

are fot above one another, but he is above them al, ruling and 

- Over-ruling them; and ſo they are not to live-in their own Wille, al 

Which mighs cauſe difference, but in their. Fathers pill, which 

-  Caules amy 3 and thus his being above them all, keeps. them in 

peace; Whereas we ſee, where children live without due /#6- 

| - jeflion, having no body above them, as it falls out ſometimes a+ 

„ mong Orphans, there they are often waqwiet. and grievom. tc 

| one another: Bur God is above all his children, and ſo keeps}; 2 
them in due ſubjection to 7 qnietneſi and love with one . ' 

another, daily compoſing thetr gifferences through his 2 <5, | 

2. He is, T ROUGH ALL: as baviog communicated to a an 
bis gyn nature j and ſo according to this xatre of his, which he you all 

& bath commonicated to all alike and all alike poſſe/4,he is throught , 

: 7 Ta And hereypon they all. maſt needs be one, becaule| ..... ._ 

70 never differs from himſelf, but his nat ure is at unity with it 

in all, in whom it deli; and brings them «ll out of the 

J 


 Aifferynces of their natures, into the unity of Gods. ' 
3. He is. IN THEM ALL. gd is ſuch a Father as bath his 


od and Father ; Firſt, all are alike dear | Where all are, Þ 


to him, becauſe all are alike bor» of him, and ſo he loves not 1 


3 9382 


LITT Children; be bach a pee! prese in thew, 


8 ee peace and Unity 


in chat weafares far God dwel in Chrift and Chriftians other- 
: 24 36 © wiſe then in the uh of of che creature; Tor by communicating 
1 his watwye tO jo through his unten wich them And wherever 
_*Godcommunicates his aa, there. he is preſent moſt truly, 
| powerful, and gloriouſy indee@: And ſuch a preſence of God 
| 10 bis Cher is Keeps ir in tonſt ant and unc hangeable unity: 

Fot bow can! 155 ave Cod rbus dwelling in them, and 
who again thus well in God be at odd: among themſelves ? 


And this is the ſeventh: bond of che cr Churches anity; 
vQNE GOD AND FATHER, cc. 


brake | Now? ber thit bond of the Churches unity, who have nor 
bond of this ove God and Father of the Church to be cheit God and their 
ho will needs call God Father, and yet are none of his 
45 en ; Who will be of the chreh of God, and yet are hot hn 


; 15 is AT 10 b live RY "ork their n natur, and not ac- 


to Gods break the unity of The Charch, 


|ſecing we can. vo. lo W tele peace, then this ove God avd Father 
| E 0 and hong w, and in . A e he wil 


* f chi is Aha T 
250 Father 8 ee unity of 
children that ate dnely born Hfer 1755 5 ſo ume live 2 


1 live al er the natwre of ge, 
fle 4 ind - at th 
| | pirit, would neyer have. omittrd it. And ther 


1 e 75 peut u ide Church, 


c is GA their 4 el on! 


| 3 1 
* 1 at now among them, one body, aud one Spirit, and 


2. and one'G aud Farher of all , are nothing at all to rhe 
bar their an 


e 
bar (which yet chey be 


member: ofthe Ch#h th od grant e | 
deſcent. 9 


e po are fe body Seit tie Churches irie wnity 

is no bre bond of unity . the 

vel bebe tele For if hege hud, the Hpoſtle bete guided 

elote the 

* | wore ite they to Hume, who miking a . and lifting up 
n 


tel even JL oe ark Outed ny 
2 of chem al and that is Eren ni. 


N FIG calling, and one Lord, and one Faith, and one 


is all ix al; and har ver 
0 Srrprareol Code rg | 


Tang in them after the mauer be dwelt in Chrif,though not 


| 


o the a Of mer, ind are nor len vf the Spirit, to 
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in the erve Choreb of Cami. 


no nor once to name) he is the man with chen, that brea che 
Charches peace ; and ſo, Adele Ae they have 'exa/ced their 
| amiformisy above this ſe vn ſold wnity of the Church , and fo 
ae (as much as in them lies) made the word of the, Sgirit void, 
h theit carma ( that I ſay no more) traditions. Porz man 
may beak all theſe ſeven bonds of the Churches unity, and yet be 
a very good member of their Church, if he onely obſerve their wnd- 
mii; but if he break this, he is a Sohi/avatike and an Heretike, 
and not Worthy to live in their account, though be live in all the 
bonds of this tyue and piritual unity. | | | 
|" Wherefore to eſcape theſe ſuares, let all believers know aſſu- 
redly, that theſe ſeuen bonds named by the ¶Apoſtle, whichare all 
| þirizual,and of God, and not one of them canal, ot of wanarc the +; 
ovely bonds of the true Churches true unity 3 and that Whoever of | . 
their own. minds preſume to ada to theſe, are guilty of adding. ie * 
God, themſelves being hut wretched creatures. Ad ſo 
emſelves in all the curſes written in his Book, | 


the Church, nit 
Aa 2 
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by orher bonds, then arc 
ws; - here 
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And therefore dear Chri 


ſeven bonds of unity, all of 
not div 
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X r 


n, neither will it 1—— | 

10 and believers , eing we haye 
own making. to make us oye, let 
rey of forms und rites, which are but forr things of mans 
making, ate and divide us : but ſeeing each of theſe bonds are 
alle tõ make us ove, how much one, ſhould af of en together 
make us? 

And thus having ſhewed from the word, how all Chen and 
believers ite made ove by God ; the next thing, I (hall aim at, is, 
to new how they may continue one among themſelves, in refe- 
rence to that communion they have with one another, whillt the 

in this wor/d, flowing from the former unibn; that ſo f 
ry ive miſtakes, which now', even many believerrare yrie- 
w- rapped in, may be diſpelled and done away, and we may 
in this pure and perfect union with one another in God, making 
in ne things /»b/ervient hereunto, and none of them pre- 
141. 


by ad to this purpoſe I conceive, we are, 


1. "To know ſome things; „ And both otherwiſe then yer 
And for ſeem , eithet to know or do 


un 
2, Tod other things: em. 


1. To preſerve our peace we have in Chriſt, we muſt be inſtrutt- 
ed aright, in the matter of the Churches G O'V ERN M EN: T, 


. | becauſe the wif ake in this hing is fo great a cauſe of comtrover ſi 


and diviſion among us at way For if the true ¶ hurch hath its 
true government, without ms uch uch forms and laws and power, as is 
now ſo carn 02 Þ contended foe ; there is no reaſon we ſhould fat 
ent and wes r theſe things. | 
Now the Government of Med is wofoll 


1. There is that ve, which God exerciſes immediatly 
by himſelf. 
And 2, That Governmeyt which he exetciſes mediately, and by 
the 4 
9 of theſe, that is, Gods immediate n is alſo. 
two. fol 


1. The Government of his fpeciall providente. . 


2. The Government of bis ſpiritual preſence. 
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ſtrange, wonderful and 2 Fovernment. This was that Go- 
vernment of God, over the Church of Iſraei, when he took his own 
Nation, out of the midſt of another Nation, by 'remprations, ſi gut, 
wonders , by a ffrong band, and a ſtretched out arm, and great 


wilderneſs, in gatbs that were not trodden, when he fed chem with 
| bread from heaven, and water out of the Rocks , when he /affered 
no man ro do tim wrong, but reproved even Kiugs for their ſake, 
and through multitudes of enemies and oppoſitions, led them into 
the Land of Caneay. Thus, God led that Church,” from bondage 
ro liberty, from tribulation to quietneſ ; from à ſordid condition, 
to honour and renn; from a ſtrange nd; to 2 land of inberi- 
tance ; and from ſlavery to a Kingdom.” And this was a glorious 
Government indeed ſtanding in Gods immediate condut?t from 
heaven, far above all hamane councels, Wiſdom, ſtratagems, or any 
thing elſe of man contriving and acting: and this government 
of God is ſo far bey ond all bxnrene apprebenſions, that according 
r Way # the Sea, and bu path in the great wa- 
aud bisfootftep? are not (nm.. | 

And is not this kinde of Gods government, of the ſpiritual 


, as was that of the viſible Church of the Old Teſtament ? 
For though the beginning of it wis ſmall and lo in the world, 
yet. did it receive hheveys with the encreaſe of God, and was re 
ſerved, maintained and enlarged in the world, not withſtanding all 
the rage and cr welties of the perſecuting Heathen Emperomrs , for 
three hundred years together; and ever fince, God himſelf bath 
taken the condutt of this Church, and hath cxrryed it through 
diffientties, diſtreſſes, reproacheſ, priſons, torment, deaths. to eaſe. 
liberty comfort, joy, ſalvation, xlory, life, happineſs ; and this hach 
God: glorious government of the Church hirherro.” And at 
this preſent time the Church of God wants not this government, 
2 ill the traublet, conſufſam, Whrs , and deſolarions of the 
Kingdom, but God is now as near his true Church as ever; and 
ſupports it and comforts it, and guides it as a thilful Pitor, in ſuch 
fort, that though the flows lift up their voice and billoms agrinit 


la the Government of his /pecia/ providence; ind this is a moſt 


terrours, when he led them through the red Sea, and through the 


hurchof the New Teſtament every whit as Wonderful and y lors- | 


it, yet they cannot fink it; For the Lord on high in mightier then 


the mighty waves of the ges: And fo til, even at th day, the 
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+ 11 ber 10 through che midſt of Wolves and Lyons, yea 


and gives them ligbi in darkueſ#; conneels in difficulties, and ſuc- 
ceſein all attemper, above and beyond, both all the . all 


not oſ his very peqple, bur wholly according to che come of his 


| the 


| . Fo nel dt I, why, my 


| e inthe e Of Fo 24 


ee. Peace and Unity 


though the midſt of Devilr, in admirable and invincible ſafety, 


the expeftation of the world. 
Now note here, that this k/nde of govermment of the Chorch Ge 
doch not mannage, according to che wiſdom and tBowghts, no 


Fa po and the hang of his pwn hears + doing. things, that 

malt not know het, bur muſt know afterward: ; ven, ſuch 
oy 5s as for the preſent ſeem ab/urd , and abſolutely deſtradtivr. 
And his is the #/#4/ way and order of Gods goverving his Sci 
Thas of Luther, ou Gen. zs. ĩs worth pur winding here. ( ſaich 
bare e r certain wayes and me. 
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* 1 thy name, . 


—.— the knowledge of thy 
excell 


a * Was nexet m 4 5 Peter or Martiv (meon- 


E Lead. govern 7 Now * he) it is very grievous, that 


Fon. Bs Gor lagi at this wiſdom al gine,. and 


| eee orm, or govern, or lead me. 
Fox I amnot a 45 but an Ae od ho uſe always to 


ou te hy wee * ;that we are commanded 
to waortife 1 many, who gonld not 
@ endure this Fa oh Yen, hoctibly. . And.,thus. this 
kinde of Gods err, is whc ally accardiog to his em . 
2 de an my Mn. yea oo to aurs. nd 
| Were in acqyarneed Wien ren, 
Gods, ecigd providence, Over his. Church. 
1454 ſort of Gods immediate > eel of his 
Chorch, i is the verment of his fpuritual Preſence „ Or Cad. 
| government ita us. For the . Wade is the City 1 Cod, 
and framed, b 


2 * ah. 


Ty 


__— —- 


Fd ——ñ—— 2 - . 
KT > ener oe On —U— ico - — - - — — aw 


2 


| in the true Church of chr. 
according to every part of ir, by the Spirit, to be the habiration 
| of God; this is the tee of rhe living God, as God hath ſaid, and 
'W Gol ij in it of a truth: And if any would know what b Church 
© liscaled, the name of it is, THE LORD IS THERE. 
And fo the whole guiding and ordering of this Church. de 
wholly on God, who dwels Withiz it. For God will not dwell in 
bis o Chutch, and (ir 74/1, whilft orbers that are wirbt it, (hall 
governit ; but rhe government of the right Church, hes on hi 
ſhoulders, who is Immanuel, God with us, and in us. And fo thu 
cament of the b, is one of the invifible things of God, 


in the Church: ¶ Vriſt who fil it, gov 


Spitit of rush; into patience, by the Spirit of parience; into love, 
by the Spirit of love; into power, by the Spirit of power ; int 
humility, meekyeſi, patience, heavenly mindedveſs, and into the ful 
neſi of all Righteowfneſe, by chat Spiric;which-concainy aj 

graces in it ſelf, and vori them in all s,, in whom it Ar 
In this government we bear the voice behind ut, ſaying,. This is the 
way, wall in it, when Yee tary either to the right hand, or to the left. 
In this 


hearts by the Spirit of God, as God hath ſaid, I will write a 
in their hearts, and in their imad parti und this Jaw; l the Word 
of life ; for the living Church or body of Chrift , can only be 


of life. 


Church wonder fully, the ſow/-nor ſeeing the wens and comeels of 
God, hereby he forms and faſbiant the Church, according to his 
own winde, and evod pleaſure , clean contrayy to humane reaſon! 
and judpement ; forhe brings them to wow ning, to bring them 
te comfore; brings them to dear, to bring them to faith; to 
1b, to bring them to lie; yea, even to hell, to bring them to 
heaven: leading his cheſen people aftet ſuch a ne, that working 
would follow but faith, which /ookp not at the things which are 


feel. in good aeſt, the ttur ſorrows of dearh , and pai bell, 
. 


399 


erning it, by a moſt preſem 
and powerful, but inviſible influence; ſeadimg it into truth by the 


| nment we have not od laws to order us, 8s the | 
| Kingdoms of the vori have;'but an i dam titten in Our 


governed by a living werd, which is called, the /aW of the ſpirit |: 


ſeen, but at the thing which are nor.feen. And thus, when the 
ſoul is in the midſt ot many fears, Wors, ayonies, tomptatious till it | 


light ;. 


„4 


- 
on r a= 


- And according to this Government alſo, God guides the true} - 
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| ther fort. of Government of the Church, which Chriſt exerciſes 
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m_ wants aloe rand and kyows not which Way to _ it 

W- at 4 comes and manifeſts himſelf to the ſoul, and 
and dire: and comforts it, and leads it into the nah of 
40 — redeem: it from all diſtreſs, ſubduing the werd, and the 
Lee ſn, and death, and bei under it; yea, and carrying it 

into all the falueſi of gal. 
Now «theſe mo ſurts of Governments; to wit, the one of his | 
ſpecial r N preſence , the true 
Church never wanted in any Age : eſent Age, when 
the Prelatical Government hath been — foe ſeveral years 
horror Can 2 2 think, that the vight Church of 
Chriſt hach all Government'? N ay Altchis While it 
— — —.— by his þecra/ eee 
ee his / piituai * So that neither the _— 
not —＋ 1 — have been able to prevail, neither againſt its 

nor. comforts: And for an ho formal, viſible, enforc Go. 
vernment, = the of civil Corporations , Of worldly 


= as well want ſuch a ent 

time g yea, and it is bef without it, as being 

| perf — rom. the tyranny of men, and more immedi> 

_ under the Government of Chriſt, its onely King and Law- 
iver. 433 


And therefore che that are e for an outward and 
2 e Government" of the Church, aftet the manner of the 
ingdoms of the World ; I do heartily wh, that if it be the good 
— ure of God, they might ſometime ot other be exerciſed with 
temptations ee and with the ſence of the Wrath of God, and 
| 33 For by this means: their idle and _ 
thoughts and — 5 — of governing the Church of God 

mane power and methods, would ſoon vaniſs, and they woul — 
give over to trouble themſelves, and the faithful, about things 


that have neither power in them to free from eternal death, not to 


procare eternal i | 
And thus much for that e «fold Gonernmene of the Church, 
which God himſelf exerciſes immediately in and over it; where · 
of we Aal not be ignorant, if we de e the prac of 
the Church; both in our ſalve: and of 

No belides this immediate mole of God, herd is ano- 
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. by te e e e Ce 


+ 8 of eee hen th this 1 0 — 
e ſame unbelief; whereſore, they not ſo much as minding i” 
1 government of Chriſt, which — ani by bite {: 
, have made this mediate Government of the Church by wan, i: 
Ito beal; And this alfo, I ſay, they have underſtood moſt groſs- $5 
ly and carnally, and not according to the Mord, but according to 1 

their own igverant and ſeduced hearts. I (ſhall not trowble the 
| Reader with their particular miſ apprehenſcons in this matter 3: ſee | 

ic is far more profitable to content our ſelves with the plain and 

— truth, then to enquire after variety of errort. Where- 
fore letting alone their darkneſs, I ſhall onely cura aur that the 
light of the Word may ſhine unto us in this matter, that herein alſo 
we may be taught of God, if it be the will of Ca 

This mediate Government then of Chriſt, in the trur Chuich, What the 
T conceive to be nothing but this, Chriſts ordering all things by mediate Go- |: 
the faithful, among the faithful, in reference ta the Com munges. of dernen of ©... 
. int. 

Now becauſe many Chriftians deſire inſtruſtiom and light in 
this matter, I (hall be willing to hold forth to them that meaſare] | * 
of knoveledge; ubich! have received herein; being defiraws allo to "= 
learn my ſelf of them chat can reach me beeter by the Word. And ....: | 
that I may proceed the more · dſtincliy, I (hailpropound ſeveral "= 
dag, to which I (hall ſpeak ia war: and they berbble [2 


1. To Whew Chriſt hath committed. the power of ordering and | The particu. | 
managing all things in the true Church, in reference tO the | lars contain- 
communian Of Saints. ed in this 

2. What kinde of power this is which the true Church hack. no 

3. What is the extent of this power. ' | 

4. What is the outward inſtrument of it. 'Y 

5. What the tr«e Church can da, by vertue of it. And this 4 
comprehends theſe particulars. | NF 


1. It can gather it 17 together. | E. 
2. It can appoint its own order. | 2 
* Ir can chooſe ies oWn officers ; and if need be, reform them, | 
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or Wen them, VT 
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| know, for the preſeruing among themſelves that peace and unity 


| 1 Towhom Chriſt bath committed the power of ordering and 


I pewer; and no one partakes of this power more then another, any 


ſ to be dane in the Kingdom of God. 
.be ood ; where Gbriſt ſaith to Perer, Au I will give unto 


| ethers have been trucking with the world, by their falſe inter- 
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pe IR jugs of all Doellriaet, both of ite Officer and 
—Andial cheſe things I reckon needful for the, true Church to 


hey have in hriſt. 
0 "They el ae is, 


„managing all things in the true Church, in reference to the 
communion. of Saints. 

I eAnwer ;" He hath given it to the true Church it ſelf, as for- 
merly deſcribed; even to each and all the members of it: for 3s 
natural power belongs to all natural men alike, ſo ſpiritual power 
(which is the true. Church. power) to all ſpiritual men alike, 
Chriſt in a Believer is the root of true Church-power ; and beczuſe 
Chriſt d wels in al Believers alike, through unity of faith + there. 
fore al Believers partake alike of ſpiritual and ſwper-natural 


more, then he partakes of Chriſt, more then another; bur Chre/t 
in them all, is the /e/f- /ame power of God, to do al things that are 


And. according this /e»/e, that place in Math. 16. 19. is to 


thee the keys of the Kingdom of heaven; and whatſoever thou ſhalt 
bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven; and whatſoever than. ſhalt | 
looſe on earth, ſhall be looſed in heaven. The Pope and Papal 
Church, under colour of this place, have made great merchandl(e, 
and have exceedingly abuſed, and cheated the Nations, for many 
bundred years together; but the /ight of the Goſpe/hath ſhined 
forth, and the days of their traſfique are at end: And yer ſince, 


pretations of this place, and have thought to uſe it, to their great 
advantage ; but the. dey hath ſo far dawned, that their dow. 
alſo, are flying away. 

But not to keep you longer, from the Words themſelyes; Peter 
had faid to Chriſt, Thos art Chriſt, the Son of the living — 
And Cbriſ replyed to Peter, Bleſſed art thow, for fleſb and blood 
bath not. revealed it to thee, but my Father Which i heaven; and 


then adds, Tnto thee will I give the keys of the Kingdom of 
| | 15 beaven L 
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_ r 
braven, &c. that is, not to Peter as am Apoſtle, ot Aiuiſor, but as 
a Believer, who had the Revelation of the Fatber, touching the 
Sox 7 and ſo 40%, they are given equally; to each faithful Chri- 
tian, who hath the ſame Revelation'with Peter, as alſo to tho 
whole communion of Santi. And ſo, theſe Keys are not given to 
any particular perſon or perſons, conſiſting of fleſs and blood, ot im- 
pleyed in ſuch or ſuch an Office; but that man, whoever he be, 
that hath the Revelatios' of the Father, he it is, to whom theſe 
Keys ate given, and to non elſe : and ſo they ate . to each 
-| Believer in particular, and to the whole Church o 
general, 

But What are theſe Keys, about Which, there hath been ſo great 
4 do in the Church? : 720 auf 84-20-40 | 
I #nſwer, They are not any ontward Eccleſiaſtical power what- 
ever, that men have deviſed, to ſerve their own faut withal; but 
to paſs by the many falſe conceirs, wherewith many former and 
preſent Writers, have and ds (till rrowble the Church; Job doth 
tell us plainly, fob. 20.22. What Matthew means by the Keys 
the Church. Chxiſt (faich he) appeating to his Diſciples after his 
Reſarreftion , breaching on them, ſaid, Receive the holy Spirit 
[ here are the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven] and then adds, 
Whoſe fins je remit , they are remitted; and Whoſe ain, they 
are retained ; that is, when ye have recei pi#; then you 
have received the Keys, to binde and looſe,” to remit and retain ſin, 
and that not according to hour wils, but wholly according to the 
miude, and will, and direction of the Spirit. And ſo, Chriſt then 
before his aſcention, gave theſe Keys, truly to his Diſciples, but 
more /o/emnly and ſully at the day of Pentecoſt ; when the Spirit 
was given by Chriſt g/orified : and after, the Gentiles, who by the 
preaching of Peter received the Spirit, even as the Apoſtles did, 
they alſo received theſe Key; and ſo all, that have received the 
' Spirit , have the Keys of the Kingdom equally. committed to 
them, and the power of binding and looſing by the winiſtration of 
the Spirit. And ſo theſe Keys, appettain not oni to greater 
(ongregations of Chriſtians, but to the very leaſt odwmwnion of 
Saints, as Chriſt hath promiſed, here two or three are met toge. 
ther in my name, there ans I preſemt in the midſt of them: Where 
we * 4 1wo 
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{tr Fabry of, is th Church, which is horn of God, and of che Spirit, and ſo 

is not at all of this world; ſo the power, that is agreeable to 

: this Church is the power of God, and his Spirit, and not at all of this 

| (world; chat is, it is not any civil or ſecular power; I may add, 
|nor an Eccleſiaſtical : 

 Ifhending it) that hath any place in the true Church, but weerly a 

- ſpiritual nad heavenly power, without any conjunſtion or mix- 
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Congregation of the faithful, ſeeing ave are not of the Church 


| ſufficient 


\ihem.; who have been. fo buſre to bring ſerular power into a 
' /piritzal Kingdom, as if Chriſts own power, in his own Kingdom, 
were either Weak or imperfett, 


1 ſex over the body z it is not a csercive, but a perſwaſiue 
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or the off ended brother ſhould tell che 
Church, Mat 18.17. Now the Church; is not the Officers, but the 


chrough any Offer, but. only throagh faith. And by all theſe 
things it is evident, That the power of Churoh-government, that is, 0 
the power of afting and. ardering all chinge, among the faithful, | 
belongs to every faithful man alike, in the Congregation of che 


2. What Kinde of power this is, which the true ¶ hurch hath. 
1 anſwer in general, thavic is a power ſutable to the Church ot 
Kingdom, whereof it is the power : now as the Church we ſpeak 


power © (according to the common under 


ture ol the ober; ſeeing Chtiſts power is perfect, and every way 
for his own Kingdom, and Chris Kingdom is Gods 
Kingdom, as well as the Fathers, and ſo men may « well carry 
worldly and ſecular power, into the Fathers Kingdom, as into the 
Sons, lecing this, is no ot her then the Kingdom of od, though it be "4 
among men, and no other then the Kingdom of Heaven, though it 

be upon earth ;, which hath not been under tand not conſidered by 


x Hou particularly, ny 3 the true Church, is (as 
id ) Chriſt-power in the faithful, is, the „elf ſame with 
Ari power in himſelf; and lo, 4 
1. It is not a power of violence, but a per of influence, even 

ſuch a power as the Head hath over the members, and the 


power, a power that makes men Willing that are not willing, 
| und doch not — ppvek their willi. ; 
* 4 2. This|-- 
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power of the Church, ſets men under others; 7 (faith Chriſt 


pf himſelf) am among you as one that ſerves : and again, 


He that will be the chief among. you," let him be the ſervant 


of all. 


„This power, is for edification, and not for defiruttion ; 1 


Paul acknowledges, again and again, that. the power the 
Lord gave 25 was thi, and no other power, vis. not to 
caſt men out of their native Kingdoms; but to tranſlare them 
into Gods Kingdom; not to take away their outward Liber. 
ties or Eftates, but to bring them intq the Liberty and Inbe. 
ritance of the Saints ; to bring men to ecernal life, and not 
to deſtroy men, by tempural death; 


4. This power, ſeeks the good of others, more then its own, yea 


good of others, with the neg/elt of its own; So Moſer was 
not buſie, to have a moſt rebe/lions people, blotted ont of 
the-Book of /ife, but rather deſired , his ms name might be 
blotted out of that book, that (if it had been the i of 
God) theirs might have been written in. And Pau deſired 
that jd might be ſeparated from Chriſt,” that his be. 
thren an 74 ain any feſh, might have been unitea to 
him. And if this power ſeck the . good of others after this bigh 
rate, even to the negleſting, as it were, and laying eber 
own eternal good, how much more to the neg/efing and 
laying aſide their temporal good, their worldly profits, ad. 
vuntages and dignities? ä 


This power, doth not make others ſuffer, to enlarge the 


Ooh but ſuffers. it ſelfto bring this about; So Chrift,as 
wickliff faith, through his poverty, humility and ſnfwing 


nl. 
jury and death, got unto him, the children of his Kingdom, 


and not by force; and the AMartyrt enlarged the Churob 
of Chriſt by dying themſelves, and not by caw/ing others 60 
die; the blood of the CIMartyre, being the /ced of the 
Church. | 


6. This power, only as to a ſpiritual end, ſalvation, and only 


according to ſpiricual Laws; but not, to any temporal and 
worldly ends according to civil and humaue laws. 


And thus you ſce, that this 7»e Church power, for the nau 
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"Tank cuntn7 fic, bord in gore; and in particnder, Gikeervery 
wal dock eee ee e e of the moſt of our 


Eccleſiaſtical men. 
3. What is the exrenr of this true Church power 


I anſwer ; that this power extends it ſelf full as far as the 
Churcb, but no further: For what hath the ¶ hurch to do, with 
thoſe that are not ef the Charch? What have wr to do (ſaith Paul) 
with them that are without ? For Church power, which is ſpiritual, 
is no moxe ſutabie to the World, then worldly power, which is fleſs/y, 
is ſutable to the Church. The power of the Charch, Which is 
¶ Hriſtt power, onely reaches fo far as Chriſt Kingdom; that is, 
the people that are born of God, and his Spirit. True, Church Go. 
vernment reaches as far as Chriſts and the Spirits effeltail in- 
e and operation, but no further; that is, to a//that are wil. 


the Church, then to gover# it, and give it Laws after the manner 
of the world, by ſeculat force and power; ſo nothing hath more 
troubled the world, then to govern it, and give it Laws, after the 
manner of the Church, by the aforeſaid compulſion. Whertfore as 
the Government of the World is not to be qe over the Charch; 
ſo neither is the Governmenr of the ¶ hurch to be ſpread over the 
world: but as the! World and the hurch are diftintt things, in 
themſelves, ſo they are to be contented with their diſtin Govern- 
ments. f 

4. What is the erf Ward inſtrument of this power? 


I anſwer, The word oxy, which is the only ſcrpter and ſword of 
Chriſts Kingdom, to govern his people, and ſubdus his cxemies. 
Chriſt himſelf the Head ofthe Church, uſed no other inſfrument 
to govern hi people by, but the word or the preaching the Goſpel 
of the Kingdom, and declaring what he had heard from his 
Father; and at his departwre out of the world; he told them, 
That 4s his Father had ſent him, 'ſo did he ſend them, and no fother- 
Wiſe ; that is; to do all in the Church by the power of the Word, 
and nothing by the power of the world. And fo, the one burch 
doth all in it ſelf only by the Goſpel ; by the Goſpel it bindeth and 


| looſerh ; by the Goſped, it remits and retaius ſin; by the Goſpel,ic 
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ling, but to none that are wwmwilling. As nothing hath more troubled | 
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| 5. tenues the /5fy, 
acts, orders,” guides and governi all things; and that Church that 
hath another ferpter and ſword beſides the word, thac hath orders, 
and -conftitutions of men, to govern by, and plurality of votes in 


z that have their own Laws and Orders to be their Scepter, and 
the Aut horii of the ¶Nagiſtrat to be their Sword in theit 
Kingdom ; I ſay, if theſe be the ways and inſtrumems of their 
Governments, aſſutedly the Church they boaſt of, is another Church 
then Chriſts, and is no other in very deed, but à Kingdom of fin and 
darkneſs, and death; and when its form of godlineſs, which it hath 
put on to deceive, (hall after a few years vaniſb away, it ſhall re- 
turn into the ſhape of its firſt beginning. 

And therefore let us know, whatever rules, orders; ot humane 
inventions, men do ftudy and deviſe to govern their Churches by, 
the true Church of Chriſt ſhall ever be known by the ſcepter a 
ſword of the onely Goſpel preachedin it, which is fully /=fficient for 
the regiment of the Church; elſe Chriſt were an imperfect Law- 
giver : And all thoſe that do affirm, that the votes, determinations, 
rules and conſtitutions 5 are better for the well orde- 
ring and governing the Church, then the pure and naked word of 
the Goſpel, by the miniſtration of the Spirit, in my judgement 
they ſpeak blaſphemonſly. 

Let us now hear what Zathey faith to this purpoſe; Chriſtians 
(faich he) ought to be governed by that word, and no other, 
whereby. they are made Chriſtians, that is, free from ſin; and 
this is, only by the pure Goſpel of God, without the addition'of 
4 ouncels, Doctors, Fathers, For what is it to govern Chriſtians 

y that word, which though they keep, yet neicher do they become 
Chriſtians, nor cont inne ſuch ? nay, they ceaſe to be Chriſtians, 
and /oſe Chriſt. And of this ſort is every word beſides the 
Goſpel : and ſalvation reigns in us, not by the /aws of men, but 
by the power of Chriſt. Farther, they that are not Chriſtians, 


theſe are to be let alone; and as Paul ſaith, We ate not to mingle 
with them. There is the ſecular ſword, there is the Magiſtrate 


| from evil deeds, by the power of the ford. But the Biſhop,.or 


—— and National Aſſemblies to binde and /ooſe |* 


are to be reſtrained other ways, then by the traditions of men for 


for theſe, and it belongs to him to reſtrain thoſe that are cv 
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arare fed | 


. | by the Spirit of God, they are the children of Gel. What: ade, 


4 
then is e ingly good, with the Laws of 
the ew? And yet, ſaith he, There arc not 8 few light and vain 
men, that thiak that the b»ive/7 of the Geſpel, is to be promoted 

And the ſame £other, in his Epiſtle to the Chriftiens , and 


Preachers of Erphurd, ſaith, Conſider in your minde , with what 
{word, che and the whole fle of religiau men, 
who before 


Goſpel. | 
in which paſſages of his ( beſides what is ſpoken before) it is 
appatent, that there is no other e of the true Churches 
power, but the word of the Geſped, is che only ſcepter and 
| 


5. What the trae Church can do by vertue of this power. 


| — 
New the true Church by che power it hath received from 


Chriſt, can, : 
1. Gather it ſelf together, when, and as ofren as it pleaſeth, 
The company of Believers have power to gather themſelves Toge - 


: _| ther for their mutual good, inftruftion, preſervation, edification, 


and for the avoiding or preventing of cuil, and that withows| 

the conſent or anthority of any extrinſecal and” forraign 

power whatever ; elſe Chrift were not a [fficiewTounder of his 

Church. | 

And if every free Society, not ſub jected to tyſauny, hath power 

in it ſelf to congregate and come together, as conveniency and 

necefſiry ſhall require; as is evident in all civil {orporations, and 
jo all Fraternities and meetings of love ; much more e 
| Church 
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: 2. wa in tbe true Church chr. 3 | 
3 Church of Chriſt, wbich is the freeſt Society in the wor power to 


ſtrom him, that hath / power in heaven aud in earth + Neicher 
ought the true Church to ſuffer this power to be taken from 
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meet together into a communion of Fixes, though it be without 
and againſt the conſent and awthority, of the powers of the worid. 

And thus the Diſciples, immediately after Chriſts reſurrection, 
though the People and Rulers were wholly ſer againſt them, did 
often meet together among themſelves, though privately, and 
Chriſt himſelf came and-ſtood in the idſt of them, and finding 
them in that way of Communion, ſaid, Peace be unto thew And 
ſo by his own preſence did both jaſtiſie and encourage ſuch meet - 
ings. And after, the Apoſtles, with other Believers, to the number 
of an hundred and twenty, met together in an uppet toom, to 
pray, and to chooſe an Apoſtle in the ſtead of das, Alt, 1. And 
at the day of Pentecoſt they all met again, 48.2. Though the 
Elders of the Church, and Rulers of the ſtate, were utterly againſt 
their meetings. And again, Add. 4. Peter and oba, after the 
threatnings of the Relers and the Je, went and met with their 
on company, which was now mightily encteaſed by the Miniſtery 
of the Goſpel, and declared to them all things that God had done 
by them, and the Rwlers had done againſt them; whereupon al 
of them joyned together in the praiſe of God, for the ſucceſs of 
the Goſpel, againſt the power of the world. And again, Act. 6.the 
Church of its own accord met together to chuſe ſevem Neacon:; 
And x mulcitudc of other inf. ncet, might be produced. By all 
which it appears, that the Church of Believers hath power of it 
ſelf to appoint its own meetings, 2s conveniency ot neceſſity (hall 
require for the good of the Church. And therefore none are to 


preſume 40 deny the Church, this power which it hath received 


chem, which they have received from ſo good a hand; but ſtill to 
uſe their own Chriſtian meetings, though the Powers of the 
world never ſo much oppoſe them, as the Apoſtles and Believers 
in their time began, and as Believers after, for 300 years continued, 
notwithſtanding the harbarout cruelties of the petſecuting En- 
renn. 

2. As the Chureb of the faithful, bath power from Chriſt to 
et together; ſo, ſecondly, to appoint its own out wurd orders : 
For the Church whilſt it d wels in fleſ and blowd, uſes ſome ex. 
ernal Rites, by which it is neither ſanctiſied in ſoul ot body ; but 
; | C c they 
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- - TheWapy of true peace and Unity 


they are things meerly of ourward Order and decency : And theſe 


things each-Charch or Communion of Saints may order by it ſelf, 


according to the Wiſedom of the Spirit; 
Rules. 


ſo. it obſerve theſe 


1. That they do all things in love, ſeeing all Laws without love 


are tyranny; and ſo whatſoever is not from, and for love, is 
not to be appointed ; and if it be, it is again to be aboliſhed; 
ſeeing. no Naur of the Scripture it ſelf, if it build not up 
love, isrightly interpreted. 
T hey are te do all things for peace, and all outward Orders in 
the Church, muſt be to procure, and to preſerve Peace among 
the faithful, and not to ſreał it. They are moſt anhappy and 
perniciou Orders, that do not only offend a few of Chriſts 
littlfones, (which it ſef is a ſad thing) but do grieve, di/- 
quiet and prejudice the peace of the generality of the 
faithful. 

They muſt do all things after the wiſdom of the Spirit, and not 
after the manner of the world: ſeeing the Church is not to 
be ordered according to the manner of the world, but rather 
againſt it; as the Apoſtle ſaith ; Be not conformed t0 this 
World. 


4. They muſt appoint not hing 4s of neceſſity ; For there is no 


more peſtilent docttine in the Church, then to make thoſe 
things neceſſary, which are not neceſſary: For thus the liber - 
ty of faith is extinguiſhed, and the conſciences of men are 
enſnared. We doubt not but Believers may erde any ont. 
ward things for their own good, ſo they do not impoſe them 
neceſſarily-on any; as if the obſer ving of them were righte- 
on/neſs, and the omiſſion of them ſin. And ſo the Church 
aſter allics Orders, it is to leave indifferentthings as it found 
them; that is, free, and at the liberty of the faithful, to 
aher ve, or nat obſerve, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, or judge con 
venient. For all theſe kinde of things are indifferent in their 
own nature; and God regards no more the manner, and 
form, and time, and circumſtances ot ſpititual duties, then 
the manner; and form, &c. of our eating. and drinking, and 
warking, and warring, and trading; for ad which, it is 
ſufficient,.if they be done in (hriſtian wiſdom and diſcretion, 
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In ie true Church of Chrift. "IM 
without being tied neceſſarily, to a ſet and wnchangeable 
form, 

5. They may per wade their Orders (if they ſee cauſe) by the 

ſpirit of love and meekneſs, but muſt not enforce them, upon 
pain of ſecular puniſhment, or Church cenſure; as thoſe uſe 
to do, that make themſelves Lords and Tyrants in the 
Church. For theſe out ard things the Church can order, 
onely for the willing, but not for the wnwilling. And ſo, if 


ſome Believers (hall chink good, upon juſt grounds, to do 
otherwiſe in theſe aut ward things, then the generality of the 
Church, yet ought the Church to be ſo far from cenſuring 
them, that it is to entertain Communion with them not- 
withſtanding any ſuch differences, For when {briftians 
are knit to Chriſt, by faith, and do receive and walk in his 
Spirit, all other things are indifferent to them, to do, or not 
to do; to w/e, or not to uſe, at their own fretdom And 
Chriſt onely being ſ#fficient for all bu whatever is beſides 
Chriſt, is a periſhing thing; and ſo is ſo far from being to 
be impoſed, that in it ſeff it is not to be valued, 


Now if the Church do appoint any owtward Orders, theſe rules 
it is to ob ev; yea, the ſpiritual Church doth always obſerve 
them and never made rules in it ſelf, upon other terme, then are 
here let down, 

Bac on the contrary, the carnal Church, or Churches of men, 
they {eſpecially trouble themſelves about theſe outward things; and 
of theſe they make Laws, and Conſtitutions, yea, fix and righteouſ” 
eſt ; and by theſe things they judge the Church, and the mem 
bers of Chriſt : In ſuch ſorr, that they that will ſabmit to their 
Rules and impoſitions, (hall be the Church of Chriſt; but they that 
will not, ſhall be reckoned Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, And 
hereby they declare, that they are fallen from the power of godli 
neſs, to the form, and from the ſubſtance of Religion, to the ci- 
camſtances ; inaſmuch as they advance empty forms and ſhadows, 
inthe place of righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the holy Spirit. 
And to theſe we may ſay, with Peter, Why tempt ye God, in putting 
ſuch a yoak upon the Diſciples and Members of Chriſt ? 

And though this kinde of ¶ hurch. will with theſe things ſtill be 
« [troubling us, and biting us by the heel, yet in the power and pre- 
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Jie iy ef true Peace and Unity 
rogarive of the ſeed of the Women, we will, by degrees, bruiſe its 
head, till at laſt we break, it quite in pieces, > $9 

Now one thing more'I ſhall adde, touching the Churches 
Wer to appoint its mn Orders, as conceiving it very neceſſary to 
be known ; and that is this: | 

That the true Church-hath power to appoint theſe outward Or. 
ders, not for it ſelf onely, but allo for its Officers (which alfo are 
part of it ſell) and it is not to ſaffer its ory” to frame or impoſe 


the ¶ burches; as Pax! bath taught us, ſaying to the Church, 
Al things are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas. And 
ſo the Officers are the Churches, and are to be ordered by it, in 
theſe things, but ate not to order it. And if the Officers of the 
Church, forgetting that they are /ervants, (hall preſume by them- 
ſelvesto — out ward things for the ¶ hurch, wit hout the Church, 
as now is done; the (arch ſtill remains above the Officers, and 
hath power to interpret, change, ot wholly tate away all thoſe] 
things, as it ſers occaſion: to wit, ſo far as they are a tumbling 


| conſent, chuſe one or mo, to ſpeał to all, in the xame of all. Agree- 


block to the weak, and a grief to the ſtrong, and tend to work 
5 * | 

| diviſion among the faithful. Preſumptuous Officers are they, and 
' know-not where Chriſt hath ſet them, who inſtead of being or- 
dered by the Church, go about to order it, and make themſelves 
the Lords of the ¶ hurch, being but the ſervants ol it. 


3. The true C burch bath poWer to chuſe its Officers, and if there 
be cauſe, to reform them, or depoſe them. 


- The Charcb hath power to chuſe its amn Officers, True indeed 
it ĩs, that as in the natural, ſo in the ſpiritnal body, every member 
is in office; and that the Miniſtry of the New Teſtament, being 
the Miniſtration of the Spirit, is common to all that have received 
the Spirit. Wherefore, if every Ecliever , hath reteived the 
Spirit to profit withall, and hath power and priviledge, as oport 
mity ſetves, and neceſſity requires, to ſpeak the word, that the power 
and vertus of Chriſt may be declared through them al: there is 
no doubt, but any Community of Chriſtians may, by a common 


able to this is that of Paul, 2 Tim. 2. 2. where he commands, 
The the office of teaching be committed to faithful men, Who are 
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| able to teach others. Where the Apoſtle, contemning all ſuper- 
ous Ceremonies and pomp of ordaining, onely ſeeks, that the Mi- 
niſtete may be fir and able to teach, and without any more ado, 
commits the Miniſtry of the word unto them. 
More particularly in this matter we ſhall enquire after theſe 


three things, 


1. What Officers are to be choſen ? 
2. Out of Whom they ate to be choſen ? And, 
3. By whom they are to be choſen : 


For the firſt, What Officers are to be choſen ? Paul teaches us 
this, faying, They muſt be faithſul men, apt and able to teach others. 
For as among natural men in the world, they that have moſ# na- 
tural power and abilities, are fitteſt to be the Officers : ſo among 
ſpiritual men in the Church, they are fit teſt to be the Officers, that 
have molt /piritual power, that is, ſuch in whom Chriſt and the 
Spirit are molt manifeſt ; and of this, the faithful of all ſorts are 
Pudges. Wherefore no natural parts and abilities; nor no b 
mane learning, and degrees in the Schools , or Univerſities ; nor 
no Eccleſiaſtical Ordination, or Orders, are to be reckoned ſuf- 
ficient to make any man a Miniſter, but only the teaching of God, 
Aand gifts received of Chriſt, by the Spirit, for the work, of the 
Miniſtry, which the faithful ate able to diſcern and judge of. 

2 Out of Whom theſe Officers are to be choſen ? And that is, out 
of the flock of ( briſt, and nowhere elſe, Indeed Antichriſt 
bringing in humane learning , inſtead of the Spirit, choſe his 
Miniſters onely out of the Univerſtics : but the right Church 
chaſes them out of the faithful; ſeeing it reckons no man learned, 
and ſo fir to ſpeak in the Church, but he that hath heard and learu- 
ed from the Father. Moreover it is plaiu, that as natural power 
is founded on a natural gift, and he muſt needs be a man, that is 
capable of hamane power; ſo ſupernatural power is founded on 
a ſupernatural gift, and he mult needs be a Believer, that is ca 
pable of this ſpiritual power: And ſoa man mult need: firſt be of 
the Church, ere he can have any power or office in it. Wherefore 
all wnbelievers and carnal men ate ſo far from having any power 
in the true Church, that they have no place in it; and are fo far 
from being Officers, that they are not members: For they that 
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rn have, nor know fþiritha/ power themſelves, how can they 
exerciſe it among others | | 

3. y Whom they are to be choſen ? And that is, by the Conyre. 
gation, or Community of Believers : For if every free Society hath 
power to chuſe its own Officers, much more hath the true Gharch 
this power; being (as is ſaid) the freeſt Society under heaven. 
And ſo the true Church is not to have Officers thiuſt over them 
by others, but is to chuſe them its ſelf. . 

If any object againſt this, that Paul comminded Timothy and 
Titus to appoint Elders ; and that Paul and Barnabas, eAF. 14. 
23. did chnſe Elders in every Church with prayer and faſting. 
And therefore it may ſeem, that the Congregation hath not powet 
to chaſe its own Miniſters, but that ſome chief Miniſters mult ap- 
point other Miniſters in each Congregation. \ 

To this I anſwer : That if there were any Miniſters among us, 
that did hold the place of the Apoſtles, living and acting evi 
dently in the vertuer of Chriſt, and in the knowledge and power 
of the Spirit, I would not doubt to allow them as much authority, 
in ordaining Miniſters, as Paul and Barnabas, or any of the other 
eApoſtles had: Bur ſince it is very evident, that very few of theſe 
have the Spirit of the LORD. wponthem : how thould they 
have Authority to appoint Miniſters, who cannot themſelves be 
reckoned Believers, or ſpiricual ? 


But ſecondly, If they were true Miniſters,through the anointing 
of the Spirit, yet could they not appoint Miniſters in other Con- 
gregations, without their own conſent and approbation, but thoſe 
whom the whole Church chaſes, they are to commend to God by 
prayer; and if they ſhould refuſe to-do this, yet he who is choſen by 
the Church, is /»fficiextly its Miniſter, through the Churches choice 
alone.Neither did Paul, or Barnabas, or Timothy or Titus, appoint 
any Miniſter, by their own ſingle Authority, without the con- 
ſent of the Church; as may appear by thoſe Scriptures, 1 Tim:3. 
and Titus 1. where Paul faith, The Overſeers, or Elders , as alſo 
the Deacons, or Miniſters, ſhould be blameleſs and unreproveable. 
Now neither 75mothy, nor Titus, knew of themſelves who were 


blameleſs in thoſe places, but onely received the Teſtimony of the 


Church, which choſe them to that office. 
Further we ſee, Act. 6. that the Twelve Apoſtles together, did 
not, by themſelves, appoint any to a lower office, to wit, to be 
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Baaccur, without the Churches ow choice of them 1 But ſay the 
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rhe true Churchaf Chriſt © 
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Twelve to the multitude of the Diſciples; Look, ye out amy 
ſelves ſeven men of honeſt repart, full of the holy Spirit d wiſe. 
dom, mum we may appoint over this buſineſi. And thoſe whom 
the Church choſe, the Apoſtles confirmed. Wherefore if it were 
not lawful for the Apoſtles, at their own pleaſure, to appoint men 
to miniſt er ſo much as alms to the neceſſities of the hoer, without 
ehe choice and conſent of the Church; much leſs was ig lawful for 
them to appoint any, among Believers, to the hard and difficult 
work of the Miniſtry, without their own choice and approbation. 
By all which it is c/ear, that the (ongregations of the faithſul have 
power in themſelves, according to the doctrine of the Gaſpel, to 
chuſe their own Miniſters. 4 

And therefore ſeeing the true Church of od cannot poſſibly 
be without the Word, ſeeing it is born, and nouri ſped, and encreaſed, 
and ſtreugthened, and preſerved, and comforted, and perfetted by 
it: And ſeeing the. generality of the (ergy of theſe times, are 
ignorant of the myſtery of the Goſpel, and deſtitute of the . 
rit; it muſt come to paſs, that either the ¶ hurch mult periſb for 
want of the Word, or elſe (according to what we have heard ) 
Believers mult meet together, as they can conveniently, up and 
down the Kingdom; and ſuch Meetings mult chuſe one or mo fir 
perſons, from among themſelves , to be their Elders in the Lord, 
and then by prayer to commens them to the Mori of the Miniſtry, 


. Jando to-cknowleage them for their Paſtors, And there is no doubt, 


but whar Believers met together in the nawe of ¶ hriſt, do in this 
matter, it is done through the Working and approving of God 
himſelf. And beſides this way, I ſee no other, how: (in this great 


| defettion of the Clergy) the Church may have the true word of 


God reſtored to their meetings and aſſemblies again. Now this 
thing chat is ſo direQly creſ ro the way and working of Antichriſt, 
for many Ages together, and is ſo oppoſite to Fathers, School. 
men, Conncels, Doctors, ¶ Antiquity, ¶ uſtom, and the general pra 

fice of the Kingdom, cannot be hoped to be accompliſbed at once, 
but by degrees, as the /ightnings of the Goſpel ſhall enlighten the 
World, ard the Sonn ſhall be powred forth. And therefore ir 
this matter, let ſome begin, and the teſt follow, as this practice ſhall 
be cleared up to them from the Scriprures. For none are to be 
forced in this matter (if Authority ſhould entertain this truth) but 
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the Spirit is to be allowed its own liberty, to blow, when and 
Where, and on hom he liſteth. Neither ought this to tronb le any, 
if al do not preſently agree with them; it is ſuſſicient, if at fitſt 
a few begin, whom others may follow afterwards, as God (hall 
perſWade them. 


Now as the Church hath power to chaſe its Officers; ſo if they 
prove evil, it hath power, either, 
1. To reform them. Or, 
2. Todepoſethem. 


1. It hath power to reform them, if ſo be that they may be 
brought to repentance and amendment: Lea, as all the evils of the 
Church do commonly firſt low from the O fficers, ſo the reforma- 
tion of it is firſt to beginwith them. And who ſhall reform the 
Officers of the Church, but the Church it ſelf ? Seeing the Officers 
will be ſure to tolerate one another in their Un-Goſpel and Un 
Chriſtian courſes, againſt the {fe of Chriſt , and true practice of 
the word, becauſe it is their oN caſe. Wherefore ſeeing the Gene 
rality of the preſent Clergy, ate arrived to this height of evil, 
that they will not be contented to be ſervants, but will needs 
make themſelves Lords over Chriſts Flock, plotting and ſtriving 
to procure and mamtain their Eccleſiaſtical tate by ſecular power; 
feeing they have left oft to preach Chriſt, and the Goſpel, and 
onely © preach of /tate-affairs, raging and railing againſt the 
moſt juſt and neceſſary proceedings of the Supream Authority of 
the Kingdom, as not ſtable to their deſigns ; ſecing they are dai 
ly depraving the ſayings and writings of men more righteous then 
themſelves; yea, and dare caſt a vei / of their fall Expoſitions over 
the very Scripteres, todarken them, and make them as Sack. cloth 
to the world, that the- glory of the Father, and the minde ot 
Chriſt, might (if it were poſſible) be wholly obſcured ; yea, ſee- 
ing they are become ſo vile, that they had rather Chriſt himſelf, 
with his Goſpe/, and true Church, ſhould all periſo, then that they 
ſhould ſuffer the leaſt diminution of their power, dignity, riches, 
dominion and tyranny © What remains, but that the Societies of 
Chriſtians ſhould meet togethet to reform theſe evil Othicers ? 
And whereas they ate now met to reform che ( hurch, it is far 
more neceſſary, and would be fat more profitable, tor che Congre- 


gations 
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| in the true Chutch of @hrift. ©. © 
\rations. of the faithful, to meet together to reform them, if yet 
[they be capable of reformation ;. which I confeſs is much to be 
\dowbred, ſeeing they ſin againſt ſo clear 2 light. ; 
"2: Tf the Officers of the Church prove incorrigible, the Church 
th power to depoſe them, ſeeing they have no indelible character, 
whatever the Romiſh Church affirms. Wherefore as the true 
Church hath power to chæſe its Afiniſters, and to continue them, 
as long as they remain faithful in theit work; ſo alſo it bath 
power to remove them, it they forfake the truth and power of the 
Gocpel. For as in civil Societies, not ſubjected to tyranny, Officers 
that prove evil, are moveable by them that made them; ſo like- 
wiſe the Church hath power to remove, if it ſeefcauſe, this ſpirs. 
twal Officer; yea, the ſpiritual Officer is ſo much the mare move 
able then the civil, by how much the more he is intolerable, if he 
be unfaithful: for the civil Officer can onely hurt in the things of 
this /ife , but the ſpiritval in the things of eternal life. Wherefore 
the Church hath the greateſt neceſſity to remove him, and chuſe 
another ; ſeeing this /a/r, when it hath loſt its ſavour, is good for 
not bing, but to be caſt upon the dwnghil. And to this, worthy 
Mr Tindl, a bleſſed Martyr, witneſſes, ſaying, © If they (that 
« js, the Miniſters.) err from the word, then may whoſocver God 
© moveth his heart, play Paul, and correct him; and if he will 


call one, it ifÞ/ea/erb, and it hath power ſo td + ar d the Ceuncel 
is not to call and appoint the Church as is now done, but the 
Church is to call and appoint the Councel; and the { vuncel is to 
have its Authority from the ¶ hurch, and not the Church from it, 
And for the wer ld, it can no more call the ¶ awncels of the Chur eb, 
then the Church can call the Comncels of the world; the Conncels 
of the Chyreb and the world, being as diſtinct, as the Church and 
the world themſelves are. 
Now 1 faid, The ( hurch, if it need 4 ¶ ouncel, may call ne; be- 
59h the Church of Believers now * needs a Councel, ſeeing 
all! 


ä — — 


\ 


not obey the Scripture, then have his brethren Authority by pre 
{© the Scripture, to put bim down, and fend him out of Chrilts 5.344. ; 
Church, among the Hereticks, which prefer their falſe dorines 
«above che ttue word of Chriſt. 0 
4. The true Charch bath power to call its C vunceli. 
If the ¶ Hurch of the faithful ſtand in need of a Ceuncel, it may 4. CanianÞ 7 


its Councels. 
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De ſoclear in the wordof Cod, with which the faithful 
date well acquainted | F. 


There ate many other cauſes why the tight Church may very 


well be without Comncels ; As, 


1. Becauſe ( buncels, 3s the manner was, were either called or 


cungregated by the Pope, a meer Oſurper in the Church ; or 
by ſecular and Worldly Princes, who advanced themſelves } 
to the ſame power in the ¶ hurch, though upon another ac- 
count, And according to their ends and deſigus, Councels for 
the moſt part, have been guided and pointed. 


2, Becauſe" they have, for che moſt part, been made up of 


Biſteps and Eccleſiaſtical men, who have onely ſought the 
intereſt and advantage of the Clergie, to the prejudice of 


, the body of Chriftiavity; by which means they have ſet up 


their own Kingdom and tyranny. over all other (hriſtians. 


3. Becauſe, being gathered and mer, they have eſpecially 


medled with outward rites and Ceremonies ; and touching 
theſe, have made binding and coercive laws, to the overthrow 
of Chriſtian liberty, and the enſnaring and enſlaving mens 
conſcicuc et. 


4. Becauſe it they have med led with Dofrine, they have rather 


perverted and obſcured the clear word of the Goſpel, then 
truly explicated and unfolded it. 


5. Wherein they haye done wel, yet this evi hath always 


gone along with it, that they have made People rather /ook 
to men then unto Cod, and that in the very things of God; 
and to take divine things from them, by a humane faith, ra- 
ther then from God himſelf , and his immediMlt word, ac- 
cording to the Faith of Gods E/ef : and lo have given forth 
themſelves in their opinions and judgemerts, as a foundation 
to the Church, in the ſtead of Jeſus Chriſt. 5 


6. Becauſe, they always determine the things of God, by the 


plurality of Votes, and do not weigh but number the ſuf. 


the mam that ate called, carry the Vote againſt the few 
that are choſen; Whereby it comes to paſs that the rut 
is ſubulura, and error is eſtabliſhed, by a plauſible Authority. 
| | 3 
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| 7. Becaule ſuch Conncels, commonly g#tribute to themſelves, | a 1 
" infallibility ; and fo, ſet themſelves up. as 2 peremptory rule; | pectemus ex | 
by wh'ch the whole Church, muſt walk, and none mit pre. | gem, e 
ſume to ſay to them cu ita farnis ? why do ye lo? chough | Cen | 
they do never ſo . They ſay, they cannot be judged, by any pr egg. * 
other Chriſtians, becauſe they ate ſubject to none, bu! al! ;o; proximanÞ 
other Chriſtians are ſubjett to them, and are to be judged liquor ſcculas- 
by them: They fay, they may pronomnce all other Schi. L e, 
mat ici, and Herericks, but no body muſt ptonounce them ae... be 3 
ſo, though they be lo. And after they have once drun giti 7 on 
of this cup of abomination, what hope can ihere be, that any | plats, Aue 
thing hereafter, ſhould be done rigbhe among them? n:m cr(briors 
8. And laſtly, becauſe after ſo many {onnels, things have not — conciles, 1 
been the better, but the worſe in the Church, through their —— 2 
means: for it is not dead laws and orders, urtten by men, | ſitis, & error 
will do the true Church any good; but the '/iving law | in dodtrina, *| 3 
of God, written in their hearts, by the Spirit, as God abuſus in ritis | 
hath promiſed to do, ſaying, I will Write my law in their ; NIE | 
hearts, and put in it their invWaxd parts. For as the law of fon ris, — 
hath been written in our natwres, to corrupt us; ſo the law cim pr mm | 
of the Spirit of life, muſt be written alſo in our naturet to docentibus, ve 
reform us. Wherefote, after all their Decrees, Labs, Rules, tte Is 
Orders &c. the Church commonly hath been ſo far from be- — 1 
ing betrered, that it hath become more ignorant of the Word, cu , 
ſuperſtitious, formal, prophane then before. Latte. Bllling. Þ 
All cheſe things being ſerionſly conſidered , the Church may , Epilt a Bf 
very well want Ck wan qi 1 
Now it any ſhall ſay, Tea, but had not the Church a Councel in ObjeBt Me 
the Apoſtles times, as we ſee Act. 15 ? and did not they order nd 
decree matters in the Church ? 9 
I anſwer, the Church had a Counct i then, but far differivey from Auw. 

the Councelt now adaies; for, 4 To 
1. That Come! was not called, nor packed together by ſecular i : 
> 


power, but freely met together, by the gerrrai conſent of the 
Church of the faithful: For by the Helievers at Antioch , it | 
was agreed;that Paul and Barnabas ſhould go to the Apoſtles __ 
and Elders at peruſalem, about the matters ncontroverſre. 2 
2. This Councei did not conſiſt only of the Apoſtles and Elders, 1 
but of the brethren allo, and Whole Church; and the | 
Dd 2 Whole | 


[a 


4 


8 
* 

8 ol 
- 


+ Ba AD My — 4 - * 
— * 4 2 * ö 


| — 5 2 8 PILES a, 4 x f BEG ks 
Te iy of iruc peace and Unity | 
' Whole Church, y well as the Apoſtles and Elders, did agree 
and order what Wasidowe in that matter. * 1 


3. That free Conncel.,- enliſting: of the Apoſtles, Elders ard 
© Brubren, did not derer mine any thing by their meer power 
and authority, but dibated the buſineſs by the word, & by the 
> word concluded it: And fo it was not the Authority of the 
Conncel did any thing, but the Authority of the Mord, that 
did all in chat matter ; as you may fee in the fore named 
place. And in theſe regards that Councel differs from 
ours. 


F 
Now if nat witthſtanding all this, the Church upon ſome occa- 


| ous, defire a Conncel (tor herein (as ia all other outward things) 


it is free) it muſt minde theſe things. ‚ 
1. Thac it hach power it ſelf to call one, 3s the Primitive 
Church had. And what men can object againſt this, of worldly 
Princes calling them; let them not jay, what they did, 
but what they og he to have done. 

. As the Church it /e{fis to chaſe its Councel, fo it is to chyſe 
it, aut of itsaſe/f; For the Councelt of the Church are 59 
be choſen ont of the Church, and not of the world; out of the 

faithful, and not out of anbelievers. For the natural man 
that neither knows nor /avorrs the things that be of God, 


word of God from the def{rines of men and to ſeparate the 
precions from the vile, that is employed in this matter. And 
ſo the natural, carnal and litteral man mult be declined 
here, where the things are wholly ſpiritual and divine; and 


7 * the ſpiritual man onely , who ſpeaks ſpiritual things by a 


: 


ſpiritual rule, muſt be heard and regarded; and ſoa man 


ng | muſt firſt be of the Church, ere he can be of the Comncel. 


3. As the {bwreb is to chuſe men out oſ it ſelf, for its Coun 

cel. ſo lite tviſe it is to chuſe brethren, as well as Elders ; and 
Eeclefiaſtical. men ate not to meddle alone, in the matters 

- of the Church, and to threſt out other Chriſtians, as if they 

were neceſſarily to be concluded in, and by them. 

4. In chuſiag Elders and Brethren to this work, great care is 


— 


leſt worldly power, and e Authority, and honour, might ſeem to 


to be had, that they chuſe not men of worldly power or place, | 


can be of no «/e here; but he muſt be able to know the 


| 
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FT on theme Chrchef Chriſt. - 

= bear ay in the things of the Kingdom of G: but they 
| ate rather to make cheyce of men deſtitute of theſe things, 
that it. may appear, whatever they do, is done only by t 
Clear evidence of the word, and influence of the ſpirit, and ſo 
onely by the Ia of love, all ſecular power and force being 
excluded, 


5. The Church bath power to judge of all Doftrines, and that 
beth of its Officers and Counc eli. 


The ( Jergie and Eccleſiaſtical men have been wont to chal- 


lenge to them/elves the knowledge and judgement of Doctrines and 
(00s extluded ordinary Chriſtians from it; whereas in truth, the 
[ judgement of dotirine belongeth to the people, and not to the 
Mimſters. And all Chriſts Sheep have power to judge of the de 
frine the CMiniſters teach, whether it be Chriſts Voyce, 
or a Strangers, fehn 10. and Chriſt commanded them to 
| take heed of falſe Prophets, which come to them in ſheeps cloathing, 
being inwardly ravening Wolves, Mat. 7. And the eApoſtiecom- 
mands them, to try the ſpirits, Whether they be of God: and hath 
ſaid, Let one or tWe ſpeak, and the reſt judge, 1 Cor-14. & c. by 
which, with many other Scriptures it is evident, I hat Miniſters arc 
not to judge of doctrine for the People; but the People are to judge 
of the doclrine of the Mixiſt ert and according as they find it to be 
of God, or not of God, to receive it, or rejeft it. For every one is to 
be ſaved by his own faith, and not by another mans; and ſo is to 


is not (if he will be vie to ſalvation) to take up things on truſt, 
in a matter that concerns, either his eternal life, ot eternal death. 
2. As the Church is to judge of the Dotirine of its Officers, ſo 


doctrine allo by the Word, and doth not rake all, that they deter- 
mine for. truth, to be certain and wnqueſtionable : Yea, in the firſt 
Councei of the Apoeſtlen, Act. 15. Qther Churches and (hriftians, 
had both /iberty and power, to tty both the doctrine and Spirit of 
the very Apoſtles, in that mater, and were not to ſwallow it 
down whole, as they ſay, becauſe the Apoſtles had determined ic, 
and they were holy men; but the faithful were to judge, whe 

ther or no, they had judged according to the word; and if not, they 
might have re/fed them, as Paul did Peter. And Paul gives this 


take heed how he hear the things of faith at bis own peril; and he} . 


alſo of its Comncels : For the Church judges of them, and their| 
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cher Paul had allowed it or e, to try the very Apoſtles them - 
els of Heaven, whether they bring the 
riſt, commanded! the Apoſt les, to teach 


right word or no: for 


| the Nations, to Wſerve and do , Whatſorver he had commauded 


them, and nothing elie; and ſaith Paul, If Ii or an gel from hea 
ven, bring you any. other doctrine, let him be accurſed, So that the 
Church hath, power, to examine, try and judge, the doctrine of the 
Apoſtles and Angels, much mort of other men, who have not re- 
ceived ſuch an anoynting, neither do live in ſo cleat a light of 
ad. 
. And thus I have declared, the things, which /cemed to me both 
convenient: and neceſſary, for the true Church go kyow, for the 
proſerving of that peace among themſelves, which they have in 
G - b A 
Now as the jadgement of the Church, is to be refified in Fheſe 
things; ſo the practice of it, is to be reified, in other things, for 
the preſerving it inpeace. 


* The things wherein the practice of the Church, is to be redtified 


in the # ay of Peare, are either, 
I. More abſolnte and grnera/. Or, 
2. More ſpecral and occafional,in cafe of difference among 
the fait Hul. 8 


* 


Among the things that are more abſolute and general, which 
are to be dene, to pracure and preſerve the peace of the Church: 
theſe vino things, that follow, have not the leaſt place, 


1. Praftical Rule for Peace. 


I. The true Chnrch is to preſerve it ſelf Aiſtinct from the world: 
and is neither co mingle it ſeif wich the world, nor to ſuffer the 
world to mingle it felt with ir. For if the Church and the world, 
be mingled together in one Society, the ſame common Laws, will 
no more agtes to them, who ate of ſuch differrent natures, princi- 
ples and endi, then the ſame common Laws, will agree, to light 
and derkyeſs, life and death , fin and righteouſneſs , fleſs and 


For 


en 0 Chriſtians; yea, we have it from Chriſt himſelf, whe. | 
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ix the tue Church of C, 
\ | For che e Church are a ſpiritual people, being born of God, 
| and ſo they vori God in the Spirit , according to the law of 
"| the $pirirof life," that Was in ( riſt, and is in hem: bur the 
carnal Church, is of the world. and only ſav oui the world; and fo 
| will have a worldly Religion, Forms, Orders, Government, and 
all-worldly as i: /e/f is. Now whiltt theſe avs are mingled coge: 
ter, whatpearce carr there be? for whar fellowPrp hath righreonſe 
- [neſneſs with wnrighteonſneſs , and light with dr bnefſt, and Chrift 
with the Devil? And fo what agreement have Believers with un- 
]helievers, or the tra Church with the World? Wherefore it is 
not the way of Peace, to mingle the Chareh and the World, but to 
/eparate them, and to keep them fin.; that thoſe that are of 
one nature and ſpirit, may be of one communion among them- 
ſelves : and this way of Peace God himſelf teacheth us by Haul. 
2 Cor.6.17. ſaying. Come out from among them my people and be ye 
ſeparate ; for to ſeparate the Church from the wot Id in its commu- 
nion of Saints, is the only way to preſerve prucr in both; ſeeing 
the Church will beſt agree with i ſelf, and the world with 


it ſelf 


The ſecond Rule. 


2. The Church being thus diſtinct from the world, is to be 
contended with its oy power, for its own affairs; and is not to 
| | introduce, or entertain any Power in it, that is not of it. Where- 


The true 
Church is to 
be contented 


fore, the true Church, being ſuch a Kingdom as is not of thu 
world; ſtands in need of no worldly power; and being a /pi 
ritual and heavevly Kingdom, is only to have and exerciſe 
ſpiritual and heavenly power ; ſeeing this power alone, and 
by it /elf. is able to accompliſh; the whole” good pleaſure of God 
in the Church, and to work all the works in it, that God hath 
to do. ö 

And ſo, it is ſtrongly to be ſaſpedted, that thoſe men, that dare 
not commit the ſucceſs of their buſineſs to (hriſts power 
alone, but will call in ſecular power, over and above, to help 
them: I ſay, it is more then probable; that they have ander- 


cient to do all things that are neceſſary and profitable for his 
Kingdom, of, 


neath ſome ſecular end, ſeeing Chriſts power alone is fully /#ff- |. 


with ics own 
power, for its 
own affairs. 


Beſides, this Wor/dly power never works peace, but always dl 
| ſturbances 
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| mans will againſt-Gods ; and it is wholly coptrary to the very na. 


thing e SS ; | 
| If, any ſhall reply, that worldly power doth well in the Charch, 


wils, in the CommonWealth, as men. For the Government of the 


in that he ſet a power over them, that is neither /utable-to them, 


him ſuſfer Chriſt co uſe his power in che Church, ſeeing his preſence 


4 
e 
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4 
putting 
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| rather then Gode;yea, 
ture of the Ch 


c<;.and how then can it agree with it in 4 


becauſe it kyeps down many profane perſons that would not be kepr 
down by the word. | 

I a»/wer ; That ſo far as ſuch profice ones are governed by 
worlaly power, they are of the wor 1, and not of the hb; and 
worldly power had better govern them in the word, its own proper 
ene en in the Church, which is beyond their line; eſpecially 
ering the Church hath power-enowgh in it /elf, to govern thoſe 
that are of iz ;-and they that will not be governed Willixgly in 
the ¶ hurch, as Chriſtians, let them be governed aguinſs their 


Church is over men, as { hriſtians, as ſpiritual; but the govern. 
ment of the ſtate is over men, as men, 35 natural and carnal. The 
firſt of theſe goverwments belongs to (rift, and the latter to the 
Magiſtrate ; And if the Magiſtrate be faithful in his Office and 
beadibip there is no daubt to be made of Chriſts faithfulneſs in 
his. But now, if the Magiſtrate will not content himſelf with his 
own Kingdom and power, but will needs inte unde on Chriſt: alfo ; 
and not reckoning it enough to govern men, as men; by his worldly 
power, will alſo by the ſame power, be tampering with the very 
Church this both tenders him troubleſyume to the faithful, and 
the faithful trouble ſome to bim Him troubleſome to the faithful 


nor their affairs; and them troubleſome to him, becauſe in 
Gods Kingdom, as they hear not the voice, ſo neither do they 
obey the command of a ftranger 
[he Pope he arrogates both (words to himſelf, when neither 
belongs to him, and therefore in due time (hill periſh by both, and 
if the Magiſtrate ſhal aſſume to himſeif power of both * ingdoms, 
Chriſts, and the Mor lat, when of right but one belongs to him, to 
wit, the Worlds, and not Chriſts ; it will be very dangerous, lelt 
by encroaching on Chrifts Kingdom, he /oſe his own. 
Let the Magiſtrate there fote uſe his power in the ſtate, and let 
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in the true Church of Chrit. 


is alWajes there; and then there will be quietne/7 in both, but elſe 
in neither z ſeeing Chriſt will as afluredly rrowble the Magiflrates 
Kingdom, as the Mig iſtrate trouble hu. 

The third Rule, is, 

Not to bring or force men into theChurch,againſt their wills. The 
Kingdoms of the Word are unquiet, becauſe many that are #nWill- 
ing are under thoſe Regiments, but Chriſts Kingdom is therefore 
quiet, becauſe al che people in it are willing; and none of them ate 
forced in, but al are per/wadedin,as it iswriteen,God per ſwade] aphet 
2 d well in the tents of Shem: That is, the Gentiles were to be per- 
faded, and not forced into the Church. And ſo Chriſt commande d 
his ge to go and teach all Nations, aud not to offer them 
out ward violence; and to perſwade grit but not to threaten or 
enforce it. For ſuch is the nature of the Church, that inward per- 
ſwaſion is required nowhere, more then here. For none may be 
* compelled to the faith againſt their wils, and God will be loved 
© with the whole heartz and allo hypocriſy is a ſin chiefly bated of 
God. Whergby it comes to Pals, that the whole manner of go. 
c vetning the Church muſt have this ſcope, that they that ate per- 
* ſwad ed, may be firſt called unto it, and after kept in it, upon the 
* ſame account, And ſo, the more this manner (hall be free from 
« dominion,ſo much the more fic it is to govern, increaſe and con- 
« ſit m the Church. And this way onely was uſed as long as the Apo- 
ce tles lived, and thoſe that ſucceeded them in the ſame Spirit; and 
that wngueftionably for 300 yearsafcer : Lea, and when the Church | 
came to be commenanced by worldly authority, yet this ſame free. 
dom (till was allowed; of which I hall produce a few reftimonies. 


The true 
Church is not 
ro force men 
unto it azainſt 
their wils. 


Ea eſt Eccleſim 
natura, ut nuſ- 
qm mazis 
requiratur in- 
terna per ſua- 
ſoo. Nam & ad 
fidem nemo ca. 
gi poteſt ii. 
tus, & Dent 
toto ſe corde 
vult amari, & 
denique hypo- 
cri ſis peccatum 
eſt imprini 
Deo exoſium. 
Quo fit ut tota 
Eccleſiæ gu- 

b:rnande ra- 

bia, hunc [co 
pum habere di beat, ut in Ecele ſi un vocent ur plurimi perſuaſs , & in Eccleſia contineontur non ali 
rat ione. ItaquA$uo nagù ea ratio aberit 77 imperio, hoc g ed apta, reg"nde; augende & con 
fr mand e Eccleſæ chamier. de Oecumen. Ponti fc. 


I read, that ( onſtantine the Empcroxr would have no man en 

orced to be of one religion more then another. 

Alſo the ſame {orſtantine, in his Epiltle to his Subjects inha 
biting the FEaſt Aaitb, Let no man be grievous one to another: mf: 
but what every man thinketh BEST , that let him DO. For HOES ; 
luntatcm,ſano ac rect iſſumo judicio decrevi mus, nemini prorſus diuegandain eſſe pateſtat em, chriſtianam 
obſervantiam v / r(ligroriem eligendi ac ſequerd: 3 (ed unicuique dand um e ſſe l anc facultatem, ut 
auimum ſuum illi religioni addicat, quam ipſe ſilu competere putat, quo nobis Deus conſuctam in ommni- 
bus alligentiam & prebutatem preflet, Euſeb l. 1 3 Fox. vel. 1. p. 131. 6 
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f The arc wiſe , ought thorowly to be perſwaded , that they 
of God moveth to take their delight and recreation in reading 
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<< onely mean to liye holily, as they ſhould do, whom the Spirit 


8 ede faith, am 5 88. after his convetfion , innumerable others 


ö «NONE; for ſo he had learned, THAT THE FAITH 


ac precipimus, We will, we require, we appoint, we command: 


5 reſtored to it again, till men (hall abandon the power of force 


his holy will; And if others wilfully will go out of the way, 
© cleaving to the Synagogues of falſe Doctrine, they may at their 
* own petill. As for us, we haye the worthy Houſe or Congre- 
« parion of Gods verity, which he, wg, to his own good- 
«neſs and nature, hath given us. And this ae wiſh to them, 
« chat with like participation and common conEnr, they may feel, 
« wich us, the ſame de lectation of minde. And after, Let no man 
hurt, or be prejudiciall to his neighbour, in that whetein he 
*thinketh himſelf to have done well. If by that which any man 
« knoweth, or hath experience'of , he. chinketh he may profit his 
« neighbour, let him do the ſame ; if not, let him give over, and 
« remit it till another time. For there is a great diverſity between 
« che willing and voluntary” embracing of Religion, and that 
« whereunto man is forced and conſtrained. | 

I read alſo chat Erhelbert King of Kent, © Being converted to 


day ly did come in, and were converted to the faich of Chtiſt, 
hom the King did eſpecially embrace, but COMPELLED 


«AND SERVICE OF CHRIST OUGHT TO BE 
VOLUNTARY, ANDNOT COACTED. 

The Church then, at firſt, conſiſted onely of the willing, and 
ſuch as were perſwadled unto it by the word, till Amichrif began 
to prevail, and then they fell from per/wading to forcing ; and 
they no longer went about to make men willing, by the Word, but 
to get power from the Kings of the earth, to force chem againſt 
their wils, And this main piece of the 777 of iniquity , was 
perfectly brought forth by Boniface the third, who was the fir 
that uſed theſe words in the Church, Yolumus mandamus ſtatuimus, 


which is not the voice of the true Miniſters of Grit, but the tru: 
voice of theeves and murderers, And from th time the peace 
of the Church decayed apace, when there were moe wmwilling 
forced unto it, then willing perſwaded, And true peace will never 


» 


and one ly uſe the per /aſion of the word, that the ¶ hurch may con- 
onely of a Willing people. 2 The. 
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3 The fourth Rule, 
To make void the d;fin7ion of (leryy and Laity among (brifti+ | The true 


| ans; For the Clergy or Eccle 
the reign of Antichriſt, di 
Chriſtians, whom they called the Laity;aud have made up 2diftin# Lacy 'S 
or ſeveral Kingdom among themſelves ; and ſeparated themſelyes| © © 
from the Zay in all things; and called themſelves by the name of 
the Church; and reckoned other Chriſtians but as common and un- 
clean,in reſpectof themſelves. Whereas in the true Church of Chriſt | 
[there are no diſtinctiont, nor ſets, nor difference of perſons ; no 
(ergy, or Laity ; no Ecclefiaſtical, or Temporal; but they are al, 
as Peter deſcribes them, 1 Pet.2.9. A choſen generation, 4 royal 
. | Prieſt hood, a holy Nation, a peculiar people, to ſhew fortlethe virtues 
7 him that called them ont of darkneſs into his marvelous light. And 
0 al Chriſtians, through the Bapri/me of the Spirit, are made 
Prieſts alike unto God; and every one hath right and power alike, | 
to ſpeak, the word; and ſo there is among them no (ergy or 
Laity , but the Miniſters are ſuch who are choſen by Chriltians, 
from among themſelves, to ſpeak the word to all, in the name and 
right of all; and they have no right nor authority at all to this of | 
fice, but by the conſent of the Church. And ſo Prerbyrers and 
Biſhops, or (which is all one) Elders and Overſeers in the Church, 
&ffer nothing from other Chriſtians, but onely in the office of the 
word, Which is committed to them by the Charch ; as an Alder- 
man, or Common Conncel'man in the City differs nothing from the 
reſt of the Citizens, but only in their Office, which they have not 
of themſelves neither, but by the Cities choice 3 or as the Speaker 
in the Houſe of Commons, differs nothing from the reſt of the 
{ommons,” but only in his office which he hath alſo by the choice of 
the Howſe; and thus and no otherwiſe, doth a Minſter differ from 
other Chriſtians, as Pax! ſaith, Let « mas ſo eſteem of us, as of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, and diſpenſers of the myſteries of God. 

| But Antichriſt , he hath caſt out the ſimplicity of Chriſtian peo 
ple, and brought Se into the Church, dividing it into Clergy 
and Laity; and this diſfinction, they have made viſible by their 
garments, diſguiſing their C lergy in their habit from er her Chriſtj- 
ans, that they might appear holier then they, and of another order 
1 And — hach proved à Seminary of im. 

e 2 


* 


placable 


ee © mn 


22 men have all along „ under | Church hath 
ee rm wer 7 Cale 


: 3 


. 
FI ay Bee; 


; Ts _ Mo og © 
© TheWayof true Peace and Unity 


ae 


1 


"7 * 


: . 
1 A 
Zak +: 1 * 


—— —_— 


1 


. 
5 * | 
She rh 
"x 1 
2 © 

Ee 

0 

1 

7 

7 

IX 

1 
þ 
r_ 
1. 
7 Gal. 3.28. 
+ 
_ 
TH | 4 
£ * 
1 
— 

* 0 

4 .. 


plarable diſcord, and hegr - burning in the Chutch ; For hercupon, 


| | the Clergy have pr emſelves above others Chriſtians, and 


{havecxerciſed. authorit7 and coercive power and domination, and 
vet Hrauny over them, and have made themſelves theit Lordi, 
and given them Laws, rules, forms, orders aftet their own mindes, 
and agreeable to their own advantages, and would not ſo much as 


- | ſuffer them to judge , whether they were agreeable to the word of 


God or no; 45 if other Chriſtians were their Subject, Slaves, Vaſſali, 
ea very dogs. And hence again, the Laity (as they called them ) 


have exviedand maligned the m, and hated and oppoſed them, and as 


they could get power, have been ſubduing them, and have /ooked 
upon them, as men of ad ferent /eft and intereſt from themſelves, 
whoſe proſperity, was their ruine, and whoſe power, was their in- 


ſlaving : and all this was to the making void Chriſtian brotherhood} 


and communion, Wherefore the right Church,co preſerve in it the 
peace of Chriſt, muſt admit of no ſuch diſtinction of Laity and 
Clergy, but all Chriſtians muſt equally remain it it, Kings, Frieſts, 


and Prophets unto God; — 


The fifth Rule is. 


To keep equality in the Curch, and that both between Chriſtians 
and Churches: for this alſo is an excellent way to preſerve peace; 

I. To keep equality between Chriſtians, For though accorging 
to our firſt. Nativity, whereby we are born of men, there is great 
inequality, ſome being born high: ſome lom, ſome honourable, 
ſome mean, ſome Kings, ſome Hubjects &c. yet according to out 
new or ſecond birch, whereby we are born of God, there is exact 
equality ; for here are none better or worſe, higher or lower, but 
all have the ſame faith. hope, love; the ſame God,Chriſt, Spirit, the 
ſame divine nature, the ſame preciout promiſes ; the ſame jncorrwp- 


Paul, ſpeaking of this true Church, T here is neither Jew nor Greek. 
nor bond nor free, nor male, nor female, but all are one in Chriſt 
Jeſiu. Indeed in the World, and before men (I fay again) there 
is diſt indlion of per ſont, and inequality; but in Chriſts Kingdom, 


and before God, all Believers aac equal: and this equality'pre- 


ſetves peace, But when in 2h Kingdom, ſome will be advancing 
; themſelves above others, like Diotrephes, that would have the pre- 


* and ſome will be ſtriving to ſit at the right hand, and 
; ſome 


— 
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tible Crown, and inheritance of Saints in light, And therefore faith | 
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In the true Church of Cont © 


"a Ty 4 pos 
e 


| ome arthe. 
is that which 


reeds difference among the very Diſei ples, who en- 


ſervice. and tells them, that the nature of his Kingdom, is not to 
place men one over another, but one under another, and that the 
greateſt mult be the leaſt; the greateſt in the way of the pirir, muſt 
be the /eaſt in the way of che fle. 

2. As equality among Chriſtians is to be kept for the preſerving 
of peace, ſo alſo among Churches: For all Churches are equal, as well 
as all Chriſtians 3 and there is no Church can (er it ſelf before, or 
above another; all being ſiſters of one Mather; beams, of one 
Sun ; branches ot one Vine ; ſtreams, of one Fountain; members, of 
one Body; branches of one golden Candleſtick, 3 and ſo all equal 
in all things. Wherefore there may, land ought to be a conſociation 
of Churches, but no /abordination, which makes void at once, both 
equality and unity. And fo that Church, or thoſe Churches that 
will /er themſelves above other Churches that ate their equals 3 28 
the Claſſical above the ¶ ongregational, &c. they are the breakers 
of Chriltian peace and unity; and the wki/ful vote of the A, 
[emibly for the ſubordination of ¶ hurchet, was not a way to make 


* 


ved Zebedees children for ſuch a dere. And therefore (rift, to 
preſerve peace, fothad Zord/hip in his Church, and commanded |. 


Equality a. 


peace, but to mar peace in the Church of God. 

Moreover, no ¶ Hurch can be ſubjected to another, but Chriſt 
who is preſent in it, and is King and Lawgiver, is ſubjected too; 
which no true Church will either require or allow. For if the trat 
Church will not ſubject the V of God, which they have received, 
to any wen or. Angels, but will judge al by it, and will ſuffer none 
to judge it; much leis will they ſubject Chriſt the Lord of all, to 
any other power or authority; for ſo they ſhould diſbonor and ai/: 
anul their Head. Whete two or three are met in Chriſts name, 
Chriſt himſelf is among them, and the Head of them; and fo they 
can ſubmit to no body elſe, ſecing Chriſt hath made no greater, nor 
ſurer promiſe of his preſence, to any body then to them. 


The (ixth Rule, is, 


To keep the Officers of the Church in ſubordination to the whole 
Church or community; and not toſuffer them to get head over it: 
ſeeing the very nature of ruling the Church, is not Dominion, but 
Service. We reade, Act. 11. 2. that when Peter had preached in 


Head. is ſub 
jected in the 

ſubjeRion of 
any cruz 


Church that is 


of his body. 


The true 


Church keeps s 
its Officers in 


Chriſt the N 


| « 29. 3 
* whillt they leave others to ſit at the fbotſtoolʒ this | — 


mong Churches} 
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ſubor dination 


to it (elf, 
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the houſe of Cornelius, a Gentile or Heathen, the Church of the 
, | circumciſiongto'whom Peter was Miniſter, contended with him, that 

Al. be went in to men wnxgironmciſcd, and did eate with chem (for 
| as yer they knew not that the Gentiles were to be called) And Peter 
va fin to give an account to them of the whole matter, and to 
ſhew them, that he was Warned of God in a Vin, to do ſo, &c. 
And this was'a ſign, that Peter was a ſervant of the Church, and 
in /xbordination to it, and no Lord over it. And after, verſ. 22. 
when the Church at Jeruſalem heard, that the Grecians at Antioch 
had received the Geſpel, they ſent Barnabas to «Antioch to for- 
ward and perfect the Work, And alſo theChwreh at Antioch ſent 
forth Pax! and Barnabas, to the work of the CHiniſtry in divers 
Towns and (ountries. All which are an evident lign, that the 
Church was above the Officers, and not the Officers above the 
{ hurch. 

Now this alſo will preſerve peace in the Church, to keep che 
Officers in their proper and to let them remain as /ervanrs 
inthe Church, which Chrif hath commanded; and not to let them 
grow up to be Lordi and Maſters, which Chrift (knowing the evil 
and inconvenience thereof) hath forbidden. For if the Officers get 
above the Church, . they be never ſo good, they are maſter- 
ful and troubleſome; and though never ſo bad, yet will they get a 
party in the Church for themſevets, and ſo work diſturbance; but 
if che ¶ hurch remain as it owpht, above the O ffcers, it quits them | 
when they grow evil and unruly, and chooſes better in their ftead, 
and ſo preſerves union. Whereas fixed and unmoveable Officers 
when they do degenerate, ate the cauſes of all diſturbances and con 
fuſiont, both in Church and State. 


The ſeventh Rule, is, 


All crveChris| For all true Chriſtians and Congregations to take Chriſt alike 
Hans and | for their Head, and not to ſet up viſibit heads, or Ring-leaders to 
i ory _w_ themſelves, of nen; no not of the beft men, For whilit /ome ſaid, 
4 Pe on 1 a © Fwearcof Paul; others we of Apollos ; others, we of Cephas , they 
Iead. I were all in this matter carnal, and divided, both from Chriſt, and 
| among themſelves ; whillt ſeveral, ſet up ſeveral heads, whom 
they eſpecially owned, and after whom theywere called Whereas 

each that be lic ved, by the Miniſtry of Paul, or Apelios, or Cephac, 

| were through the fame faith and /pirit with them, as neer to 
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Chriſt as themſelves were; and ſo were not to ſet up u fellow 
member as a Head, to the diviſion of the body. I ſay, each believer, 
'and'Communion of Saints hath Chriſt equally for their Head, ind ſo 
ought not to ſet up, any ont ward or viſible Head for them to joyn 
to; forthisis to tend the body in pieces, and to work great diviion 
and diſ raſtiom among the faithful. 

And therefore I conceive it is a make among ſome brethren, 
to call the Congregations of (hrift, by the names of men, though 
godly and eminent; and to fay, Mr. ſuch an ones (harch, or 
Mr. ſuch an ones Church; and fo to put the Church under ſeveral 
Heads, which works di inction and diviſion ; whereas they ſhould 
rather ſay, the Church of ¶ Vviſt, in ſuch or ſuch a place; it being, 
wherever it is, one Church, under one Head and Governor, Feſm 
Chriſt. 

And therefore let us know, that it is part of the wyſtery of ini. 
quity for the ¶ hurch, or faithful, to have one ot moe viſible Heads 
to go to, not being contented with Chriſt alone. And though this 
hath been, and wil be, the practice of the carna Church : yet the 
ſpiritual Church and people, do only own, and have recourſe to 
Chriſt, their tre and ſpiritua Head, And ſo they all, living as 
one body, and members one of another; under one one ly Head, live 


all in invincible peace and unity; whereas difference of outward | 


Heads and Ringleaders, alwayes breeds difference and diviſions a- 
mong Chriſtians, | 


The eighth Rule, is, 


For the true Church, to keep out all error in Doctrine; ſeeing 
this breeds, not onely diviſion, but confuſion and ruine allo in the 
Church. Wherefore the Congregations of Chriſt muſt be the more 
careful and Warchful in this matter. When ſome falſe Apoſtles 


the manner of Moſes, they could not be ſaved 3 which was a moſt 
dangerous error againſt Chriſt, and the Goſpel * the whole Church, | 
firſt, at Antioch, and preſently after, at craſalem, met together 
to keep it out + which accordingly, through Goa, they did. So that 
What ever Docttines are evidently againſt che Mrd of truth, and 
Goſpel of our ſalvation, the Church is to take care to keep tbem 
out as it loves its own peace and unity. 


- 


taughe at Antioch, that, Except (Chriſtians Were circumciſed after 


The true 
Church keeps 
out all error 


in Doctrine. 


Now if any ſay, By What means may the Church be able to krep 
ont errar 2 * — 
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IA fit may certainly keep out Error by theſe means. 


TY, 


# 


— 
z 
4 
, t 
q 
A 
— * 
— — 


1. Let the Chrrch ſuffer none to,c04chamong them, that are 
not themſelves taugbt God though they bave never ſo great 
| aural parts, and nc ver ſo much humane learning. For, when they 


are the Teachers that are taught of Goa, they wilt only teach the 
truth, which they have heard and learned from God: And the line of 
every mans #earhing mult extend no further. But when the teach, 
that ate not ſo taught, they will in many things vary from the 
truth; 28 it is in e yea; and under a form of ſownd doftrirte, 
will give forth an #»ſound and falſe ſenſe, to the deceiving of many 
that are weal and imple ; and ſo under pretence of Chriſt, will ut 
ter the voice of a ftrauger, and endanger the m/-leading of ſome 
ſreep for a time. 1 

2 Let the faithful examine every thing that is taught by the 
Ward of God, and. not receive doctrines upon truſt, tromytheir 
Teachers, who, through the reputation of their learning and hols: 
neſs, may eaſily lead them wnawares into error. And therefore let 
che Church compare the preſent Doctrine, Preached and Printed, 
and generally received, wich the Doctrine of the Prophers and 
Apoſtles, which without doubt is ſure and certain, ſeeing,thoſe 
holy men of God, ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit: And 


4 Whatever Doctrine (hall be found contrary to, or different from, 


that Docttine, let them reject it as reprobate;filver;; ſeeing the 
Church is to be built upon no other foundation of Doctrine, then 
that of the Prophets and Apoſtles. And though, through Gods e- 
ſpecial goodueſe, the Doctrine of the Goſpel be again revived among 
us, at this preſent time, yet ought we not to fit down content with 
the preſent. ſtate of things 3 but to ſearch and ſee if gur preſent 
Doctrine do not yet err ftom the Primitive purity and brightneſs 
of the Goſpel, and that in many conſiderable points; and whether 
ſome, ot many corruption do not yet remain among us, to be pur- 
ged out, by the /ight and truth, of the Apoſtles Doctrine. 
Wherefore to concluue this thing, let us knoW, that the Church 
cannot poſſibly keep out Error, longer then. it preciſely keeps it 
ſelf to the bare and naked Word of God, and tries all Doctrines of 
their Teachers by it. | 

3. The Church, that it may be able to keep out Errors, muſt de 
fre of God, the Spirit which he hath promiſed; that this Spirit of 
Truth may lead them into the true and ſpiritual knowledge of the 


Word 


& and undeiſtanding of rhe mindeof Chriſt, For no man cun 
ny 17 ht Judgement of the Word he heurs or reads, without 
2 he Spirits And by this Anoint ing, as we ſhall be 
. taught, which is Truth r ſo alſo we (hall diſcern which 
lis Error, and that by ſo clear and true a light, that we ſhall not 

ſoniſtaly. Wherefore Chriſtians mult take heed, that they do not 
think, with carnal people, that the abflity to judge of divine truth. 
and humane and Antichriſtian errors, depends upon humane lear- 
| ning, Arts and Sciences; for thus ie will come to paſs, that they 
judging themſelvet unable to judge of matters of Religion, will 
wholly /eave the judgement of them, to theſe whom they conceive 
after this manner learned : whereby they leave open 2 Wide door 
through which the Teachers may bring in al forts of Errors upon 
chem, But Believers muſt know, that the gif of the Spirit onely, 
withdut all humane learning, is ſufficient to teach us perfetty, 
which is Truth, and which Error z and to make us able, to judge 
of all doftrings, of men and Am eliand chat all humane learning in 
the world" without the Spirit, is not able to do this And ſou your, 
| plain, Country man, by the Spiyir which he hach received, is berter 
able to 17 e of Truth and Error, touching the things of Gui, chen 
| the greiteſt Philoſopher, Scholar, ot Doctor in the world; that is 
deſtitute of it, | S. 
4 Another Stable means to keep Error out of the Church, is 
to reſtore in it, that moſt antient Goſpel-Ordinanice" of Propheſying, 
| Which, how much ſoever, it have been out of wſe during the reign 
of Anticbriſt, yet is no other then the very commandment of the 
Lord, as Paul witne (Tech, 1 Cor, 14 31. where he faith; when the 
{whole Church is met together, ye may all propheſie one by one, that all 
[may learn, and all may be comforted ;and adds vetſ 39. If any man 
[think himſelf to be a Prophet vr [piritnal, let him acknowledge, that 
the things I Write unte Jon, are the commandments of the Lora 
therefore brethren labonr that ye may propheſie. do that propheſying 
in the T hearth, is Godr n Commandment, as every Prophet and 
ſpiricnal min muſt achnow led ge. 8 198 

Now this divine Ordinance of prepheſj ing, is three wayes help | 
fal, to keep out Error. 4 
1. Fot firſt, When one man on) ſpeaks in the ch, and 10 
man is ſuffered ro /peak beſides him, as he is very ſubjett to be p 
eck, and to conceit, that wi om E with hm; ſo he i 


* 7 IE "OE 


more * 
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vie, to ſpeak in he, 

chis will bach Key his pride, and make him abun 5 e 
| [ad RENO there are thoſe preſent in the Cen 
lion, chat ate reprove his darkyeſs by light. And ih — 
pbelxing . is a Beg and bridlein the; jaws 94 Error, that. it can · 
not tun that ract in the ¶ hurt. it doth deſire. 

2, When one man only,/peats, and the doctrine he preaches 
proves to be erroneone, as it is ordinarily in the common Miniſtry 
Jof the Kingdoms, it comes to paſs, that Error is not onely 2 
but alſo goes away uncontrouird, and no way is left lo . the, re- 
5 ſtraining Errot properrionable 40 thad of propa it 3 loch 

being permitted to ſpeak, to keep the people from the poiſe 


on of jr. 
p Aude foe whilſt the /iberty of publike ſpeaking is permitted onely 
to one man in à Congr 2 to e of me in the King- 
dim, any Error may over the, dom 

+ (asweſee by daily experienca,) 2. — any ſuſpertnt ind Þraper- 


tionabie remedy to bor ir. ET 

But now, when the right or power of propbe age to 
| che whole Church, the 7 can * — ** any Error, 
| bur'thgee is ſome bg/jewer, ot other, whole heart God ſhall 3h 

| ready to convince it hy the word of God: And: 415527 as 
diſcovered-and detect ed, as it is eblifted ; and as ſobn deſtroyed, as 
it is detedtedzthe werd of gad though from a private Chriſtian, be- 
ing mote mighty todeftroy Error, then Error can be, to U. it 
{elf againki che werd. 

3 \\Propheſying is a moſt ſeful means to o keep out Error, i in th 
re gard, becaule it t gives the Chuggh light,. how to chuſe faithful 
Teachers 7 whe its own children, 1 it ſtands i N need of any ſuß. 
ph in this kinde, Seeing. through che exerciſe of pro : ihe 
k Charch l. hnows Fac nee af irs nber ee {x ay 
and moſt clearly taught of God, in divine things; and who have re. 
ceived the 1 gifts from Chris and lo are meſt ſi and 
able to hold forth the Word of life, in molt evidence and power of 
the Spirit, that ſo the Church may be ſupplied with Pafors.o of her; 
own Sant, and not ſeck ont aftet unknomm perſons; nor be conſtrai- 
e ule mereenary men, who have been brought up to preaching, | 
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Ja their wat to live by ; whereupon; but fey of them; can be ex- 
to be other then hirelingi, who will make their Afiniſtry 
we their own advantage, and frame the Scriprare to ſound ſach 
.— de WW may beſt ſerve theit =_ __ | ; 
And in theſe three regards the uſe of propbeſying helps the Object. 
I © Charch — Ermer, h den N 
No if any ſhalt object againſt this, That it may ſeem very ra 
ind abſurd, after an able, learned man hath ſpoken in the Church, 
for an unle arned Mechanick pre ſenly to rie up and ſpeak, 
II xeturn this anſwer; That the true people of God are all tangbt Anſw, 
of God; and the true Church is a Kingdom of Prophets, through 
Ache @nointing of the Spirit; and ſo, they efcem not that, to 
learning in the Church, which is from may, but onely that which is 
{heard and learned from the Father; and ſo they neither reckon him 
char hach humane learning, to be learned here; not him that is de- 
unte of it, to be ignorant. ey — in this ſociety, God will 
ave him, who is molt wnlearned; according to humane literature, | 
to /peak, that the vertues of Chriſt may the more evidently.appear 
in the Sizts3 and the kroWledge of heavenly and divine truths,may 
not be attributed to gifts, parts, tearning or ſtudies, but onely to 
his Spirit, which can even in a moment, teach the ignorant, 
and make the fimple; wiſe ; and open the mouthes of babe and 
ſactblings, yea and of the very dumb, to perfect his praiſe by. 
Whereas when a man of great tt and learning, ſpeaks with 
Wi/dom and knowledge in the Chutch, this is commonly attributed 
to his vir and frrdy, and ſo God loſes af or moſt of his praiſe; 
but if a plain, ignorant man, ſhall ſpeak ſpiritually and divinely, 
and hold forth the myſtery of che Goſpel in a clear light, then men 


and ſay, God is in him of a truth; and ſo. God is acknowledged the | _-/ 
Author, of his own gitts, and he bimſelf is admired in his Saints, | 
It will be again objected. 

Tea but if every one have liberty to ſpeab in the Church, will not 

this breed great confuſion and diſturbance ? 

I anſwer , no, not in the true Church, which are a people 

met in the name of ( briſt, and who have Chriſt himſelf preſent 

in the midſt of them, and ſo every one demeans himſe lf anſwera- 

bly to the preſence of (briſt, that is, in the Wiſdons, meokneſs, and 

wodeſty of the Spirit. And there alſo I one ſpeaks, not after 
i ̃ a 2 the 


muſt needs acknowledge God to be the Author, of ſuch grace, — i 


1 ä 


the raſhneſr of h 


| ſpeak thus, as the true Church is toſprik; there can be no confuſion, 


| ing What hath been ſaid, ſtill attribute to themſelves a proper 


never as well as to you; and it is alſo to come forth from al them, 
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ner of wii braie. but according to the 4eve/ation of 
Gd, abit: is written, Huny thing be rie to another, let the 
firft hold his peuor ; So that no man is to ſpeak here, but by Revela- 
tion, or an inward teaching and diſcovery of God, And where men 


* 
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but m- {t excellent order and-devency. Yea. God himſeli, Who is 
not the Aut hor of c but 6F peace in all the Churebm of the 
Saints, he hath app and commanded Propheſying. as the Wu7 
of peace; and therefore do not thou dare to ſay, it is the Way of 
confuſion, ſeeing God knows better how to order the affairs of his 
own Church then th doeſt. 

"Wherefore, ſeting ' Propheſying, is God. Ordinance in the 
Churk!/for the peace of it ; if any tore of men, ſhall, notwithſtand- 


and incommunicable Miniſtry, or the oxely power to ſpeak. in the 
Church; I hall but uſe the Apoſtles words to them, and ſo paſs 
on from this thing; hat came the Word of God onely unto yon 
anti it to tome onr bneiy from you? Nay, it is come to every be- 


unto whom it is come; ſeeing they cannot but ſpeak, what they do 
believe. 

5. The laſt means I ſhill name, whereby the true Church 
may keep errour out of it ſelf. i To exerciſe its power in judging 
Doftrines ; as Paul commandeth, 1 Cor.14.29. Let the Prophets 
Peak, two or three, and let the reſt judge. If they that publiſh 
Doctrine, ſhould alſo be jadges ofit, and the people be bound to 
| ſabſcribe to their judgement, error would not only, by this means, 
have opportunity to be vented, but would alſo be eftablifred and 
confirmed, without the leaſt contrad chion. But now Gad hath 2 
pointed it otherwiſe in the Church; for whoever ſpeak there, the 
bearers are to judge of the truth of the Doctrine; and according- 
ly are either to receive it, or rejef it, having power to do either as 


I 


they ſee occaſion : and fo errour cannot prevail in that Church 
where the faithful have liberty to judge of all Doctrinet, and do 
exerciſe that liberty. But where they, that p#b1i Docttine, are al- 
fo the judges of it, and the people are bound up to the Doctrine of 


reigns,as in its proper Kingdom. 


And thus, by theſe means, errour may certainly be kept out of 


the Teachers, and may not queſtion or contraditt it, there errour | 


the 


— 


„ * — * * „* 1 * * - — - 


* 8 * - _ P 
— « +-4 4 , P . * a 
2 5 R 9 
2 - 


Hat bete now a great queſlion wil be.mgycd,aag that is thus, .. | 
' Whether the e eee bath not . erraur 
by the ſword ; and whether the Church may not uſe this 

| remedy againſt errour as well as all thoſe before. named. 
-. T anſwer ; that mam men of great eminenry, have attributed 
ſuch a power to the Aſagiſtrate ; and have done him the honont, 
beſides his throne in the world, to erect him a throne in Gods King- 
dom, at the leaſt equal to Chriſt;thinking thatRe/igion would ſoon 
| be /oft,if he ſhould not aphold it. And to make this good, they have. 
produced many Scriptures of the Old Teſtament; which ſcem to 
arm the Magiſtrate againſt the authors and ſpreaders of ercours. 

But I defire the Wi/e- hearted to conſider, whether as clear Scri- 
ptures may not be produced out of the Old Teſtament , to prove, 
that temporal power in the World belongs to Eccleſiaſtical men, 
as that ſpiritual power in the Church belongs to. worldly Magi- 
ſtrates. And to this purpoſe (becauſe I would not be too /arge in 
this matter, now) I (ſhall defire him, who bath a minde to be in 
ſtrutted, to reade and Weigh the Reply of the French Prelates to the 
+ | Lord Peters; which he may finde in Fox his Book of Martyrs, 
 ] vol 1 5. 467. 

Wherefote, ſeeing the Scriptures of the ald Teſtament, are every 
whit as ſtrong, to give Miniſters power in temporal matters, as 
Magiſtrates in ſpiritual ; it is without all queſtion, the only ſure 
and /afe way to determine this cauſe by the new Teſtament, or the 
doctrine of Chriſt, and the Apoſtles, by wham in theſe laſt dayes 
God hath ſpoken fully to the Church, and aſter whoſe doctrine 
there is no other word to be expected. And becauſe herein I finde 
no ſuch power given to the Civil Magiſtrate, to judge and deter- 
mine in ſpiritual matters, therefore I conclude, he hath none, 

Now if any ſhall ſay. This # à great wrong to the Magiſtrate, 
to thruſt his power out of the Charch,and to confine it to the world. 
Lanſwer, That to make the ¶ hurch an Eccleſiaſtical» Kingdorn, | 
ſtanding in onward Laws, orders, authority. dignity, promotion go 
verment, all which are to be granted, eſtabliſhed, and managed by 
| ſtate power, and yet to deny the Magiſtrates amt lurity and influ 
| ence into theſe things, which flow from his own power, and con fi 
| in it, and by it, this is to ſtreighten and to Wrong him indeed, Hut 
to declare the true Church to be a ſpiritual Kingdom 2s Chri/? 
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bim with ſuch power, would be a 
the truth and Church of Chriſt, as in many ather things, ſo in this 


[he Miniſters, and depending more on their knoW/edge then his 
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s Kingdom which is on earth, is to be at Free 
ly and buniqne power, as the Fathers Kingdom which is 


heavey in eee; Chriſt being to be all; is alt, in h, u Go 

IR A Oat 
And ſo to 4eyy the Magiſtrate, 4þat power- which (br;f never 
granted him is no:wrong to him at alli but to grant him, and gratific 
at und intolerable wrong, to 


preſent matter; we are ſpeaking of, as you may ſee, in the following 
particulars, | : OI 
For the putting the power of the word into the Xfagiftrates 

hands, to ſuppreſs errour, is attended with chele evils. . | 
1. Hereby the Magiſtrate is made a Zndge of Deftrines,and hath | 
N given him, to pronownce Which is truth, and which is error, 
being yet no more infallible,yea evetywhit as liable to ere, is the 
meaneſt of the people. And what Magiſtrate is there, that hath 
the power of the ſword, bur will upho ld his own Religion and judge 
went to be the truth, though never ſo falſe, and will ſentence what 


ſevet is contrary thereunto, to be exrowr though pever ſo trac? and 


ſo the truth and word of God, Which only is to judge all, and it ſelf 
to be juadged of none, by this means is made ſubject to the judge. 


ent of vain man, and ſhall either be truth or errour, as he pleaſes 


to call it; and errour, when it pieaſeth the Magiſtrate, ſhall be 
adorned, with the glorious title of truthzand (hall have his authority | 


to countenance and wpboldir. And how great zprejudicezthis hath 


been, and is to the truth, and how great an advantage to errour, it 

is very eaſie to judge. | 

Now if any ſhall ſay, that the Maęiſtrate may not judge of do- 

Arine by himſeif,and uſe his ſword accordingly, but he may rake to 

him the cone / ind advice of godly and able Miniſters, as now of 
the Aſſembly ;"and ſor may judge and puniſb, according to their | 


Judgement. 


I anſwer; Is it fie;that the Magiſtrate in lo great matters ſhould 
be blinde folded himſe lf, and ſee onely by other mens eyes ? 
Again, if the Aagiſtrate judge, according to the judgement of 


ox, 
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. own, hall dra 
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| error by the ſword, gives him full dppurtunity to:deltroy and ſliy 


| Magiſtrate, againſtrrae Hererikes: the ſame power, will a Magi- 


faithful inthe land, 
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in — — the comncel and jwdge- 


ſufficient warning, to the end of. the world, to all Adagiftrates, that 
chey'confidenor/on the judgement: of the Clergy, but that they be 
ſure rhemſelves in whit they do; + 

2. The putting power into the Magiſtrates hands, to ſuppreſs 


the · trur child ten of God, if at any time he ſhalſ quſtakę, and judge 
them Heretiket. Fot What power men ignorantly allow 2 godly 


ſtrates arrogare to themſelves, as mn vr apainſt-all choſe 
chat differ from themſelvet in matters of Religzon.;, though their 
judgement who ſo d ffet from them. be neret᷑ ſo rue. And thus 
the Aſagifrate, who is a moſt /fallible: Judgt in the ſe things, in 
ſtead of cares.; may plack up the when; aa kill che faithfel, in 
ſtead of Heretikes;at his oWn gleaſure, till he have deſtroyed all the 


; Wherefore, let all Chriſtiane: take heel, how they favour the 


hearzain to in 47 this, chen to 


mem of the High Prieſts, put abe Sev of God himſelf to death,as if 
[he had been the ſon of penduien + Which, Lay, may ſerve, for a 


Magiſtrates with this power, to paniſb thoſe, hom by judges 
Heretiks : for if he (hall change his minde, as he ealily-may, ſecing 


he is but a man, or if another (hall ſucceed him, of another minde, 
that very Sword may be ſheathed in their owns bowels, which now 
they draw forth againſt other mens, x | 

3. When the Magiſtrate aſſumes power to himſelf, to ſupprets 
error, this makes Miniſters negligent in ſtudying the Scriptureis, che 
Megiſtrate doing that by force, which they ought to do by the 
word and ſo ſaves them their labour: Fot when once the Miniſt ers, 
hall have ſo fat intereſſed themſelves in tne Magiſtrate, as to pro 

cure him, to call forthe Goaler and E xecntiover, againſt Whomfo 

euer ſhall oppoſe theit Doctrine, they will then need no great pains 
to ſtudy the word, that they may be able to convince the gainſapers, 
and per ſwade the rebellious, fecing the Mag iſtrates Word, at all 
alventure, is to defend their octrine; aud all the objefions againll 


it, eithet from rea/0n or Scripture, the hangman is to anſmer. And 
| 7 ſo 
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| be ler it in bebinge him ſeven wap 


e e og And thus the word of the Magi 


| ſume to himſelf power to ſuppreſs Error by the ſword. 
| thing at all, towards the ſuppreſſing of Errors ? 


| anſwer, Thi he may do; he may and onght, and if he be a 
+ godly man, he Will countenance and encourage faithful Miniſt er. 


bot be dorbred;but if the truth of God do enter the Liſts againſt 
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by degrees they corrupt %. 
& Magiſtrata thinks to chaſe dt 
4. This takes menoff; from the 
which is the word, and leadt them to hu | 
it, Which is the word of the Hagiſtrate; and ſo the Devil here 
in hacha notable Stratag em; For he fears not all the Swords, and 
Halters, and #i#aponr,'and Priſons in the wotld, t0-deftroyerror 
wirhaH, but as Neurol contemns all ah thinks, a$-Lewiarhay 3 
Bulruſb ; — | mew N ffir ùp the world , to uſe theſe 
things againſt bis errors as the o meancs to ſubdue him. 
* ö he fear, is the word of Gad, which is that 


hey power, chan und binde che Devil, and deſtroy his Kingdom, 
and d A allthis frog halds of errors and Herrſie, and he 
is able d ont againſt the power therref. Where 
fore in his great cumuing, be cauſes men to lay aſide this, that is able 


to prevail againſt him, and to go to the /word of the Magiſtrate, 


rate, ing to lift it ſelf up againſt Error, in ſtead of che 
word of Ou, is to) far from deſtroying Error, that it Apheldt it; 
and. ſtrengthens Satans Kingdom, whillt it ſeems to deſtroy it. 
By theſe things it appears, how great an Error and evil it is, for 
any to attribute to the Magiſtrate or for the Magiſtrate to al. 


I any ſhall yet demand, Whether the Magiſtrate can do no- 


(hare called of Cod, und anointed by the Spirit) to this work 
Athe Goſpel; and having done 7h. he need not trouble himſe lf 
ther z lot the word preached, will do all the reſt. And let it 


Error; it will be infinitely able to prevail of it ſelf alone, without 


calling in any power, ot borrowing any Weapons from the World. 


The 
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| ; -By-ao means, to inforer Uniformity, in the outward orders and 
pes, not only the hinderante, but the very break ner, of the 
Chu 0 


Realer with the S:are of this buſineſs, from the very beginning of 
Goſpel; and Gow when this part of the mwy/tery of 3niquiry,firlt | 


ro regard; Abd for all outward Rites, and Ceremonies , and 
| ms to fand faſt in that liberty. And ſo they gave no heed, nor 


the Church, to any Ceremonies ot Rites, except thoſe neceſſher 
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re The/nioth Rule. 
(/cipline of the Charch, For ſuch Vniformity', hath been in all 
rches peace and unity. 


Now becauſe this is ſo vehemently and ſtrongly urged by the vn 
5 kilfml builders of this age, I (hall the more fully acquaint the 


ard the Church of God. | 
Moſt maxifeft it is, that the Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt,were 
only intent about the Dofrine of Salvation, and ſo accordingly 
athed and preſſed nothing but faith in Chriſt, and ive to all the 
[Saints ; as being the only neceſſary things, which Chriſtiavs were 
, wherein Chriſt had made them free, they communded 


regard, to the obſervation of dayer and times, neither hound 


. of chriſt, | © 


—  . 


The true 
not inforce 
Uniformiry, | 
in ourwar 
Orde's and * 
Diſdpline. 


Fox vol. 1. 
pag 72. 


things mentioned, Act. 15. to wir, things frangled, and blood, 
which was then ordained by the holy fpirit , not without gent 
and neceſſary cauſe, For when the murdtring and b/codof Infants, 
was commonly laid to the chatge of Chriſtians by the Heathens,| 


| they had no other Argument rohelpth: mſelves, but their own! 


Law, by which they were commanded to abſtain from the blood: 
of common Beaſts, mach more from the blood vf inc ent men, | 


And therefore that Lam ſeemeth to be given by the holy Spirit, 


and alſo for the ſame end, to be continued in the Church, fo long 
as the caxſe thereof, that is the perſerntions of the heathen Gen: | 
tiles continued. And beſides theſe, we reade of no other Cere- | 
monies or Rites, which the Apoſtles greatly r:garded , but lelt 
ſuch things free, to the Liberty of Chriſtians, every man to uſe 
therein his own diſcretion, for the »fing , or nor uling theteok. 
Whereupon, as concerning all the cerewonial obſervations of 


dayes, times, places, meats, drinks, veffures, and ſuch others, 
S | of 
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1 illi pacem in- 
ter ſe retinue- 
rant, & reti- 
5 nemuss etiam 
nun; & jejunii 
© Þ diſſouaniia, fi- 
TT det concordiam 
ſcommendat. 
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WP of all theſe things, neither was the 


diverſity amon 158 great ly 
noted, nor 3 ' gremly!{required, Thus Chriſtian 
Liberty prevailed inithef{Inreb , and Chriſtian men did not 
mach ffraggle about mdffferent things; kill the ſcant and 
Romans , began to diſagtec about Eaſter. day: to compoſe which 
coptroverly;Paiyear pro,a gad ir, went to Nome (ann. 157. 
and in the reign of Antoninus Pius Yeo! Anicrt athen Biſbop thete: 


and though theſe two, to wit, Polycarpus ind Avicrt us, diffeted in 
| their jydgementsand opinion: in this matter, yet they ſtill tetamed 
| Chriſtian communion, and avoided all breach'of peace. Afterwards, 


in the reign of Cm, :theif/briſtians, enjoying ſome reſpite 
from. peſecution, began re content] nagar among themſelves, 


about the ceremony of Eaſter ; and neither yer diu che difference 


prevail ſo far, as to break the bond of love and communion of bro 
therly life: though they of the Weſt , pretending the tradition ol 
Paul and Peter ( which yet indeed was the tradition of Hermes 
and Pins, and nat theirs) kept one dayzand they of . pietend- 
ing the tradition of Bon, kept anober. After this Vaſtar. —— 
of: Rome, roſe up a great ftick/er in the controverſy of Eaſter, 
would necds have excommwenicated the Churches of Aja ſut uot 
Jielding to his judgement ; to whom Iraness writing, touching che 


are of out ward things; uſed by the Hrimmine Chtiſtians, 


hath cheſe words, Norwnhltanding. the variety af ceremonies 
* among the former Chriſtians, they all kept peace among them- 
* ſelves ;/ and we ( ſaich he) ſtill tetain it; and the difference of 
*« our faſting, commends the unity of our faith. And thus the 
Doctrine of Chriſtian. liberty remained. ſownd and entire, till 
this Viffors time, which was ann. 200. And he eacneſtly endea- 
voured to draw, or rathet nforce, the Churches of Aſia to his 
opinion. And then began the Uniformity of keeping that Feaſt 
to be firſt required, às 2 thing neceſſary; and all they to be 
accounted as Heretickgs and Schiſmatikes, who diſſented from the 
judgement of the Biſbep of Rome. 

Now againſt this jadgemenc of Victor, Polycrates and many 
other Biſtops and brethren of e{fia,declared ; and the matter. had 
burſt out into a great flame, had not ſome godly men of thoſe 
times, brought forth the word of God to quench it. Among whom 
Iraneus, as Eaſebius relates, ſpeaks to this effect, That the variety 


* and difference of cetemonies, is no ſtrange matter in the w_ 
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14 of Chriſt, hen as this variety is not onely in the day of Zafer, 
* hut alſo in the manner of faſting, and in divers other uſages 
«among the Chriſtians. For ſome fait one, ſome two dayes, ſome 
more j add other councing-40. hours both day and night,reckon 
** that for their full ſaſt day. And this ſo divers faſhion of faſting 
jn the Church, began not in our time, but in theirs who lived 
© before us. And yet notwithſtanding they with all this diverſity, 
© were in unity amongſt themſelves ; and ſo be we : Neither doth 


. 
, 


8 


'** this difference of ceremonies any thing hinder, but rather com- 
'* mend the agreement of out faith. '' 


others; and yet notwithſtanding kept Chriſtian charity with ſuch 
as came to communicate with them, though not obſerving the fame 
form of things, which they ob/erved ; as well appeared by Poly- 
carpus and Anicetws ; who although they agreed not in one uni- 
form cuſtom of rites, ( ummunionem tamen imer ſe habuerunt, yet 
had communion with one another. And thus Irene, in his 
practice anſwering his name, periwadedithe peace of the Church, 
notwithſtanding diverſity of forms: and riter: And fo (hriftian 
liberty was (till A mt in the ¶ hurch againlt the tyranny df C. 
niformity, till the Nicene Councel. 

And farther, Focrates, the Writer of the Eceleſſaſtiaa l Hiſtoty, 
who lived after the dayes of Theodoſius, 22 om the faſting 
before Eafter, ſaith, The Chriſtians that dwell at Rome, falt 
** three weeks continually before Eater, beſides the Sabbath, 
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| 


And he bringeth forth the examples of the Fathers, of Tele- 
horus, Pins, Anicetins, Soter, Elemtherins, and ſuch others, who 
neither obſerved che ſame »/age themſelves ,-nor preſcribed it to 


| 


Socrat.l. 5. 

c. 19 
Perſpicuum 
e ft ” A poſi olos 
 liber am pote- 


and the Sunday : but choſe that dwelt in ria, and all Greece, 
and Alexandria, faſt fix wee kes before Eaſter.” And Speaking of 
the ſeverall ſorts of faſting in ſeverall Churches, ſaith; ©* And be- 
« cauſeno can bring forth any Commandment written of this 
© matter, it is plain, that the Apoſtles left this faſt free to ever 
mans minde and will, that no man might be compelled by fear 
and neceſſity, to do that u hich is good. 

And in the /ame Chapter he relates many ſeveral mt and 
ſages in ſeveral Chriſtian Churches ; and concludes that mat- 
ter, thus; But, ſaith he, to commit to writing all the rites of 


| 


Pita vix aut nc vix quidem fie poteſl. 


Sg 2 Churches 


Mn 


titus, qui in fingulis u bibus yegionibuſque uſurpantur, ſcripts mandare , ut valde laborioſum 


flitem in e- 
dem, cujuſque 
ment: & arbi. 


trio permiſiſſe, 


ut quiſque nec 
ne tu, nec ne- 

ce ſſitate indus" 
dns 4404 bo- 
num ſit ageret. 
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J vvery troubleſome, ſo hardly could it be done. ' 7 
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+ © |,, Andyer forthers 1 ide:chat ein, who vis ſent into Erg. 
pape, propoundsthis-as one That ſecing there is ba one faith, 


ente the Eogliſh-Church ( which is yet new in the faith). che 
dings arg not to be beſowed ſor the place ſake, but the place is 


so that yar you ſee. he c horch was not enſlaved by any enforced| 


| | to-do what he /ifed in the Church; and then be, and his (ergy, 


| 2 ſervants of his, to oppoſe 
— | 


rum in his 7th conſideration ſpeaks thus; 
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land by Pope Gregory ann 598. among other queſtions to the 


ho it ſhould happen, that the cuſtomes and ceremonies of 
* Churches ſhould be ſo divers? | 


| And Gregory returns this atiſwer,, © The cuſtom of the Church 
f Name, What it is you know ; wherein you have been brought 
up from yout youth : bur rather it pleaſeth me better, that 
whether it be in the Chuich of Rome, or in any French Church, 
« where ye finde any ching that leemeth better, to the ſervice and 
6 of Cod, that ye chooſe the lame, and ſo-infer and bring 


* heſt and pickedſt things, choſen out of many Churches. For | 
17 2 — . — ſor — — 2 ook Wenner Th 
* chings'as be good, god religious, chooſe out of all 
*; Churches, and induce to your people, cht they may take root in | 
che minds of Engliſh:men. | 5 


L but kept its own Chriſtian freruom, till Antithrifs 
grew up to more brighth , and got the ſecutrr power of Princes, 


made lam of all that ſeemed, good in their own eyes, and enforced 
men to them, againſt their walls. And thus he reigned for many 
hundred yeers tagether, till the determinate-time of the epoZary | 
began to be fulfilled ; and then God phured forth his Spirit upon 
Antichriſt, as in other parts, 
the myſtery of iniquity, fo in this alſo of Uniformity. Among 
others who after the general falling away, oppoſed this C- 
fermity, was ln Ger/e ' Chancellor of Pi qo livedabvur 
an 100. yeers before Lurber; and in many things received much 
clear light from God: he in his Sermon before the King of France, 
in the name of the Dniverþty of Par, pro pace & uniane Fraco 
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JI“, wot generallyro by bownd by the poſtrive deter minations 
af Popes (and it will as well huld of ail others, who artogate to 
« themſelves an Eccleſiaſtical 5 whether they be Coun- 
1 Gover »ment, in things that is not immediately concern the truth 
(6 — Faith, er of the Evangelical Law. And he ſaith, this con- 
* fideration well taken and undetſtood, would be the prin- 
*cipal key; to open a door of det een the Greeks and 
« Eavines, who d Fer in many durwatd: Forms und Rules: as in 
«.3apriſme 5 the Lariue Charch faith; I baptize thee ; the Greek, 
& Baptizetur ſeruus Chrifti;Let this ſervant of Cx: iſt be bapriz: d. 
© And in the dupper. the Lat ine Church uſt d unteavened, the Greek 
a teavened bread, &c. And hetem he. ſpake a Chriſtian, that ſaid, 
« Onelibet provincta abunder: ſanſis ſus Let every Province a. 
bound in its oun ſenſe. Note alto ( laich he) chat a good Prince, 
permits divers Laws and Cuſtoms, of drivers of his Subjects, ſo 
they be not evident ly againſt the Law of Natute : And not to 
* dolo, would often be: the deſtructiom of the Commonwealth 
As the Lord of Arras, 2 City of Picardie, was woa to ay, that 
Flanders would be governed otherwile then France or Bur gun 
4. And this confideration (faith. he) rightly underſtood (co 
« wir, not to preſs Uniformiry in the Church, but to let the 
Church ule its liberty in thele things) would be an excellent 
beginning of the Reformation of the Church, notwithſtanding 
the conttadiction of many of the Court of Rome. 


this evil of Uniformity : He thus delivers his 3 t touch- 
ing'U niformiry of Ceremoniet: If one Church will not follow 
* another, of its own accord, in thoſe ourward- things, what 
need is there that it ſhould be led by the Decrees of 
Councels, which preſenly are turned into laws and/ſnates of 
+ fouls.” And therefore let one Church freely imitate another ; 
or ſet it be ſuffered to uſe its -own way, fo that unity ' of 
Spirir be preferved in Faith and the Word, though there 
nde variety and diverſity in the fleſh, or Elements of che 
„World. ä 


tels or Aſſemhlies) to hald am believe, one and the ſame manner of 


Haines non 
nou generaliter 


per det ermina. 
tiones po fit i- 
vas Paparum, 
ad tenendum 


unum eundem- 
que guber nan. 
di modum, in 


proxime reſpi- 
aunt, v2! ſire 
medio, fidei 
noſtra ver i- 
taten, vel le- 
gu Evmgelice 


Luther alſo, that choſen Veſſel of Chriſt, did clearly- oppoſe |- 


Luther againſt 
Uaiformuy, 


ſoa alteram 
non vuit imi- 


oft concaltarum 


tari externa 
iſtu, quid opus 


dicretu cg, 
gue mox im © 
leges & an © 

ma umlaqueot 

wvertant ur ? 


Initetur ergo | 


rebus qua non | 
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| altera alteram libere, aut ſuis moribus finatur fins; modo whitas ſpiritus ſalva fit m fide & wire, 
quattunrois fit dioerfitas, & © ietas in carne & elemento munal, OE 
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| Thrift 
Again, the fame Lauber, after he had ſer down a Form of Ce- 
2 oz lebrating the Supper, for the Churchof Chriſt, at Mittingberg. 
(concludes thus, In quibus omnibus tavendum. ne legem ex libertate "4 
Haciamus. Ge. That is, In all which we muſtrake heed, that we ; 
Wh make not a law, of liberty; ot conſtrain them to fin, whoſhal! 
3 i either do otherwiſe, or. ſhall omit ſome things, ſo they permit 
= wh the words of bl to remain entire, and do all act here in 
| 7 Faith. For theſe toſhe the Riteß of CHRISTIANS, 
«chat is, of the children of the F R E E. WOMAN; who may 
| «keep them willingly; and of their own accord; having power to 
4 & change them, when, and as often as they will. And therefore 
14 there is no cauſe, that any ſhould either deſire, or eſtabliſh, 
51 any neceſſaty Form, . as la in this matter, whereby he may 
sf * eicher enſnaregror trouble mens conſciences. And therefore we 
5, BREE + readnotin the ancient Fathers, or Primitive Church, any ex- 
| i*ample of any ſuch Rite, but onely in the Roman Church. And 
5 « if-ſo be they had eſtabliſhed any thing for a law in this matter, 
e ought got to have kept it; Quod legibus hic obſtringi, nec 
poſſent, ner dehent 3 Becauſe theſe things neither could, nor 
ee ought to be bound by Laws. Moreover, if divers men ſhall uſe 
« a diverſe Rite, let none eithet judge or contemne another, but 
wt let every one abound in his own ſenſe, and let us all favour and 
I |< judge the. ſame things, though for Forms we act diveiſly: and 


4 

4 
2 
3 


1 ealet each Rite pleaſe others leſt by diverſity of Rites; follow 
Wy. « diveſity of opinions and ſects, as it came t6 paſs in the Church 


** of Rome. For outward Rites, though we cannot want them, 
4 << as neither meat nor drink, yet they commend us not to God, 
3 F but one ly Faich and love commend us to him. And therefore 
let that of Paul take place here, That the Kingdam of God 
bs | cuja⸗ enen Lis not meat and drink, but rightcouſneſs, peace, and joy in the 
ee fa & Holy Spirt ; and ſo no Rite nor Form is the Kingdom of God, 
ee e but faith within us, c. 

e Andi ar che end of the ſame form, for the Church of Wittenberg, 
„Iich he writes out for. Nicholas Hauſmanniu, à Godly Miniſter, 


: 


"A beater lotum Which Copy, either you or others may follow i you 
„ þ LW had: *plaaſe;if not, wewillingly give place to the anointing, being 
3 46 ts ( = our ſelves to receive from- you, or any others, more profitable 
ee, 


2 © things. Theſe things he ſpake like 'a Chriſtian indeed, and we 
. arripete.. | acknowledge the woice of Chriſt in him; as in others, that aRthele 
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mon our [elves in the chief Arzicles of Chriſtian Doctrine, let 


— - * a 
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| The Way of not Ftuce and Unity 
| tognpe/cmprorily, and command and inforce them by ſecular 


power, we are ſenſible of the voice of ſtrangeri, and of ſuch ſtran- 
gets, as are T heeves and Murtherers. 1 ; 


” 
Melantlon allo, perſwades certain'Chriſtians to unity, who dif- 
feted in Vniſormity, in theſe words. Seeing we do agree 2 


eus imbtace one another with mutual love; and let not unlike- 
te neſs, and variety of Rites and Ceremonies, Laad Hacer quo. 
ting this place, adds, no nor of Eccleſiaſtical government) diſ 
{© joyn out minds, 


Upon all theſe Teſtimonies, which theſe godly . men give from 
the light of the word, which we acknowledge in them, it is evi- 
dent, that all forms are to be left free, to the faithful and Con 
gregations of Saints, and when any ſhall /er denn any form, the 
Congregations of the faithful may uſe them, fo far fotth as they 
pleaſe Or may add, or alter, ot wholly reject them; and no Laws 
are to be made in this matter, (which the ſecular power ſhould 
inſorce) to inſnare.Conſciences, and to infringe Chriſtian Liberty, 
and to ſtraighten the Spirit in thoſe in whom it dwels, and to - 
ſcure the vertues of Chriſt in his people. the ory 30 
| Wherefore it is molt evident, that they are moſt hotribiy mi- 
ſtaken, that now urge external Vniformity on the Church, as the 
only means of Unity, who ſcarce minding. Iam ſure nat naming 
one body, one ſpirit, one hope of calling, one Lord, Faith, Baptiſm 
cc. to make the Church one, do carneſtly and fiercely-labonr 
for one outward Form, and Order, one Directory, one Confeſſion, 
one Catechiſm, one Diſcipline, Land to have theſe things of their 
own de viſing inforced on the Church, by the power of the State] 
as the onely means their hearts can find out, to make the Church 
ove, But the Seers, are Hlinde in this matter, and the Prophets pro 


Melandlon 2- 
gaiuſt Unifor- 
mity. 

cum de præ 
cipuns artiens | . 
lis doctrinæ 
Chriſtiane in 
ter nus conſiet, 
complectemur 
nos mutuo 

an ore, ne- | 
que diſſimi- 
litas & varię- 


cer cmoni ar uu, 
disjungere de. 
bet mintes 
noſſy as. 


pheſie falſe things. For if the aniiy of the Church, ſtand: oxe/y 01 
chiefly. in Vniformity, what woful divifion will be found in it ? 
For the Fathers before the flood, lived in one form, the Fathers 
after the flood. in another; the Believers ander the Law in an 
other ; the Bclieyers under the Goſpel in another; yea theſe being 
free from a forms, uſed any, according to the wiſdom of the 
Spirit: Chriſt himſelf, and 7obn Bar tiſt, who both lived in the 


ſame 


W. 


tas rituum | * 7X 
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| City, but where is Vniformity, what an Earthquake of confuſion 


|, © © |/amerime;obſerved no Uvifermity betweenthem for poche lived 

| |revinedly in! „ Ml i b Ring ; 

and Chriſt lived in the ++ Parr the world vd did both ear 
Dj 


. {uſed one form, the Latrine another; and ſevera/ Churches under 
bre ſeveral form; and ſo the Church on earth, according to the 


being one body, and one ſpirit, G&c. as hath been before declared. 


| tained in Ordinances, Epheſ. 2. 15. Whence it is evident, that God ſo 
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and came 


and drink, And their les obſerved no Uniformity; for 
fobns Diſciples faſted oft, and Clrift not at all, in thoſe days, Be. 
ſides, at firſt, che believing Jews gfed another form, then the be. 
ie ving Gentilis and after among the Gentiles, the Greek,Church 


infirmity of the fleſh, ſtil uſes [ome or other form; and the ¶ hurch 
in Heaven, is without al form. Now then, if we (hall have no 


and diwiſian will this make through the whole Church of God in 
all ages, and under all Gods own diſpenſarions in the ot id, yea 
through the whole Church in Earth and Heaven? Wherefore, | 
dare be bold to affirm, that impoſed and inforced Uniformity, is 
one of the greateſt enemies, to the true Churches unity, that Anti- 
chrift himſelf could deviſe. And therefore, let not the trat Church 
ſuffer it ſelf ro be reduced under this bondage again, through /pec; 

ous pretences of A tion; but let the Church k. it may ule 
what forms ſeem good to ir ſelf; and that its true unity (tands, in 


And ths onely, the Church in al ages is one; yea thus one ly the 
Church in earth and heaven is one. 

- And therefore, I deſite the faithful ro know, that Vniformity 
is to he Apt out, or if it be brought in, it is to be caſt out, for the 
preſerving of pee in the Church. For, that God might make p em- 
and Gentsles one, He aboliſhed the Laws of Commandments con- 


highly valued, the prace of the faithful, that ro bring this about, he 
repeals his 'own Infticutions, and diſſolves his own outward/Orai- 
nuances. Now if the Ceremonies ot Gods own ordaining, were 
to be made void. rather then to continue to the prejudice of the 
Churches unity: how much more any Ceremonies, ot outward rules 
of our own or other mens deviſing ? Let him that reads under 
ſtand. 

And theſe are the practical rules, in the way of the Churches 
feace, that are more abſolute and general. 

And now we haften to the rules that are more ſpecial and octa- 


ſional, 


— 


4 


* a 


8 1 v 
5 5 « N 
1 4 — * 1 
£ 7 „ * 1 


_ # 
„— 


a intbe true Church of Chriff: | | 23 
I | onal, incaſe of difference among the faithful. In which caſe, we Rules to be 
* are neceſſarily in the fit place to conſider , the weight of the obſerved to 

things, wherein they differ 3 to wir, whether thoſe things be ſuch, Lew ann. 1 

2s are xeceſſaryto ſalvation, or no. | | peace in he 

If they be not ſuch things as are neceſſary to ſalvation ; then firſt; | Church 1 

{they are either things ({er7emonial and Circum ſtantial; Or ſecond- 

ly. very truth themlelves; yer ſuch, wherein a Chriſtian may for 

{| the preſent erre without danger of ſalvation. 

If the difference be in Circumſtantial and Ceremonial things, we 

chould minde theſe things to preſerve peace. 


1. That we eng he not to contend for vavities ; nor to trouble 
aur ſelves and the ¶ hurch of God, wich trifles, and things of no 
Weight ot moment at all. It is a wonder to us in theſe days, that the 
ancient ¶ hriſtians (ſhould ſo earneſtly contend about the day, on 
which EZafer, as they called it, was to be celebrated, and upon 
difference herein, ſhould divide into Sec as they did; ſeeing there n 
always (hone /ight enough in the Goſpel, to declate this to be a 
þ/1ght circumſtance not worth the minding. The Apoſtle exhorts 
the Philippians, to ſtrivs together for the faith of the Goſpel, but 
no where for the form of it, in one thing or other. 


2. We oxght not, for contrary-mindedneſ# in theſe things, to 
avoid Chriſtian converſe and commuznion with one another; for 
ſtrangeneſs of Chriſtians in theſe caſes, both breeds and intreaſes 4 
ſuſpicions and jealouſies, & cauſes, that we harbour hard thoughts, > 
brother againſt brother, and it takes away all opportunities of con- : 
ference, and of underſtanding and perſwading one another, and fo 
| of Reconciliation, 


3- In theſe things, whereof neither commend us to God, we 
are not to condemn one another: for to condemn one another for 
ever) difference in judgement, produces innumerable Setts in the 
Church ; then which nothing can be more 4eHructive to the 
peace of it; ſeeing ſuch deadly enmity ariſes among Setts 
a3 we ſee by daily experience. And therefore, that Yaſs judge. 3 
ment, that produces theſe Setts, is the great enemy to the, | 
peace of the Church, and the great advancer of the Devils work 
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to contend about the ſhadewe of them, 


Kingdom, be 


peace of the Church, 
2 They muſt take cate that they do not prefer Clviſtiam to 
: \Placcy of publikg Miniſtry and imployment , that are onely 


OT» Way of true Peace and Unity 


7 


ebe con- | 4. Let us know, wherein the eſſexce of Gods Kingdom ſtands, 


to wit, in righteanſueſi and, peace, and joy in the boly Spirit, in 
Taub and Leu, &c, and wet in outward Ceremonies and Order:; 
| 


, 
/ 


be contented, though there's a difference in form and cirrum- 
ſtances. Let us take careful heed, that we do nothing againſt che 
power and ſubſtance of godlineſs, under pretence of the form and 
circumſtance. The hi oa in the Church, is ſalvation in Chriſt; 
and the end of all gifts, given to all eApoſtles, Prophets, Evange- 
lifts, Paſtors, Teachers, is to bring us all to the unity of the faith 
and knowledge of the Son of God, And if ſo be that h be done, 
the Church is not to be troubled with other things; yea, all other 


things are to give way. to this. Where the heavenly things. them- 


ſelves are preſent, we ought not in theſe dayes of grace and truth, 


5, In caſe men differ in judge ment, in theſe circumſtantial things, 


&. - | ſach asace in preſent power, ought take care eſpecial, 


I. That they do not entertain men into the communion of Saints, 


. | alſo; yea, ſoon it will come to paſs, that mans key (hall be ſu ficient, 
n 


2 it will not be reckoned ſuſſicient for me 
| and to have received the gift of the Spirit, to 
make them of the Church, unleſs they alſo conform to the judge 
ments of ſuch and ſuch men; but to be of their juagementa, will be 
enough to make them of the Church, though they be deſtitute of 
Faith, and the Spirit. And thus, by making another key to God: 
des the key thatCbrift hath, given, and fo to det in 
thoſe that ſhould be kept. ont, and kyep owt thoſe that ſliould be 
let in; this mult needs be,uvoided as extreamly prejudicial to the 


of one 
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_ - jug but that they-'di/poſe of them alike, to godly men, off <a 
ac — ; leſt otherwiſe, many ſmell the deſgu ol Anti- <4 


chriſt underneath; which is, that none ſhall buy, or ſell, or have any 
E in the Church, or Univerſities, but only gb as have taken | 
A certain mark into their foreheads and right hands, And though 
the ont ward mark of the myſtery may change, yet the in.] rd minde 
and meaning of it doth not change with the change of form. 


3. If one ſort of Chriſtians be not to be admitted as members, | ; 

Jor preferr'd as Officers in the Church more then another, much leſs 

is one party to be deſtroyed for another; for thus would Satan alfo | troy the 

be a Prince of Peace, who would deſtroy Chriſts Kingdom to exale |** opbold the 
is own, that he might gue all quietly and alone : but Chrifts 

| way is to reconcile thoſe that differ in theſe things, and of Twain, 

to makg them one new man in himſelf. And fo we (hall be like | 

| Chriſt,if we ſeek to bring both into ene, in love, and not to deſtroy 5 
it ber, by force. 0 N . 


Theſe Rules ate to be obſerved, as means of peace, if 

things be circumſtantial. | 
Now if they be very truths, wherein Chriſtians differ, yet ſuch, | If the faichfullÞ © 
wherein they may erre, without danger of ſalvation, then theſe differ in very 
Aules are of uſe. Dal | 


{| truths, bur 
I. To hear them ſpeak their judgements, with freedom, and not! — hl | 


to condemn them, unheard; for thus mayſt thou ſoon condemn] vation, cheß 


; ; aſt obſer 
the innocent, and make thy ſelf gaile: | _ _ i : 
preſerve , 


2. To wnderſtand fully, what thy adverſary wears, before thou Peace. 
contend againſt him; leſt if thou want this wiſdom and patience, | 
| thou oppoſe not ſo much his jadgement, as thy own concert. Much {i 

better is it, calmly to hear a mans minde, from himſelf, then haſti- * 
ly to gueſſe at it; yea, to conclude it is ſo, before thou haſt he ard 3 
him /peak. If thou tanſt but have pariexce'rs hear him relare his 4 
own minde, perhaps in the end, thon ſhalt wnderſtaxdl, it differs lit- = 
| tle from thy own,in ſubſtance. | | 


3. Reproach not any thing thy adverſary ſpeakes,with this; Thar N 
them never heardeſt it before. for this may not ſo much diſcover a 5 
5 Hh 2 £ his > 21 
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of true Peace and Unity 


{his error, as thy ignorance; and that which ſeems to thee! a new 
ſerrox, if it be 
And if thou wic needs condemn whatever ſavours of novelty, how 


examined by the word, may prove an o/d truth. 


ſhall the truthuwe yet know not, be brought in; or the errors, 
that yer remain with us, be pur g ed 0 

4 Be not over confideut in hat thou holdeſt, upon thy own 
judgement, or other men,; ſtrengthened from multitade, cuſtom 
and antiquity ; for men have erred molt groſſely, even in thoſe 


things, wherein they have thought themſelves molt certain: And 


therefore, Prove all things, that thou may#t hold faſt that Which is 


good. It is much better to hold faſt the ruth, upon clear gronnds 
from the word, then upon the ſtrongeſt preſumpt ions of thy own: 
5. In theſe differences make the word the Zudge, and not men. 
The Word of God is the ſole and perfect Judge, in all the things of 


Gad. And therefore one ſaid well, Qui ponit legem judicem, ponit 


Deum qui autem addit homine m, addit & beftiam : That is Me that 
| makes the Lam Judge, makes God Judge; but he that dkeF man 
ge, makes a beat Judge; For every man is brutiſti in hi know. 
edge : And then only are we ſure of any thing, when we haye the 
word of God for it. Neither is it ſufſcient to take the wor, in 
any faſbion, for udge in theſe mattets; but we muſt nere ſſarily 
attain the A Wedge of it, by the teaching of the Spirit "g 
we ſee ſo many differences of judgements among men, that make 
ule a/zhe- of the ſame.omtward. word for their rule. Now though 
all have the ſame outward word, yet al are not of one minde, ex- 
cept they attain to one Spirit; for Pax! ſaith, 1 Cor.. that only 
the Spirit of God knows the things of God: Neither doth mans 
ſenſe, ot reaſen, underſtand the things of the Spirit, but the ſpi- 
ritual man judgeth all things. And hence it follows, that we can 
onely judge aright of divine truths by the werd, and we can one- 
ly judge aright of the Word, if we have the Spirit, to be the inter- 
preter of it to us. 
6. If thou canſt not prevail with him, by the word, that he ſhould 
agree with thee, wherein he differs; then obſerve- that moderate 
and ¶ Vriſtian rule of an; where he laith, As many As be perfect, 


* 


16. be thus minded ; if any be other wiſe minded, God ſhall alſo reveal this 


to bim And ſo let us wait with patience, till God of his good plea- 
ſure (ball pleaſe to teach him, as he hath been pleaſed to teach ar; 
| becauſe, 
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becauſe, without this teaching. he can never know it aright,though 
thou reach him never ſo much. 

7. And laſtly, When in many inconfiderable points of Religion, 
we cannot agree with many that ate truly faithſull, nor they with 
; let us, according to Pauli rule, leave the finall judgement of 
theſe things to the due time appointed of God; as Paul hath 
ſaid, —— udge nothing before the time: And if you ask, What 
time this is ? Chrsft hath told us, ſaying, If any-one bear my word, 
and believe not, [ judge him not 3 but the word that I have ſpoken. 
the-ſame ſhall judge him at the laſt day. For the things of God ate 
ſo far beyond the ſenſe, reaſen, knowledge, judgement and diſcern- 
ing of all the men in the world, that many times the pureſt thin 2s 
are reckoned vile, and the molt fpiritnal things, carnal; and the 
vety higheſt things of the myſtery of God and Cbriſt, but conceits 
or errors; and therefore it is fir , that the jaudgement of the/e 
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deferred to the /aſt day, Gods judgement being better in his on 
| time, then in our. 

Now in caſe the doctrine, where in ue differ. be ſuch as is abſolute. 
ly neceſſary to ſalyation, and without beleeving which, men 
cin have no intereſt in Chriſt,yert even in this caſe, 

t. Hear them ſpeak, and be rather confident , that the 
truth ot God will prevail over their error, then fearfull, 
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things, which are ſo fat beyond hamane comprehenſion; ſhould be | 
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that their error will prevail -againſt the truth: and ſo ffrive 
not, for ſecular power, to Hut up mens months, and to re: 
ſtrain mens writings, though they ſpe. & and print things that ſeem 
never ſo contrary to the truth of God, and doctrine of the Goſpel 


they will ſpread them privately, to infect and corrupt many, ere it 
can be kyoWn or prevented; and if men vent errors publikely, if 
there be as public liberty, to preach the truth; 1 doubt not the 
ſucceſs of the truth againſt it at any time, with 4 that belong to 
God. And it is the only 9 way, to conquer error by the trath. 
and all humans, yea, and deviliſh doctrines, by the Goſpel,which 
is the mini/{ration of the Spirit, and therefore ſo migluy, that all 
falſe teachers and falſe doftrines , mult needs fall down before it; 
ſeeing, ſtronger is that Spirit, that is init, then that ſpirit that is | 
in the World, which is its o ſpirit, and the-devi/s. And if the 


For if men have not. /iberty to divulge their docttines pablikety, | 


Goſpel of Chriſt, have given already, ſuch progf of its. power, ii 
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Te u ef true Peare and Unity 

mer times, when the who/e world lay in horrible ignorance, and 
error, &darknueſs covered the cart hi and groſs darkneſs the people; and 
yet the Goſpel alone without any conjunction of earthiy power, 
of States and Kingdews with it, did binde the devil, and caſt him 
out of his poſſeſſſom and dominions, and overthrow all fal/e Reli. 
gions,men had received from their fore-fathers, through many ge. 
nerat ons; and changed the manners, cuſtomes, opinions, Religions, 
and very natures of men, and utterly aiſpeſled errrors and herefies 
of all ſorts ; I ſay, ſeeing the Goſpel, hath. a/ready given ſuch large 
retimony of its power, and made ſo great a congneft of the world, 
when it was wholly under the power of the devil; I ſee no reaſon, 
that we ſhould now ſo doubt the power of it, as to ſaffer no man, 
to ſay any thing, but what dikes us, or what is indeed agrecable to 
the Word ; as if error ſhould have now gotten wore power, to 
make void the word, then the word power to make void error. 
Wherefore, if the word be ſuffered, to have free paſſage, I dare 
reſt on that alone ( and ſo dare all, that have felt the power of it, 


—— 


_ Jin their ow# hearts) for the conguering and deſtroying, all errors 


and Herefies whatſoever in the true Church of God. And now 
it would be profitable to heit what ſome other men, who have 
walked in the fame-/ight and Spirir,have ſaid in this matter. 


Zuinglius ( in his book, quoted in the matgent) ſpeaks thus, 
Har unica, eag, ſola via eſt, qua ad concordiam proxime perveniri 
poteſt,8:c.** that is, This is the one and only way, whereby we may 
% moſt ſuddenly attain to concord ;5 if whatſoever things 
may be, or are commonly ſaid for any opinion, or againſt it, be 
"*freely propounded in the Chatches,' ſo that the people be al- 
« lowed; free judgement im all theſe things. For God, who is 
c not the God of diſcord, but of peace, nevers ſuffers thoſe who 
© are gathered together in his ſpirit, to etre ot be deceived. And 
if this way wete obſerved, we ſhould ſhortly ſee the Churches 
of Chriſt, enjoying ſweer peace and concord. But now as 6f- 
ten a3* there ate fome Princes and Cities, chat would have the 


: |< doctine of the Goſpel free to all, preſenly there are others that 


* would ſtop and hinder the courſe of jc, and ſo long there muſt 
needs ariſe great diſcords and difſentions. And hence I would 
have you judge whether you or we, are departed from the 
© Church of God, and the doctrine of it. For we ſuffer thoſe 
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is the word of God; but you think, all this buſineſs may be 
«diſpatched , with P UBLICK\/EDICTS AND COM- 
*MANDS. And therefore do you be judge, whoſe cauſe is 
« moſt to be ſuſpected; ours, who ſuffer the doctrine of our ad- 
4 yerfaries to be publiſhed in out Churches, and-overthrow them 
« by the wqrd : or yours, who reproach out doQtine before the 
te ſimple people, as heretical; in the mean time by yonr good 
will, neither ſuffering them to read it nor underſtand it. Thus 
fat he. | | | 


Saxony, ſpeaking againſt that Spirit, which he cals Spiritus Al. 
ſtetinns, a proud, — — enthaſraſtical ſpirit, that deſpiſed faith, 


not worth their minding, and gloried in ſtrange Revelazions; und 
ſuperlative holineſs which they had, above other believers : And 
theſe enemies of the Goſpel; eſpecially were gathered together 
in Alſteta; and Lather writes to the Dukes, in whole) Province 
this Town was, to this purpoſe" touching them: Quod veropre- 
ſentis int ereſt negotii, nolim ab illutriſſimis D. U. preditands of- 
faſum precludi cuiquam, &c. That le, But for what per- 
tains to our preſent buſineſs; I Would not, that the office of peach 
ing ſroxld be denyed to any, by your molt i/nſtrions Lordſhips ; but 
let there be granted to them free Liberty to preach, and let them 
exhubite the beft proof of their learning. For ] ſaid, by che Tefti 

mony of Paul, It muſt needs be, that there muſt be ſelis; and the 
word of God mult ſtrive, and wage war in camps. And therefore 
it is evident in P/a.67.that the Evangelifts are called Armies;and 
that Chri/t in the P/al/zns is called, more then once, the King e 
Armies. Now it their ſpirit be a right and approved ſpirit; it will 
ealily ſubhſiſt before us without all fe: and ſo if our ſpirit be 
right ,. as- we hope it is, it will fear neither them, nor am body 

elſe. But if they tranſpreſs the bounds of the Gebel, and will 

not contain their hands, but will do their work with wislzuce, 


\fierce and /egitions, to repreſs them, or to baniſo them our of ; our 
Demin,ons ; 


«writings that proceed as well from you, as from the race to : 
«he openly and freely read, and read again; and the evils which 
te taught in them, we ſlay by che ſword of the Spitit, which 


Luther alſo, in his Epiſtle to Frederick and Fohn, Dukes of 


and /ove, and the croſs, and the whole Scriptures, as lo things, tow. 2 ,. | 


it is the duty of your moſt Iluſtrious Lord/ips , when they grow. 
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with the 
is ru ine: but 
we will reſtrain che eſs of your ſpirits, ad contain your 
hands; for theſe things belong to our Magiftrarie: And therefore 
they that will not herein obey, let them d part the (onntry : For 
(faith he) we who are Miniſters of the ward may preach, but we 
muſt do no violence; and Daniel hath witneſſed , that Antichriſt 
ſoall be deftrozed without hands; And Iſaiah faith, that Chrilt 
(hall fight in bis Kingdom wirh the ſperit of his month, and the rod 
of his lips. &c. 


Alſo Albertws,Dukg of Boruſſia,when the great controver ſie (el! 


| out, btt ween Andreas O ſiander, and Morlinus, and other Miniſters, 


touching the Righreomſneſs whereby a Chriſtian is made rig hteows 


before God, he would nor forbid cither fide, either the Pulpit 


or Preſs ; but left them free to both alike, and deſired them to for- 
"bear reproaches one againſt another, and to debate the buſineſs 
nh by the word of God. 


„ Likewiſe the Bohemians, in a certain exhortation of theirs, to 


Kings and Princes, to ſtit them 2 the zeal of the Goſpel, ſub- 
ſcribed by Procopins and Conradus , and other Captains of the 
Bohemians, have theſe words; They ſay ( that is the Papilts ) it 
' ought not to be ſuffered, that we ſhould be heard, in conſeſſing 


4 our faith. Now, how may that be proved by the holy Scripture, 


ſince Chriſt heard the devil, as is written, Mat 4 ? And they are 
not bettet then Ciriſt nor e worſe then the devil. If they be 
rig bieous, and nave the truth with them, as they /ay they have, 
and we be wurighteows, why do they fear ? ſince the truth ought 


not to be afraid of fa/ſbood ; and Zorobabe/ declared, That truth 


4 of all things the moſt mighty, and overcometh all things. For 
Chriſt is the truth, John 14. I am the way, the truth; and the 
devil is the father of lyes, John 8. Therefore if the Pope and his 
Prieſt; have the truth, let them oyercome us with the word of 
God: but if they have /yes, then they cannot lang abide, in all 
their preſumption. Wherefore, we exhort and beſeech, all the 
Imperial Cities, all Kings, Princes, Noble-men, rich, poor, for 


Gods ſake , and for nis Righteowſneſs , that one of them, write 


ow 


. [hereof to another, and that there may be ſome means made, h 


we 
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oocyte" God, 57 11 
by the word of God, &cc. 


they ought to be beard, and-comvitced by che word , nd not pre- 
ſent ly to be ſilenced, and ſubdued by force. * 


[and never to de altered. And io te tell the people, What Doctrine 


Now ſecondiy, i upon be and debazing thing 
word, it (hall clearly — — — rp. fo things, 
which are ſo falſe and erroneous , that they cannot be reckoned 
believers aud mambrri of Chrilt, that hald them; nat can retain 
thoſe Doftrines, without n danmution; then i this caſe, 


things, | 
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By all which i —.— dunn len a mens Do crit be what it will, 


by the] 2. 


the trus Church, hath re 5 from the word, to do theſe 


1. The Church.c ugbt to condems the 4 28 contrary to 
the Goſpel. and to that erernal and unc hangeable, and moſt clear 
and certain truth, which Chriſt hath heard from the Father, and 
delivere@td bis c bkrch; wkich is the Faith once given to the Fines, 


it is; Even' ſuch , 45 carries in it an uttet enwity to Chriſt and 
his Spirit; and lo conſequeritly death and damnation; and that 


would void ereruall death, p 


And thus Chriſt condemard the Doctrine of the gie of , 
the Phariſees, and of the Sadducet, and bid his Diſciples, Beware 


did put as a canker, G 
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therefore they are to tbe heed of it, 2 they lovecternall Ife, and 
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